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Welcome to Tromsø and good luck to all.
These championships have a dual purpose – firstly to 

decide the European champions and medallists in all four 
categories, and secondly to decide Europe’s representatives 
at the 2016 World Youth Championships, to be held in 
August next year in Salsomaggiore, Italy. In the U26s and 
U21s, the top six teams here in Tromso will qualify for 
Salsomaggiore, while in the Ladies series it is the top five. 
There is no World Championship as yet in the U16s series. 
However, with the host country automatically getting a place 
in the World Championships, if Italy finishes in a qualifying 
spot the next team in the rankings will also qualify. So, in the 
Ladies we can already congratulate France, Hungary, Italy, 
Netherlands, Norway and Poland – you have all qualified for 
the 2016 World Youth Championships and can concentrate 
on winning a European Championship title or medal!

TODAY’S SCHEDULE 

10.00: Round 1
14.00: Round 2
17.10: Round 3

WELCOME TO TROMSØ!15 °C

Rosters
p. 15
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Dear Friends,

I am pleased to welcome all of you to Tromsø, 
players, officers, journalists, operators and 
guests to participate in the 25th European 
Youth Bridge Team Championships.

It is a great pleasure to recognise the degree 
of participation at this championship with 
players coming from 23 countries.

I am confident that you will enjoy discovering 
the beautiful town of Tromsø known for its 
culture, economy, universities and of course 
salmon.

I would like to express my gratitude to all authorities who have contributed to 
the choice and organisation of these Championships in Tromsø, in particular

- Mr Jens Johan Hjort – Mayor of Tromsø

My thanks and congratulations go to the Norwegian Bridge Federation, its 
President Jostein Sørvoll, and the organising committee led by Allan Livgård 
and Inger Hjellemarken for the great job they have accomplished.

These 25th European Youth Bridge Team Championships give you the 
opportunity to compete with players coming from many countries, to renew 
old friendships and make new ones.

More than ever in Youth Championship, our motto “Bridge for Peace” is 
reflected in the combination of sporting spirit, fair play and friendship.

Enjoy your play and your stay in Tromsø.

I officially declare open the 25th European Youth Bridge Team Championships.

Yves Aubry (EBL President)

by Yves Aubry, EBL  President

OPENING CEREMONY
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On Friday and Saturday 
before these Championships 
began, the EBL Youth 
committee hosted a 
seminar for Federations’ 
Youth Delegates. 28 
delegates from 15 countries 
attended. Chairman  of 
the Youth committee and 
for the Seminar was Micke 
Melander of Sweden.

Papers for the Seminar can be found at the EBL 
Youth page on Facebook and from a link on the 
main EBL website. 

The structure of the seminar after the 
introductions was:

Session 1: Preparing to teach young people to 
play bridge

Session 2: The actual bridge course with 
material depending on the age group

Session 3: How to get youngsters to transfer to 
playing regularly at a club

Session 4: Communication with young bridge-
players, including Facebook etc.

At the start EBL President Yves Aubry announced 
the EBL has a budget for assisting youth projects 
run by Federations and the budget was not 
fully spent in the first year for lack of projects. 
Federations are invited to apply for financial 
assistance for projects presented by their Youth 
Delegates through the EBL Youth committee.

Mr. Aubry also noted the EBL has 7426 
registered members under the age of 16 but 
6600 of these are from the French Federation. 
This is mostly because other Federations do not 
register the age group. The EBL would like more 
registered and the numbers reported as it helps in 
seeking assistance from governments.

by Patrick Jourdain

THE EBL YOUTH SEMINAR

Yves Aubry with members of the EBL Youth Committee and delegates at the Seminar
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The 2015 European 
Open Championships were 
held in Tromso, in the far 
north of Norway, from June 
27th to July 11th. These 
were the medallists:

Mixed Teams
Gold: White House (Ton 

Bakkeren, Jacco Hop, 
Meike Wortel (Netherlands), 
Christina Lund Madsen 
(Denmark))

Silver: A J Diamonds (Cathy Baldysz, Ewa 
Harasimowicz, Przemyslaw Janiszewski, Andrezej 
Jaszczak, Anna Sarniak, Jakub Wojcieszek 
(Poland))

Bronze: Zimmermann (Philippe Cronier, 
Catherine D’Ovidio, Sylvie Willard, Joanna 
Zochowska (France), Franck Multon, Pierre 
Zimmermann (Monaco))

Mixed Pairs
Gold: Sylvie Willard, Philippe Cronier (France)
Silver: Ase Langland, Geir Helgemo (Norway)
Bronze: Victoria Gromova, Andrey Gromov (Russia)

Open Teams
Gold: Orange White (Bob Drijver, Danny 

Molenaar, Bart Nab, Tim Verbeek, Anton Maas 
captain, Ton Bakkeren coach (Netherlands)

Silver: Blund (Aksel Homslien, Borre Lund, 
Olav Arve Hoyem, Jorgen Molberg, Ole Berset 
(Norway)

Bronze: Noralia (Arild Rasmussen, Jon Sveindal 
(Norway), Kieran Dyke, Justin Howard (Australia))

Bronze: Khyuppenen (Yury Khyuppenen, 
Vadim Kholomeev, Georgi Matushko, Alexiei 
Sterkin (Russia), Bauke Muller, Simon de Wijs 
(Netherlands))

Open Pairs
Gold: Thomas Bessis, Frederic Volker (France)
Silver: Anders Morath, Bengt Erik Efraimsson 

(Sweden)
Bronze: Dennis Bilde (Denmark), Chris Willenken (USA)

Women’s Teams
Gold: Baker (Lynn Baker, 

Karen McCallum (USA), 
Marion Michielsen, Meike 
Wortel (Netherlands))

Silver: China Orange 
(Shan Xingxing, Chen 
Yui, Wang Wei, Liu Jing, 
Zhao Bing, Wang Nan, 
Wang Jian-Jian captain)

Bronze: Netherlands 
Women (Carla Arnolds, 

Jet Pasman, Anneke Simons, Wietske van 
Zwol, Alex van Reenen captain, Hans Kelder 
coach)

Bronze: Cameron (Gail Cameron, Vanessa 
Vos (Zimbabwe), Catherine Seale (England), 
Marusa Basa (Slovenia))

Women’s Pairs
Gold: Sandra Rimstedt, Emma Sjoberg (Sweden)
Silver: Justyna Zmuda, Katarzyna Dufrat 

(Poland)
Bronze: Liu Yan, Lu Yan (China)

Senior Teams
Gold: Take (Kalle Aldeborg, Gunnar Elmroth, 

Kent Karlsson, Leif Trapp (Sweden))
Silver: Sagg (Per Aronsen, Olve Gravraak, 

Petter Goldenheim, Bjorn Sigurd Tomberg 
Simonsen (Norway))

Bronze: Sorvoll (Erik Bolviken, Tormod 
Clemetsen, Sverre Koch, Jostein Sorvoll 
(Norway))

Bronze: Notteroy (Sten Bjertnes, Knut 
Kjernsrod, Arvid Lorentzen, Per Bryde Sundseth, 
Tor Walle (Norway))

Senior Pairs
Gold: Bernhard Strater, Ulrich Kratz (Germany)
Silver: Helge Maesel, Roald Maesel (Norway)
Bronze: Nico Doremans, Jaap Trouwborst 

(Netherlands)

Barry Rigal wrote up in the Bulletin these first 
two deals from the Open Pairs semi-final.

by Brian Senior

THE EUROPEAN OPEN CHAMPIONSHIPS 2015
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Board 27. Dealer South. None Vul.
   [ A 8 3 2
   ] Q J 10 6 4 2
   { A
   } 8 2
 [ J 6 5   [ K Q 10 7 4
 ] A K 8 5   ] 3
 { 10 6 3   { K Q 8 4 2
 } K 7 5   } A Q
   [ 9
   ] 9 7
   { J 9 7 5
   } J 10 9 6 4 3
 
 West North East South
 Carroll  Hanlon
– – – Pass
 1} 1] Dble(i) Pass
 1[ 2] 4NT Pass
 5} Pass 5[ All Pass

(i) Four or more spades

Irish pair, Tom Hanlon and John Carroll got a 
level too high for comfort when Hanlon took the 
simple approach of asking for key cards and was 
disappointed by the one key-card response.

Carroll won the heart lead in hand and led a 
spade to the king then continued with the queen, 
again ducked by North. A third spade was won 
with the ace and back came a club. Carroll won 
the ace and knew all but one of North’s cards – 
he had to have six hearts, four spades, the ace of 
diamonds to justify his bidding, and a small club. 
Carroll therefore drew the last trump to leave this 
ending:

   [ –
   ] J 10 6 4
   { A
   } 8
 [ –   [ –
 ] A   ] –
 { 10 6 3   { K Q 8 4 2
 } K 7   } Q
   [ –
   ] –
   { J 9 7 5
   } J 10

Carroll overtook the queen of clubs with his king 
and led a low diamond. North had to win his bare 
ace and had nothing left but hearts. The heart 
went to declarer’s ace and squeezed South in the 

minors along the way to provide the eleventh 
trick. Plus 450 was worth an 80% score.

Had North started with two diamonds and a 
singleton club, he would have ducked the first 
diamond and Carroll would have played a low 
one back to the now bare ace and the remaining 
diamonds would all have been winners.

We all want to do well, but nobody wants to be 
upstaged by their partner. Hanlon had to wait for 
a little while, but then came his opportunity to 
show his class as declarer.

Board 5. Dealer North. N/S Vul.
    [ J 3
    ] K 7 2
    { 10 4 3 2
    } Q 9 5 4
 [ A 8 7   [ K 10 9 4 2
 ] A 9 5   ] Q J 10 3
 { Q 6   { A K J 8
 } A 8 6 3 2   } –
    [ Q 6 5
    ] 8 6 4
    { 9 7 5
    } K J 10 7
 
 West North East South
 Carroll  Hanlon
– – 1[ Pass
 2](i) Pass 2NT(ii) Pass
 3} Pass 3{ Pass
 3] Pass 5}(iii) Pass
 5[ Pass 6[ All Pass

(i) Either limit or slam interest with spades
(ii) GF
(iii) Exclusion Key Card

South led a heart and Hanlon judged that he 
would never do so from the king on this auction so 
went up with the ace. He then cashed three rounds 
of diamonds, pitching a heart from dummy, then 
continued with the fourth diamond. Had South 
discarded, the last heart would have gone from 
the dummy, so South ruffed high, hoping to either 
promote a trump trick for partner or to leave a 
subsequent guess in the suit. But Hanlon over-
ruffed and ran the eight of spades, picking up the 
suit without loss and just conceding a heart at the 
end. Plus 980 was worth 94% of the matchpoints.

You might think that the contract must be 
doomed if declarer takes the heart finesse at trick 
one. However, this is not so, as a very rare coup 
brings home the contract. Say that North wins the 
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heart king then returns a heart. Not touching the 
trump suit, declarer comes down to this ending, 
after ruffing three clubs in hand and one diamond 
in dummy:

   [ J 3
   ] –
   { 10
   } –
 [ A 8   [ K 10
 ] –   ] –
 { –   { A
 } 2   } –
   [ Q 6 5
   ] –
   { –
   } –

Now see what happens when declarer leads the 
ace of diamonds from hand. If South ruffs high 
dummy over-ruffs and declarer finesses against the 
jack on the way back, while if he ruffs the diamond 
low dummy ruffs low, leaving a high crossruff for 
the last two tricks. This play is known as the Devil’s 
Coup, on the basis that only the devil could make 
the sure defensive trump trick disappear.

The Open Teams featured this nice squeeze to 
bring home a slightly optimistic grand slam.

Board 29. Dealer North. All Vul.
   [ J 10
   ] 9 6 3 2
   { Q J 2
   } A Q J 10
 [ 8 2   [ K Q 9 7 5 4 3
 ] K Q 5   ] J 10 9 7
 { 10 8   { 6
 } K 9 8 4 3 2  } 6
   [ A 6
   ] A 4
   { A K 9 7 5 4 3
   } 7 5
 
 West North East South
 Dubinin Larsen Gromov Elvestad
– 1} 2[ 3{
Pass 3[ Pass 4[
Pass 5{ Pass 5NT
Pass 6} Pass 7{
All Pass
Five No Trump asked for key cards and 6} 

showed one. The opening lead was, of course, a 
spade to the ten, queen and ace. The Norwegian 

declarer, Stian Elvestad drew trumps, taking a 
club finesse along the way, to come down to this 
ending:

    [ 10
    ] 9
    { –
    } A Q J
 [ –   [ K 9
 ] K Q   ] J 10 8
 { –   { –
 } K 9 8   } –
    [ 6
    ] A 4
    { 3
    } 5

Cashing the final diamond forced West down to 
a singleton heart and now away went dummy’s 
spade, East also pitching a spade. Elvestad 
continued with a club to the jack, East throwing 
a heart, but now the club ace squeezed East too 
down to a singleton heart. Away went declarer’s 
spade and the last two tricks were won by the ace 
and four of hearts for a beautiful +2210.

John Carroll & Tom Hanlon
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Board 28. Dealer West. N/S Vul.
   [ A Q 3 2
   ] A K 9 6 2
   { A K 10 7
   } –
 [    [ 
 ]    ] 
 {    { 
 }    } 
   [ K 10 9 4
   ] J
   { Q 3 2
   } K J 10 8 2
 
 West North East South
  Sontag  Berkowitz
 Pass 1} Pass 2}
 Pass 2{ Pass 2[
 Pass 3[ Pass 3NT
 Pass 5} Pass 5{
 Pass 7[ All Pass

One Club was Precision, 16+, 2} a natural 
positive, and 2{ a transfer to hearts. Five Clubs 
was Exclusion Key Card and 5{ showed one key 
card outside clubs. West led a small club – how 
would you play?

Thirteen tricks will need some good fortune. Say 
that trumps are three-two and hearts four-three. 
You could ruff the opening lead, play ace of hearts 
and ruff one, play a diamond to dummy and ruff 
another heart then draw trumps and cash the 
heart winners. That gets you up to twelve tricks 
and you will then need either diamonds to come 
in for four tricks or a minor-suit squeeze to provide 
the thirteenth trick.

Or you could play as did David Berkowitz. He 
thought the club lead, into declarer’s known 
side suit, to be unusual, and paid Lukasz Brede 
a compliment by discarding a diamond from 
dummy and playing for the lead to be away 
from the ace through the known void in dummy. 
When his eight won the first trick, he could 
follow the line previously described to find the 

other twelve winners required. This was the full 
deal:

    [ A Q 3 2
    ] A K 9 6 2
    { A K 10 7
    } –
 [ J 5   [ 8 7 6
 ] 10 7 5 4   ] Q 8 3
 { 5 4   { J 9 8 6
 } A Q 9 5 3   } 7 6 4
    [ K 10 9 4
    ] J
    { Q 3 2
    } K J 10 8 2

Board 24. Dealer West. None Vul.
    [ K 9 8 6 5 3
    ] A Q
    { 10 7 6 5
    } K
 [ Q J   [ A 4
 ] J 9 6   ] K 8 7 4
 { A K 9 3   { J
 } A J 4 2   } Q 9 7 6 5 3
    [ 10 7 2
    ] 10 5 3 2
    { Q 8 4 2
    } 10 8

 West North East South
 Zimmermann Multon
 1} 1[ Dble Pass
 2NT Pass 4} Pass
 4{ Pass 4NT Pass
 5] Pass 6} All Pass

Monaco’s Pierre Zimmermann reached a 
horrible club slam on this deal from the Open 
Teams qualifying Swiss. North led the five of 
diamonds to the jack, queen and ace. He ruffed a 
diamond and led the queen of clubs, South playing 
low, then stopped to think.

It seemed that North should hold six spades 
as South would have made a pre-emptive raise 
if he held four-card support. But, if North had 
six spades, why did she not make a weak jump 
overcall? Presumably the answer was that she 
was too strong for a weak jump. Accordingly, 
Zimmermann rose with the ace of clubs and 
dropped the bare king. After drawing trumps, 
Zimmermann took the spade finesse, ruffed the 
fourth diamond and, having eliminated all the 
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other suits, led a heart up and found one of the 
lucky layouts which would allow him to play the 
suit for only one loser.

Plus 920 was worth 10 rather fortunate IMPs, 
but not everyone would have been able to take 
advantage of the favourable layout. Zimmermann’s 
logic in playing for the bare king offside was 
impeccable.

And finally, my own team had a rather amusing 
board during the Open Teams qualifying Swiss.

Board 2. Dealer East. N/S Vul.
   [ Q J 4 3
   ] K J 9 2
   { 8 5 3
   } A 6
 [ K 9 5   [ A 8
 ] Q 8 7   ] A 6 4
 { Q 10 6   { A K J 7
 } J 10 9 7   } K 8 4 3
   [ 10 7 6 2
   ] 10 5 3
   { 9 4 2
   } Q 5 2
 
 West North East South
  Senior  Penfold
– – 1} Pass
1NT Dble Rdbl Pass
Pass 2{ Dble Pass
Pass Rdbl Pass 2[
Pass Pass Dble All Pass

My thin take-out double walked straight into 
trouble as East had an easy redouble to show 
his strong hand and there was no way to avoid 
a penalty. The defence to 2[ doubled kicked off 
with three rounds of trumps but the heart queen 
was onside and that meant that Sandra Penfold 
could get out for two down; –500.

Played by West, 3NT cannot be beaten, so we 
could hope for only a small loss on the board. But 
how did we get a 1-IMP swing in our favour?

This was the auction in the other room:

 West North East South
 Karaivanov  Trendafilov
– – 1} Pass
 1[ Dble Rdbl All Pass

One Club was Precision, 16+ and the 1[ 
response showed a balanced positive. North 
doubled to show spades, a questionable action 
with that moderate spade holding, and now 
Rumen Trendafilov’s redouble showed a balanced 
19+. Kalin Karaivanov decided that there should 
be seven tricks even if the opposition had 
the majority of the trumps so settled for 1[ 
redoubled, and there were exactly seven tricks 
for the unusual score of +520 – at least, unusual 
in this manner.

Sandra Penfold

EBL SOCIAL ACCOUNTS

/europeanbridge EBL @europeanbridge

[ ] { }
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In the middle of the 90´s one of the most 
successful beginner courses for juniors that has ever 
been held happened during the Swedish Bridge 
Festival in Skövde, Sweden. At that particular 
course there were two pairs of sisters, Sandra and 
Cecilia Rimstedt together with Jenny and Sofia 
Ryman. As you may know, Jenny has moved to 
the USA and has won several tournaments and 
international medals for her new country.

The latest victory coming from students on that 
particular bridge course occurred some 10 days 
ago in Tromsö, Norway, when Sandra Rimstedt 
won the European Open Women Pairs together 
with Emma Övelius. Both of the girls have been 
representing Sweden in all the junior categories 
for a very long time, however they are now “too 
old” and are considered “seniors” being 25 and 
29. 

Women’s Final – Session 5.
Board 19. Dealer South. E/W Vul.
   [ –
   ] K J 10 4
   { Q J 7 6 3
   } K 10 4 3
 [ 7 5 2   [ Q 9 8 4 
 ] Q 8 7 3   ] 6 5 2
 { A 10   { 8 4 2 
 } Q J 8 2   } 9 6 5
   [ A K J 10 6 3 
   ] A 9 
   { K 9 5 
   } A 7

 West North East South
 Brogeland Rimstedt Svendsen Övelius
    1}(i)
 Pass 1](ii) Pass 2[(iii)
 Pass 2NT(iv) Pass 4NT(v)
 Pass 5{(vi) Pass 6{
 Pass 6NT All Pass

(i) 17+
(ii) GF relay, No 5+M or 6+m.
(iii) 6+[
(iv) 0-2[
(v) Quantitative raise with extras
(vi) Accept and length in diamonds

Here the Swedish pair was in serious trouble. 
Sandra Rimstedt was very worried that her 
partner´s 4NT was asking for aces, even though 
that she was pretty sure it shouldn’t be so with 
the methods they had in their agreements.

So her Five Diamonds should be “safe” 
regardless as to whether it was asking for aces 
or not. When partner raised to Six Diamonds 
they had reached a really good contract, but 
Sandra who wanted more, took a chance on 
6NT in case Emma intended asking for aces 
anyway with that previous 4NT bid.

“That 6NT was really a bad bid”, Sandra 
confessed when the tournament was over, but 
you have to play better and have some luck 
simply!

A club was led from East, so Sandra placed 
West with queen-jack in clubs. And it looked 
from her point of view that she should play on 
a double squeeze or a simple squeeze in three 
suits on West.

So to be able to set this up, she immediately 
rose with the ace from dummy to keep the 
communication to her hand and she then 
played on diamonds to force the defense to win 
with the ace. West, who got in, returned the 
queen of clubs confirming her earlier thoughts 
that West was probably the one also holding 
the jack.

Rimstedt won the club return with the king, 
cashed all her diamonds, played a heart to the 
ace before cashing the ace and king of spades, 
pitching her clubs when the defense pitched 
hearts.

When she then called for a heart from dummy, 
West was down to queen-third in the suit since 
she had to hang on to the jack of clubs and 
when the finesse held in hearts she had her 
twelve tricks.

6NT with twelve tricks gave the new Women 
Pair Champions 11-1 in matchpoints.

by Micke Melander

THE YOUTH ARE TAKING OVER
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Women’s Final – Session 4.
Board 7. Dealer South. All Vul.
   [ J 5  
   ] A J 10 9 3
   { K J 7 2
   } 6 2
 [ A 9 8 4   [ Q 10 7 6
 ] –   ] K 8 6 4 2 
 { 8 5 3   { Q 10
 } K 10 9 7 5 4  } Q 3
   [ K 3 2
   ] Q 7 5
   { A 9 6 4
   } A J 8

Here the Swedish pair came to stop in Three Hearts 
and North got a spade led from East who probably was 
very happy defending with five trumps in her hand. 

Sandra who was very well aware of the fact that they 
were playing pairs, and not teams, immediately thought 
that she had to try to make ten tricks, if possible, so it 
felt natural for her to try the finesse in hearts.

Therefore, when she was allowed to win the first 
trick with the jack in hand, a club to dummy´s ace 
followed, whereupon she called for the queen of hearts 
from dummy, intending to finesse West for the king. 
Declarer was now down, if the defense would have 
played correct with that evil trump break.

Bad news arrived for declarer when West discarded 
and East ducked. Another round of trumps followed 
this time to the jack and East who wasn’t aware of 
the danger won with the king and continued with 
more spades. (To defeat the contract the defense had 
to play clubs to make declarer lose control over the 
trump suit.) West won with the ace and played a third 
round whereupon declarer pitched her last club in hand 
hoping that she had read the hand right when she 
believed clubs to be 6-2 since they both had followed 

low on the club to the ace and being playing upside 
down, count and attitude. The defense how shifted to 
clubs and she could ruff that trick.

These were the remaining cards:

    [ –
    ] A 10
    { K J 7 2
    } –
 [ 9    [ Q
 ] –   ] 8 6 4  
 { 8 5 3   { Q 10
 } K 10    } –
    [ –
    ] 7
    { A 9 6 4
    } J

Rimstedt now played a diamond toward dummy, 
East went up with the queen, but it was all over. 
Declarer had read the situation correctly. She won 
with the ace to continue with high diamonds forcing 
East to ruff and then be end-played.

East could only return a spade for a ruff and 
discard allowing dummy’s seven of hearts to win, or 
play a trump whereupon declarer could pull trumps 
to get the remaining tricks.

140 gave the Rimstedt-Övelius 10-2 of the match 
points and a little later our ex-juniors were crowned as 
the new European Open Women Pairs champions.

Note also: The silver medal went to Justyna 
Zmuda, 34, and Katarzyna Dufrat, 27, of Poland. 
The age of the Open Pairs champions was also 
younger than usual. Both Thomas Bessis and 
Frederic Volcker of France are 31. And the 
bronze medal went to Dennis Bilde of Denmark, 
still a junior at 25, and Chris Willenken of the 
USA, 39.

Just to show there are some “golden oldies”, 
Anders Morath, 70, of Sweden won the silver 
medal partnering Bengt-Erik Ephraimsson.Sandra Rimstedt at 9 years old

Sandra Rimstedt
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We all know by now about the Beer Card – 
win the last trick with the seven of diamonds 
(except when diamonds are trumps) and partner 
owes you a beer, while allowing an opponent 
to win the last trick with the Beer Card when 
you could have prevented it costs you a beer, as 
does failure to win the last trick with it when you 
could have done so. Many a dull declarer play 
hand can become more interesting for declarer 
if he holds the Beer Card and can find a way to 
attempt to make it at trick thirteen whilst still 
making the maximum number of tricks available.

I played a congress in Scotland last weekend 
and this was one of the most interesting play 
hands.

Board 16. Dealer West. E/W Vul. IMPs.
   [ A J 10 6 4 2
   ] A 9
   { Q 9
   } 10 8 3
 [ 8 5 3   [ Q 9 7
 ] 8 5 4 3   ] Q 10 2
 { 10 8 4   { K J 6 2
 } 9 7 5   } A K 6
   [ K
   ] K J 7 6
   { A 7 5 3
   } Q J 4 2

 West North East South
 Pass 1[ Pass 2}
 Pass 2[ Pass 3NT
 All Pass

West led the five of hearts to the nine, queen 
and king. As you can see, the winning line is to 
overtake the king of spades with the ace and 
continue with the jack. With spades dividing 
evenly, this produces five spade tricks to go with 
three hearts and a diamond. However, this is 
a very committal line and it seemed that there 
were other chances which might bring home 
the contract when spades were not behaving as 
required, while playing for spades to be three-
three could actually cost the contract on some 
lay-outs where they did not divide evenly.

I therefore cashed the king of spades then 
led the club jack to East’s king. He returned a 
heart to the ace and I played ace then jack of 
spades, discarding a heart and a diamond. Back 
came a heart to the jack so I tried a club to 
the ten and ace. No luck there but East could 
not do anything immediately damaging and 
exited passively with a club. I won and cashed 
the thirteenth club and West made a fatal error. 
Possibly not having noticed my heart discard, 
or just hating to discard a winner, he threw a 
diamond to keep the eight of hearts.

A diamond to the eight, nine and jack saw East 
return the king of diamonds to pin dummy’s 
queen. I won the ace and, as you can see, the 
seven of diamonds won the game-going trick. 
Yes, it needed a defensive error, but an intra-
finesse was quite a nice ending in which to win 
the Beer Card. And, of course, if East was in 
on the Beer Card idea he should have returned 
his low diamond at trick twelve rather than the 
king. True, this would  not have beaten the 
contract, but it would have meant that the last 
trick would have been won with dummy’s spade 
winner rather than the Beer Card.

by Brian Senior

ANOTHER BEER CARD STORY



25th EUROPEAN YOUTH BRIDGE TEAM CHAMPIONSHIPS Tromsø, Norway

13GO TO PAGE: 11 222 333 4444 4 555 666 77 8888 9 1100 11 1122 113 1444 11155 11666 111777 11888 1119999 22222000

What do these three deals from the recent 
European Open Championships in Tromso have 
in common?

Board 21. Dealer North. N/S Vul. BAM.
   [ K 7 3
   ] 9 8 7
   { A 8 6 3 2
   } K 10
 [ A Q 9 6 4   [ 10 5 2
 ] Q J 6   ] 10 4 3
 { 9 5   { 10 4
 } J 7 6   } A Q 9 8 2
   [ J 8
   ] A K 5 2
   { K Q J 7
   } 5 4 3
 
 West North East South
– Pass Pass 1NT(i)
Pass 3NT All Pass
(i) 14-16

West led the six of spades, fourth-best from an 
honour (second-highest from three or more small 
cards), to the three, ten and jack, and declarer 
played ace, king and a third heart to West’s queen, 
East following four, three, ten (E/W were playing 
upside down count and attitude but no Smith).

West chose to return the queen of spades. This 
would succeed if declarer ducked, playing to block 
the suit if East held the ace, and some of the time 
if East had three spades and a diamond stopper.

However, declarer put up the king and cashed 
ten tricks when the contract could have been 
defeated with a club switch.

Board 17. Dealer North. None Vul. Pairs.
    [ 4 3
    ] J 9 8 5 3 2
    { K
    } 9 6 5 3
 [ 5   [ A K 10 9 7 6 2
 ] Q 6 4   ] A K
 { A 10 9 7 5 4  { 6 3
 } 8 7 4   } A Q
    [ Q J 8
    ] 10 7
    { Q J 8 2
    } K J 10 2
 
 West North East South
– 2] Dble Pass
2NT Pass 4[ All Pass 

Two Hearts was a weak two bid and 2NT 
Lebensohl. The defenders were using the same 
methods as on the previous deal.

South led the ten of hearts to the four, two and 
ace. Declarer cashed the ace and king of spades, 
North following three, four, then the heart king, 
North playing the three. Now declarer played a 
third spade to South’s queen, North discarding the 
six of clubs, and South returned a club into the 
ace-queen, giving the second overtrick.

by Brian Senior

A COMMON PROBLEM
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Board 24. Dealer West. None Vul. IMPs.
   [ K 8 4 2
   ] J 9 8 4 2
   { Q 9
   } 9 6
 [ J 10 9   [ Q
 ] 8 3   ] K Q 10 7
 { J 5 3   { A 7 6
 } Q 10 5 3 2  } A K J 7 4
   [ A 7 6 5 3
   ] A 5
   { K 10 8 4 2
   } 8
 
 West North East South
 Pass Pass 1} 1[
 2} 3[ 5} All Pass

South led the ace of spades to the nine, two 
and queen, then switched passively to a trump. 
Declarer drew a second round of trumps then 
led the three of hearts to his seven. That created 
two discards for dummy’s diamond losers and the 
contract made.

The answer to the opening question – what do 
these three deals have in common? – is that all 
three defensive problems could have been solved 
by the use of Suit Preference signals.

On the first deal, East just woodenly made the 
normal count signal to show an odd number of 
hearts. What use was this information to West, 
when it was perfectly obvious what declarer was 
doing? East denied good clubs by failing to play 
hearts upwards – three, four, ten. Perhaps West 

might have got it right anyway, but if he trusted 
his partner’s carding then the actual club position 
could not exist.

On the second board, South was guessing. North 
argued that the six of clubs was a discouraging 
discard, but could it not have been encouraging, 
from }A-9-6? Prior to discarding the }6, North 
had played his lowest card to every trick, which 
suggested interest in clubs. In reality, he was 
just following suit without giving any thought to 
partner’s potential problems. Had he instead 
played higher cards at each opportunity, South 
would have known not to play him for a club card.

And the third deal is more of the same. From 
South’s point of view, North followed at trick 
one with the normal card – the spade two from 
king-to-four. North’s bidding had shown four-card 
spade support so South should know the spade 
position after trick one, whatever card North 
plays. Therefore, North’s spade play should be suit 
preference, showing whether he has a heart card 
or a diamond card, with the middle spade spot card 
being neutral. Here the spade two should show 
interest in diamonds and South should switch to 
that suit, ideally the ten to surround the jack if 
declarer holds the nine. This would, of course, 
have defeated the contract.

Had North followed to trick one with the spade 
eight, he could then have been trusted to have a 
heart card, and now the passive defence would be 
correct – imagine a hand where declarer has the 
same distribution with the queen of diamonds but 
slightly weaker hearts, and now a diamond switch 
could give the contract.

 DUPLIMATE
The Duplimates used to duplicate 

the championship boards in 
Tromso are sold out but you can 
pre-order a Duplimate to be used 
at the World Championships later 
on this year on the same terms, i.e. 
EUR 1999. Contact Jannerstens at 
the bridge stall in the bridge plaza, or 
drop a line to: per@jannersten.com.
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 AUSTRIA
Alischa CHARKOW
Vanessa FLIERL
Stefanie GRAUER
Sophie HERMANN
Philip SCHEBERAN
Florian WEISS
Eduard SCHNOELL (captain)

 BULGARIA
Mark  ANDONOV
Zhivko DRAGANOV
Zhivko SIDEROV
Vellislav STEFANOV
Todor TIHOLOV
Nikolay YANINSKI
Tenyu TENEV (captain)

 DENMARK
Majka C. BILDE
Emil  BUUS THOMSEN
Signe BUUS THOMSEN
Peter  JEPSEN
Rasmus R. JEPSEN
Johanne B. KOFOED
Morten BILDE (captain)
Stig  FARHOLT (coach)

 ENGLAND
Daniel MCINTOSH
Robert MYERS
Thomas PASKE
James PAUL
Alex  ROBERTS
Shivam SHAH
Alan  SHILLITOE (captain)
Jon  COOKE (coach)

 FINLAND
Antti  AIMALA
Vesa  FAGERLUND
Oskari KOIVU
Maria MYLLAERI
Kari  PATANA

 

 FRANCE
Julien BERNARD
Fabrice CHARIGNON
Baptiste COMBESCURE
Colin DEHEEGER
Clement LALOUBEYRE
Anne ROUANET-LABE
J.-Christophe QUANTIN (captain)

 GERMANY
Marie EGGELING
Max  ELLERBECK
Anna MORGIEL
Vemund VIKJORD
Hartmut KONDOCH (captain)
Kareen R SCHROEDER (coach)

 GREECE
Marilena BOBOLAKI
Katerina KAPAYANNIDI
Ioannis OIKONOMOPOULOS
Ioannis SAKELLARIS
Michalis SOFIOS
Konstantinos VOVOS
Stavros BOBOLAKIS (captain)

 HUNGARY
Brigitta FISCHER
Csaba KONKOLY
Kornel LAZAR
Barnabas SZIRMAY-KALOS
Daniel TUBAK
Mate  VAGI
Csaba SZABO (captain)
Anita FRISCH (coach)

 ISRAEL
Adi  ASULIN
Eyal  EREZ
Gal  GERSTNER
Hila  LEVI
Moshe MEYOUHAS
Lee  ROSENTHAL
Ory  ASSARAF (captain)

UNDER 26
TEAM ROSTERS
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 ITALY
Gianluca BERGAMI
Alessandro CALMANOVICI
Giuseppe DELLE CAVE
Giovanni DONATI
Alessandro GANDOGLIA
Gabriele ZANASI
Gianni MEDUGNO (captain)
Valerio GIUBILO (coach)

 NETHERLANDS
Tobias POLAK
Bas  VAN ENGELEN
Tom  VAN OVERBEEKE
Thijs  VERBEEK
Chris  WESTERBEEK
Ricardo WESTERBEEK
Agnes SNELLERS (captain)
Kees  TAMMENS (coach)

 NORWAY
Christian BAKKE
Harald EIDE
Espen FLAATT
Tor Eivind GRUDE
Anders  GUNDERSEN 
Kristoffer HEGGE
Lars  EIDE (captain)
Lars Arthur JOHANSEN (coach)

 POLAND
Max  CHODACKI
Pawel JASSEM
Wojciech KAZMIERCZAK
Michal KLUKOWSKI
Kamil NOWAK
Lukasz WITKOWSKI
Marek MARKOWSKI (captain)

 PORTUGAL
Francisco COSTA
Matilde COSTA
Francisco COUTINHO
Miguel FERREIRA
Jose  MORAES
Francisco RAMOS
Joao  FARIA (captain)
Joao  FARIA (coach)

 SWEDEN
Simon EKENBERG
Mikael GRONKVIST
Daniel GULLBERG
Simon HULT
Johan KARLSSON
Adam STOKKA
Per  LEANDERSSON (captain)
Tom  GARDS (coach)

 TURKEY
Fatih  AYDIN
Ataman AYDOGDU
Yusuf Berkay KAPUSUZ
Can  KORKMAZ
Can Erdem TUKENMEZ
Deniz UNALAN
Umit  TARHAN
Gultekin SOYLU

 WALES
Benjamin BARRETT
Sarah GREENER
Jonathan RICHARDS
ALICE SMART

http://newinbridge.com/ubid?id=bulletin-tromso2-0150628
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UNDER 21
TEAM ROSTERS

 CZECH REPUBLIC
Michael BOTUR
Lucie KOHUTOVA
Lukas KOLEK
Jakub VOJTIK
Vladimir MACHAT (captain)

 DENMARK
Sophie BUNE
Soren BUNE
Soeren Veel CASPERSEN
Malene Holm CHRISTENSEN
Oliver ROSAGER
Victor TODD-MOIR
Morten R.  BUNE (captain)
Dennis BILDE (coach)

 ENGLAND
Sam  BEHRENS
Laura COVILL
Nicholas DEAN
Frederick ILLINGWORTH
Stephen KENNEDY
Ben  NORTON
Michael BYRNE (captain)
Bryony YOUNGS (coach)

 FINLAND
Aleksi AALTO
Hermanni HUHTAMAKI
Tatu  SAMMALISTO
Vaino TORNROOS
Kari  PATANA (captain)

 FRANCE
Raphael BASLER
Luc  BELLICAUD
Francois BEUGIN
Arthur BOULIN
Melic  DUFRENE
Theo  GUILLEMIN
Christophe OURSEL (captain)

 GERMANY
Florian ALTER
Stig  JESSE
Philipp PABST
Lauritz STRECK
Sibrand VAN OOSTEN
Leonard VORNKAHL
Hartmut KONDOCH (captain)
Kareen R SCHROEDER (coach)
 
 HUNGARY
Balint HOMONNAY
Hanka LAJOS
Kartal NAGY
Barna VILLANYI
Katalin MEZEI (captain)
Laszlo HONTI (coach)

 ISRAEL
Shahaf AVITAL
Amir  EZION
Oren  TOLEDANO
Lior  URMAN
Asaf  YEKUTIELI
Ami  ZAMIR
Eran  ASSARAF (captain)

 ITALY
Andrea MANGANELLA
Giacomo PERCARIO
Federico PORTA
Andrea ROSALBA
Roberto SAU
Sebastiano SCATA
Gianni MEDUGNO (captain)
Dario ATTANASIO (coach)

 LATVIA
Martins BALODIS
Gints  DREIMANIS
Viktors ILDEIKINS
Janis  ILZINS
Karlis RUBINS
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 NETHERLANDS
Veri  KILJAN
Guy  MENDES DE LEON
Thibo SPRINKHUIZEN
Leen  STOUGIE
Marc  STOUGIE
Luc  TIJSSEN
Niek  BRINK (captain)
Maarten SCHOLLAARDT (coach)
 
 NORWAY
Sebastian GEISSLER
Ole Andre HAUKAAS
Joakim  SAETHER 
Marcus SCHEIE
Lars  EIDE (captain)
Lars Arthur JOHANSEN (coach)

 POLAND
Jakub ANDRUSZKIEWICZ
Zofia  BALDYSZ
Blazej KRAWCZYK
Edward SUCHARDA
Krzysztof SUPERSON
Marcin SZYMANSKI
Tomasz RADKO (captain)
Adrian BAKALARZ (coach)

 RUSSIA
Elizaveta ARSENTYEVA
Nikolay SKARZHINSKIY
Ivan  VYSHESLAVOV
Vsevolod ZUBOV
Zigfrid ZVEZDIN

 SCOTLAND
Olivia BAILEY
Jun  NAKAMARU-PINDER
Suzanna NESOM
Liam  OBRIEN
Stewart PINKERTON
Ronan R.J. VALENTINE
Elizabeth McGOWAN (captain)

 SWEDEN
Carl  BLEKEMO
Ida  GRONKVIST
Johannes MATSSON
Mikael RIMSTEDT
Ola  RIMSTEDT
Johan SAFSTEN
Per  LEANDERSSON (captain)
Tom  GARDS (coach)

WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP BOOK 
2014

I have a small supply of the new 2014 World 
Championship Book, about the championships held 
in Sanya last year. These are for sale in Tromso for a 
special Youth price of just 150 Krone (just over half the 
normal price).

Anyone interested can find me in the Bulletin Office, 
through the white sheets on the far side of the cafeteria.

Brian Senior
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LADIES
TEAM ROSTERS

 FRANCE
Sarah COMBESCURE
Anne-Laure HUBERSCHWILLER
Anais LELEU
Jennifer MOURGUES
Solene THEPAUT-VENTOS
Mathilde THUILLEZ
Jerome ROMBAUT (captain)

 HUNGARY
Maria BEKO
Zsofia BEKO
Zsuzsanna BEKO
Laura ERSEK
Hanna REVAI
Laszlo HONTI (captain)
Katalin MEZEI (coach)

 ITALY
Rossella BENINCASA
Margherita CHAVARRIA
Margherita COSTA
Caterina DE LUTIO
Michela SALVATO
Giulia SCRIATTIOLI
Gianni MEDUGNO (captain)
Emanuela CAPRIATA (coach)
 

 NETHERLANDS
Merel BRUIJNSTEEN
Carla GROENLAND
Sandra KOLEN
Lotte  LEUFKENS
Doris VAN DELFT
Janneke WACKWITZ
Martine VERBEEK (captain)
Laura DEKKERS (coach)

 NORWAY
Katarina EKREN
Stine  FROYSE
Thea Hove HAUGE
Thea Lucia INDREBO
Marte H. KLINGEN
Sofie G. SJODAL
Sven Olai HOYLAND (captain)
Rosaline BARENDREGT (coach)

 POLAND
Joanna BREDE 
Magda BUDZYNSKA 
Izabella JAWORSKA 
Zuzanna MOSZCZYNSKA 
Dominika PIESIEWICZ 
Justyna ZMUDA 
Piotr  ZATORSKI (captain)
Katarzyna DUFRAT (coach)

TIME OFF?

The nearest spot to visit from the playing venue is Polaria, the Arctic exhibition, aquarium, 
and seal pool. The building is just outside, looking like a set of falling dominoes.

The seals are fed at 12.30 and 3 pm each day and are taught tricks as they feed. There is a 
10-minute film about the Northern Lights half-an-hour before the seal feeding time.

Bridge players showing their badge should get the student entry fee rate of 70 Norwegian 
Kroner. Under 16s are 60 NKr.
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 CZECH REPUBLIC
Tomas FRIDRICH
Adam PROCHAZKA
Petr  VOLHEJN
Otradovcova ZUZANA
Michal KRALIK (captain)
Milan MACURA (coach)

 ENGLAND
Isaac  CHANNON
Harry MADDEN
Jack  RONAYNE
Liam  SANDERSON
Oscar SELBY
Daniel WINTER
Paul  BARDEN (captain)
David BAKHSHI (coach)

 FRANCE
Maxence FRAGOLA
Romaric GUTH
Hugo RABOURDIN
Clement TEIL
Christophe OURSEL (captain)
 
 GERMANY
Felix  DOERMER
Viktor OTTO
Julian PETER 
Ruben SCHULTE
Frederik HAHN (captain)
Hartmut KONDOCH (coach)

 HUNGARY
Zsolt  ARGAY
Tamas KERENYI
Leo  SZUCS
Andrea TOTH
Istvan KERENYI (captain)
Bernadette ARGAYNE MAGYAR (coach)

 IRELAND
Brendon BINNIE
Leah  FINNEGAN
Conor GALLAGHER
Denise WALSH
Ken  WALSH (captain)

 ISRAEL
Roi  ARGELAZY
Nir  KHUTORSKY
Tomer LOONSTEIN
Gal  MATATYAHOU
Jonathan SCHARO
Aviv  ZEITAK
Jorge SCHARO  (captain)

 NETHERLANDS
Jasper BLOM
Dieter GOUDZWAARD
Oscar NIJSSEN
Tim  VAN DE PAVERD
Jan  KOLEN (captain)
Carla ARNOLDS (coach)

 NORWAY
Marius D. AUSTAD
Kaja  BREKKE
Anders BROGELAND
Sanna E.D. DYBDAHL
Christian F. JOHNSEN
Audun MURUD
Kristian ELLINGSEN (captain)
Solvi K. FLO (coach)

 POLAND
Maciej KEDZIERSKI
Kacper KOPKA
Michal KUCZKOWSKI
Michal MASZENDA
Mateusz SLUSZNIAK
Oskar TRYBUS
Roland LIPPIK (captain)
Marcin DOBROWOLSKI (coach)

 SCOTLAND
Saketh JAMPANA
Adam TOBIAS
David TOBIAS
Wan-Hew TRAN
Ronald GAFFIN (captain)
John  DI MAMBRO (coach)

 SWEDEN
Willem BERNER
Sanna CLEMENTSSON
Erik  HANSSON
Castor MANN
Alexander SANDIN
Per  LEANDERSSON (captain)
Hans-Ove SANDIN (coach)

UNDER 16
TEAM ROSTERS


