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Adventures with Ottlik
Mark Horton, p. 4

Monaco vs Croatia
John Carruthers, p. 8
Denmark vs Latvia
Barry Rigal, p. 11
Bulgaria vs Iceland
David Bird, p. 13

TIME TABLE AND BBO SCHEDULE TODAY
10.00:

ON SITE VG + BBO BBO ONLY VOICE + BBO

Having started the final of the European Women's Pairs Championship in the lead 
by virtue of the carry over, Israel's Hila Levi & Adi Asulin showed the rest of the 
field a clean pair of heels and were never headed as they raced to victory. Poland's 
Justyna Zmuda & Katarzyna Dufrat finished second and Norway's Gunn Helness & 
Lise Blaagestad were third.

Italy's Monica Cuzzi & Franca Serangeli were the winners of Final B.
In the European Teams Championship day three ended with yet another leader as 

France raced to the top. The reigning World Champions, Poland have moved up to 
second, while Germany leapt seven places into third.

13.20: 16.00:
Women's Pairs Final
Brian Senior, p. 16

Norway vs Hungary
Jos Jacobs, p. 5

VERY IMPORTANT: ONLY AUTHORIZED STAFF 
ALLOWED ON THE 3RD FLOOR DURING PLAYING SESSIONS!

Extending the opportunity
Barry Rigal, p. 24
Scotland vs Wales
Ron Tacchi, p. 25
Team rosters - Open
p. 29
Results
p. 30

Hungary vs Turkey
Ram Soffer, p. 21

18.40:
O/W/S Teams
BBO:
   IRE - CRO (O)
   POL - ICE (O)
   TUR - GRE (O)
   SWE - FRA (W)
   ITA - ENG (W)
   GER - HUN (S)

nndddd-d-d---MMMMMM

O/W/S Teams
BBO:
    ITA - ISR (O)   
   FRA - NED (O)
   SWE - ENG (O)
   NOR - DEN (O)
   POL - GER (O)
   HUN - FIN (O)

O/W/S Teams
BBO:
   ENG - TUR (O)
   LAT - GER (O)
   ISR - IRE (O)
   BUL - NOR (O)
   ITA - DEN (W)
   HUN - NED (W)

O/W/S Teams
BBO:
   NED - HUN (O)
   BEL - ITA (O)
   CYP - TUR (O)
   CRO - FRA (O)
   BEL - NED (S)
   ISR - IRE (W)

President's speech
Yves Aubry, p. 2
Matches today
p. 3



PRESIDENT'S SPEECH
by Yves Aubry, EBL President

Mr György Kozmann, Assistant Secretary of State for Sports,
Mr Géza Homonnay – President of the Hungarian Bridge Federation,
Dear Bridge Friends,

I am pleased to welcome all of you in Budapest, to participate in the 16th European Women’s Na-
tional Pairs Championships and the 53rd European Bridge Team Championships.

This is a return to Budapest where the EBL had not organised any European Team Championships 
for 79 years.

The Championships held in 1937, organised at that time by the International Bridge League, were 
won by Austria. Hungary won in the editions of 1934 in Vienna and in 1938 in Oslo.

We are back in Budapest and I am confident that you will enjoy discovering this beautiful city with 
a lot of history, the banks of the Danube, the bustle of the city and its modern life and all that makes 
Budapest one of the most exciting capitals in Europe.

 It is a great pleasure to recognise the degree of participation in the Team Championships with 84 
teams representing 38 countries. In addition this year, we have the return of the Women’s National 
Pairs for its 16th edition with the participation of 61 pairs coming from 22 countries.

We are proud to welcome José Damiani and Gianarrigo Rona, EBL Emeritus Presidents and all the 
WBF Management Committee.

I want to thank the Hungarian Authorities:
Mr János Áder, Hungarian State President
Mr György Kozmann, Assistant Secretary of State for Sports
Mr István Tarlós, Mayor of the City of Budapest

I would like to congratulate the Hungarian Bridge Federation, its President Géza Homonnay, all the 
Organising Committee led by Zsolt Szetei and my Colleague Josef Harsanyi, EBL EC Member who 
was born here in Budapest.

My special thanks go to the EBL staff and the Hungarian volunteers who will work very hard during 
these 10 days with a genuine enthusiasm and dedication.

Thank you also to the two main Hungarian sponsors: MOL and OTP Bank for their generous support.

 But I would mostly thank you, all the players.
During these troubled times almost everywhere in Europe and even in the world, it gives you the 

opportunity to share the same values, the same sporting spirit, passion, enthusiasm, fair-play and re-
spect. More than ever our moto “Bridge for peace” 
is appropriate.

I hope these ten days will permit you to meet 
new people, to renew old friendship and live these 
Championships with a real passion.

Enjoy your play and your stay in Budapest.
I declare the 53rd European Bridge Team Cham-

pionships officially open.

Yves Aubry
EBL President
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MATCHES TODAY

SER ROM
ICE FIN
LAT GER
NED SWI
EST HUN
GRE GEO
CZE POL
ENG TUR
RUS AUT
CROA BLR
CYP FRA
ISR IRE
DEN WAL
POR FAR
SCO SWE
BUL NOR
MON SPA
BEL UKR
ITA Byeyy

MON BEL
LAT BUL
ITA DEN
NOR POR
SPA SCO
UKR ISR
SWE RUS
IRE CRO
WAL CYP
FAR ENG
FRA EST
TUR GRE
AUT CZE
BLR NED
POL ICE
SWI FIN
HUN SER
GEO GER
ROM Byeyy

ROM MON
BUL BEL
ITA ISR
NOR DEN
SPA POR
UKR SCO
SWE ENG
IRE RUS
WAL CRO
FAR CYP
FRA NED
TUR EST
AUT GRE
BLR CZE
POL GER
SWI ICE
HUN FIN
GEO SER
LAT Bye

  OPEN R.13     OPEN R. 14     OPEN R. 15

TIME: 13.20 TIME: 16.00 TIME: 18.40

ROM FIN
SER GER
ICE LAT
NED HUN
EST GEO
GRE POL
CZE SWI
ENG AUT
RUS BLR
CRO FRA
CYP TUR
ISR WAL
DEN FAR
POR SWE
SCO IRE
BUL SPA
MON UKR
BEL ITA
NOR Byeyy

  OPEN R. 12

TIME: 10.00

ISR FRA
GRE RUS
FIN SCO
ENG SMR
SWE NOR
GER BUL
IRE SER
HUN NED
ITA DEN
TUR SPA
POR POL
EST Bye 

SWE FRA
HUN RUS
IRE SCO
GER SMR
ITA ENG
TUR FIN
EST NOR
POR ISR
POL NED
DEN SER
SPA BUL
GRE Bye 

SER NED
BUL NOR
EST POL
SPA DEN
POR ITA
HUN SWE
IRE GER
FIN ENG
GRE ISR
SMR FRA
SCO RUS
TUR Bye

   WOMEN R. 2    WOMEN R. 3    WOMEN R. 4

TIME: 13.20 TIME: 16.00 TIME: 18.40

FRA EST
RUS SPA
SCO DEN
SMR POL
NED POR
FIN SWE
BUL TUR
SER ITA
ENG HUN
ISR IRE
GRE GER
NOR Bye

   WOMEN R. 1

TIME: 10.00

WAL POL
ENG HUN
EST NOR
ITA ROM
FRA POR
GER DEN
NED AUT
FIN IRE
BUL SPA
ISR SWE
TUR SCO
SER BEL 

NED POL
GER HUN
SPA POR
FIN ROM
BUL ITA
ISR BEL
TUR ENG
EST WAL
SWE IRE
SCO AUT
NOR DEN
FRA SER 

POL ITA
HUN WAL
ROM BEL
FRA IRE
GER POR
NED DEN
FIN AUT
BUL NOR
ISR SPA
TUR SWE
EST SCO
SER ENG

   SENIOR R. 2    SENIOR R. 3    SENIOR R. 4

TIME: 13.20 TIME: 16.00 TIME: 18.40

POL SPA
HUN NOR
ROM SWE
DEN EST
AUT TUR
IRE ISR
POR BUL
ENG FIN
BEL NED
ITA GER
WAL FRA
SCO SER

   SENIOR R. 1

TIME: 10.00



11 22  3333 444 5 66 77 8 99 1000 111 1222 113 1144 1555 11666 1117777 111888 
11999 2222000 222111 2222 2233 2444 2255 26 2227 228 RRROOSTTTTERRRSS REEESSSSUUUUULLLTTSSS S 333222 333333

GO TO PAGE:

53RD EUROPEAN TEAM CHAMPIONSHIPS Budapest, Hungary

4

by Mark Horton

Dealer South. E-W Vul.

 [ J 6 3   [ A K Q 10 8 5
 ] 9 4 3   ] A Q
 { 8 5 3 2   { 7 4
 } 6 4 2   } A K 3

 West North East South
 — — — 1]
 Pass Pass Dble 2{
 Pass 2] 3NT Pass
 Pass 4] 4[ All Pass

Against 4[ by East. South leads the {K; North 
contributes the {Q so South underleads in diamonds 
to North’s jack. Back comes the ]J; plan the play.

If you manage to strip South of his diamonds – using 
your two trump entries – you can squeeze North in 
clubs and hearts by running your trumps. The whole 
distribution is obvious: North cannot blank his ten of 
hearts against the doubleton nine in dummy lest South 
gets caught in a “stepping-stone” sort of endplay, nor 
can he give up his club trick.

East uses his two trump entries to dummy, the spade 
jack and six(!) to ruff diamonds, then  runs the rest of 
his trumps. This is the four-card ending:

    [ —
    ] 10 6
    { —
    } J 10 8
 [ —   [ 8
 ] 9 4   ] Q
 { —   { —
 } 6 4 2   } A K 3
    [ —
    ] K 8 7
    { —
    } Q 9

East leads [8 and pitches the }2 from dummy. 
The defenders can take only one more trick. Terence 
Reese identified this position as the Vice Squeeze.

The full deal:
    [ 9 4
    ] J 10 6
    { Q J 6
    } J 10 8 7 5
 [ J 6 3   [ A K Q 10 8 5
 ] 9 4 3   ] A Q
 { 8 5 3 2   { 7 4
 } 6 4 2   } A K 3
    [ 7 2
    ] K 8 7 5 2
    { A K 10 9
    } Q 9

ADVENTURES WITH OTTLIK

Dealer West 

 [ A 3   [ K
 ] K J 10 8 5   ] Q 9 7 4 3
 { Q 10 6   { K J 9 5
 } A Q 6   } J 7 5

 West North East South
 1] 1[ 2] 3[
 4] All Pass

Play Instructions: 
Against 4] by West, North leads {A, {3. 
Over to you.

NEW PROBLEM

SSSSOOOOLUTION TO YESTERDAY'S PROBBLLEEEMMM 

JJ 10 8

JJ 1010 88 77 55
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by Jos Jacobs

Open Teams, Round 6

When this match got underway, early afternoon on 
Friday, the host nation was in the runner-up position 
whereas their opponents from Norway were lying 
4th. Those who were expecting a spectacular match, 
however, would feel more and more disappointed 
as the first part of the match progressed. Relatively 
uninteresting boards and a couple of lucky/unlucky 
views in the play resulted in the only two sizeable 
swings during the first eight boards. 

This was the first of the two:

Board 18. Dealer East. N/S Vul.
   [ K Q 5 3
   ] J 10 9 6 5 2
   { Q
   } 9 8
 [ 7 2   [ J 9 6 4
 ] K 8 4 3   ] A 7
 { A K 7 3   { J 9 8 6
 } K J 7   } A Q 5
   [ A 10 8
   ] Q
   { 10 5 4 2
   } 10 6 4 3 2

 Open Room
 West North East South
 Winkler Hoftaniska Dumbovich Charlsen
 – – 1{ Pass
 1] Pass 1[ Pass
 3NT All Pass

With West the declarer, North led the ]J on which 
South contributed the queen. Declarer won his king 
and had to rethink about the diamond position. A pri-
ori, the percentage play would be to cash the {AK 
hoping for the queen singleton or doubleton but, with 
the heart length in North, the double finesse against 
the {Q10 with South might well be the superior line, 
as the diamond length now is more likely to be with 
South. 

After some thought, Winkler went for the latter line. 
He crossed to a club in dummy and ran the {J…
only to lose to the bare queen with North. One down, 
Norway +50.

 Closed Room
 West North East South
 Brogeland Kemény Lindqvist Szalka
 – – 1{ Pass
 1] Pass 1[ Pass
 2{* Pass 2NT Pass
 3{ Pass 3NT All Pass

2{ Game forcing

At the other table, East was the declarer and South 
led the }6. If you place the club length with South, 
there is no longer any reason to play South for dia-
mond length as well, so the percentage play seems 
the appropriate line. Lindqvist won the first trick with 
his }A and cashed the {A next…

Norway another +400 and 10 IMPs to them.

NORWAY VS HUNGARY

NORWAY
Espen Lindqvist

HUNGARY
Gabor Winkler

99 88
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A few boards later, North faced a lead problem.

Board 22. Dealer East. E/W Vul.
   [ 10 8 7
   ] J 10 5
   { A 10 9 5 3
   } 6 2
 [ A J 9 5 3   [ K Q 6
 ] A 8 4   ] K 9 6 2
 { K 6   { 7 4
 } K 10 7   } Q 8 4 3
   [ 4 2
   ] Q 7 3
   { Q J 8 2
   } A J 9 5

 Open Room
 West North East South
 Winkler Hoftaniska Dumbovich Charlsen
   Pass Pass
 1[ Pass 2} Pass
 4[ All Pass

After this Drury auction, North led the ]J. Left to 
his own resources, declarer’s best shot on this layout 
would have been to duck the opening lead. If decla-
rer ducks, North would have to continue a club to his 
partner’s ace. Then, a diamond shift by South would 
set the contract.  On any other continuation, declarer 
can win, draw trumps, cash the hearts for a diamond 
discard and lead a club to his ten. 

At the table, declarer won his ]A and now, his only 
winning line would have been a direct finesse of the }
J9 through South – an impossible line because decla-
rer lacks the entries to both take the club finesse twice 
and enjoy dummy’s last club for a heart discard.

When declarer eventually tried to pin the }9 by run-
ning the }10 from his hand, he actually went down 
two. Norway +200.

Closed Room
 West North East South
 Brogeland Kemény Lindqvist Szalka
 – – Pass Pass
 1NT Pass 2} Pass
 2[ Pass 3} Pass
 3[ Pass 4[ All Pass

Once West’s five-card suit came to light, the Norwe-
gians, too, reached the proper contract. When North 
found the unlucky lead of the }6, the hand was quic-
kly over…

Declarer ran the lead to South’s nine and his ten, 

drew three rounds of trumps and led a club from dum-
my on which South hopped up with his ace. After 
this, the defence could get nothing more than just two 
diamond tricks. Norway +620 and 13 IMPs more.

On the first board of the second half of the match, 
Hungarian aggression paid off:

Board 25. Dealer North. E/W Vul.
    [ J 10 8 7
    ] A K 2
    { 5
    } J 9 7 4 3
 [ 9 5 4 2   [ A K Q 6 3
 ] J 6 3   ] Q 10 5 4
 { A K 9 6 2   { 7 4
 } 6   } A Q
    [ —
    ] 9 8 7
    { Q J 10 8 3
    } K 10 8 5 2

 Open Room
 West North East South
 Winkler Hoftaniska Dumbovich Charlsen
 – Pass 1[ Pass
 4} Pass 4[ All Pass

When South did not show his two-suiter, the Hunga-
rian E/W were allowed to score their vulnerable game 
for an easy +620.

At the other table, South did in fact come to life:

 Closed Room
 West North East South
 Brogeland Kemény Lindqvist Szalka
 – Pass 1[ 2NT
 4[ 5} 5[ Pass
 Pass Dble All Pass

Careful defence will beat 5} but the contract was 
made (doubled and once redoubled) on a number of 
occasions. North does not have enough trumps to ruff 
three diamonds and a heart if the defence continues 
hearts in time and West keeps his “guard” in spades 
by pitching a heart on the second round of trumps. 

So one might say that E/W took the right decision 
in going on to 5[. This contract looks reasonable 
enough but on the actual trump layout, there was no 
way to avoid defeat. Hungary +200 and a much nee-
ded 13 IMPs back to them.

[]{}

66 2

JJ 9 7 4 3
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LYON - the place to be in August 2017

WORLD BRIDGE TEAMS CHAMPIONSHIPS
from 12th to 25th August 2017

LYON – FRANCE

Its geographic location at the heart of Europe has always made Lyon a place of warmth and cultural Its geographic location at the heart of Europe has always made Lyon a place of warmth and cultural 
exchange. Today, Lyon still passionately cultivates this tradition of hospitality and openness.exchange. Today, Lyon still passionately cultivates this tradition of hospitality and openness.

The French Bridge Federation is pleased to invite you The French Bridge Federation is pleased to invite you 
to come and participate in the official events and side games.to come and participate in the official events and side games.
Come to Lyon and play!Come to Lyon and play!

Schedule of play for the 2017 World Bridge Teams ChampionshipsSchedule of play for the 2017 World Bridge Teams Championships

Teams Registration Saturday 12Teams Registration Saturday 12thth August August
Captains meeting  Saturday 12Captains meeting  Saturday 12thth August August
Opening Ceremony Saturday 12Opening Ceremony Saturday 12thth August at 19.00 August at 19.00
Round Robin  1st Match Sunday 13Round Robin  1st Match Sunday 13thth August August
Round Robin  Last Match Saturday 19Round Robin  Last Match Saturday 19thth August August
Captains Meeting  (Qualified Teams) Saturday 19Captains Meeting  (Qualified Teams) Saturday 19thth August August
Quarter-final Sunday 20Quarter-final Sunday 20thth August August
Transnational Teams Monday 21Transnational Teams Monday 21stst August August
Semi-final Tuesday 22Semi-final Tuesday 22ndnd August August
Final & Play-Off  Thursday 24Final & Play-Off  Thursday 24thth to Saturday 26 to Saturday 26thth

Prize-giving &Prize-giving &
Closing ceremony  Saturday 26Closing ceremony  Saturday 26thth

Board 30. Dealer East. None Vul.
   [ A
   ] K J 2
   { A Q 3 2
   } A Q 9 5 3
 [ Q 10 9   [ J 6 5 4 2
 ] Q 10 6 4   ] 9 8
 { J 10 9   { 8 7 6 5
 } K 6 2   } 10 7
   [ K  8 7 3
   ] A 7 5 3
   { K 4
   } J 8 4

On this board, N/S can make all 13 tricks in clubs or 
NT by dropping the }10 and finessing the ]Q. The 
better contract, of course, is 6} as North’s heart loser 
would go on South’s top spade. You would only need 
a decent trump break to come to 12 tricks. 

Norway ended up in 6NT which needs either five 
club tricks or a working heart finesse. Their +990 thus 
was good for another 11 IMPs as both slams were 
missed by the Hungarians.

The final score was 47-15 to Norway, 17.03 – 2.97 
V.P.

A QQ 9 5 33
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by John Carruthers

Open Teams, Round 5

After Day 1, Croatia was at the top of the table, 
while Monaco was languishing in eighteenth place. 
Despite not having Fantoni/Nunes in the Monaco 
lineup, no one expected that to continue.

Board 1. Dealer North. None Vul.
   [ K 7
   ] A J 10 7
   { J 10 2
   } A K J 2
 [ A J 4 2   [ Q 10 8 6 3
 ] 9 6 4 2   ] K 8 5 3
 { —   { A 7 4
 } Q 10 5 4 3   } 6
   [ 9 5
   ] Q
   { K Q 9 8 6 5 3
   } 9 8 7

Open Room
West North East South
Šver Multon Pilipović Martens
— 1} 1[ Pass
4[ Pass Pass Pass

More sophisticated methods, such as transfer 
advances after the interference, would have helped 

Martens/Multon here. Even Polish negative free bids 
would have worked a treat. In either case, they’d 
have been able to reach Five Diamonds or double 
Four Spades. On the other hand, once Multon had 
decided his hand was too strong for a 15-17 notrump, 
he might have followed through and doubled Four 
Spades – Martens would have had no losing option.

Martens led the queen of hearts to Multon’s ace. 
North returned the ten of hearts to ruff out the king. 
A club to the jack, heart jack, heart ruff meant that the 
defence had taken the first five tricks, with the king of 
spades to come. Plus 150 to North/South.

Closed Room
West North East South
Helgemo Zorić Helness Staničić
— 1NT 2}* 3}*

4{* Pass 4[ Pass
Pass Dble* All Pass

2} Majors
3} Diamonds
4{ Bid the major you prefer
Dble More penalty-oriented 
 (double of four diamonds 
 would have suggested bidding on)

The defence went the same way, but for plus 500 to 
North/South; 8 IMPs to Croatia.

MONACO VS CROATIA

CROATIA
Nikica Šver

CROATIA
Marina Pilipović
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Board 5. Dealer North. N/S Vul.
   [ J 5
   ] 4 2
   { A Q J 10 5 4 3
   } 5 4
 [ 10 2   [ Q 8 4 3
 ] K 9 3   ] A 10 8 7
 { 7   { K 8 6 2
 } A K J 9 7 6 2  } 8
   [ A K 9 7 6
   ] Q J 6 5
   { 9
   } Q 10 3

Open Room
West North East South
Šver Multon Pilipović Martens
— 3{ Pass Pass
4}* Pass 4{* Pass
5}* Pass 5] Dble
All Pass

4} Intended as natural, but interpreted as 
 Non-Leaping Michaels
4{ Intended as bid your major, but interpreted 
 as a control-bid in diamonds, agreeing clubs
5} No interest in higher contracts

Pilipović struggled to four off, minus 800.

Closed Room
West North East South
Helgemo Zorić Helness Staničić
— 3{ Pass Pass
3NT Pass Pass Dble
4} Pass Pass Pass

Helgemo was willing to bluff a little bit, but when 
Staničić went all in he had to muck. He made his 
contract and was surprised to learn that he’d won 14 
IMPs. If he’d redoubled to express doubt, and Helness 
had stood for it, and Helgemo had made it (as seems 
likely), Monaco would have been plus 800 at both 
tables. However, that would have been only 3 more 
IMPs.

Board 8. Dealer West. None Vul.
    [ 9 8 3
    ] 6 4 3 2
    { J 3
    } 8 7 4 2
 [ K J 6 4   [ Q 10 5 2
 ] J 7   ] 10
 { K 10 9 6 5   { A Q 8 4
 } 9 6   } K Q 10 3
    [ A 7
    ] A K Q 9 8 5
    { 7 2
    } A J 5

Open Room
West North East South
Šver Multon Pilipović Martens
Pass Pass 1} Dble
1[ Pass 2[ 3]
3[ 4] All Pass

On the nine of clubs lead, Martens lost the obvious 
four tricks for minus 50.

Closed Room
West North East South
Helgemo Zorić Helness Staničić
Pass Pass 1} Double
1[ Pass 3]* 3NT
4[ Pass Pass Pass

3] Mini-splinter; invitational

Helgemo didn’t think he’d make Four Spades, but 
did think North/South would make 3NT, with seven 
hearts and a couple of aces. He was wrong on both 
counts. Zorić led the jack of diamonds (according to 
Bob Hamman, doubleton-jack is the world’s worst 
lead). Helgemo won and led a trump. Staničić won 
and tried to give Zorić a diamond ruff. Oops. Cashing 
a heart would have been more prudent. Plus 420 to 
East/West and 9 IMPs to Monaco.

[]{}CROATIA
Vedran Zorić
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Board 12. Dealer West. N/S Vul.
   [ K 10 7 3
   ] 10 2
   { K J
   } A K 10 8 5
 [ 9 8 2   [ A Q J 5 4
 ] A Q J 8 5 3  ] 7 4
 { 10 3   { Q 7 2
 } J 2   } 6 4 3
   [ 6
   ] K 9 6
   { A 9 8 6 5 4
   } Q 9 7

Open Room
West North East South
Šver Multon Pilipović Martens
Helgemo Zorić Helness Staničić
2] Dble Pass 3{*
Pass 3] Pass 3NT
All Pass

3{ Shows values (South would bid 2NT, requesting 
three clubs, with bad hands)

Helgemo and Helness were amused to discover that, 
despite the fact that they’d beaten three notrump five 
tricks, vulnerable, for plus 500, they’d lost 5 IMPs. 
Helgemo had led the two of spades, blocking the suit, 
and the defence had taken nine tricks (six hearts and 
three spades), five down, plus 500. At the other table, 

Šver had led the nine of spades, unblocking the suit 
and leading to seven down (six hearts and five spades)!

Monaco won the match 33-15. Croatia had lost 
20 IMPs on two bidding misunderstanding disasters: 
the Non-Leaping Michaels minus 800 and a transfer-
advance where one partner passed out three spades, 
missing game, while the other partner thought he’d 
made a slam try.

MONACO
Krzysztof Martens

AA KK 1100 88 5
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by Barry Rigal

Open Teams, Round 5

This match between two of the hopeful contenders 
featured very few swings in the early stages – but that 
didn’t mean dull bridge.

Board 1. Dealer North. None Vul.
   [ K 7
   ] A J 10 7
   { J 10 2
   } A K J 2
 [ A J 4 2   [ Q 10 8 6 3
 ] 9 6 4 2   ] K 8 5 3
 { —   { A 7 4
 } Q 10 5 4 3   } 6
   [ 9 5
   ] Q
   { K Q 9 8 6 5 3
   } 9 8 7

West North East South
Ivars Dennis Bruno Morten
 1NT Pass 2NT*
Pass 3{ Pass 3NT
All Pass

2NT Diamonds

West North East South
Knut Rubins Bruun Lorencs
 1NT Dble 2NT*
3[ 3NT Pass Pass
4] Dble 4[ Pass
Pass Dble All Pass

2NT Diamonds

With so many family members playing – the open 
room being two Bildes against two members of the 
Rubenis clan – and Knut Blakset in the closed room, 
(Lars Blakset sitting out), we have used first names to 
distinguish the players where appropriate.

Which contract do you fancy more? Neither might be 
fancied but there’s many a slip. In 4[x the defenders 
missed their heart ruffs (culpably?) leading a top club 
on which South played the nine, then shifted to the 
{J. Knut now had an unlikely way home, harnessing 

the power of his mighty }4 – he had sacrificed the 
five at trick one. Lead the }Q covered by king and 
seven, come back to the [A, and lead the }10 to the 
jack and eight. When you play a second trump and 
find they break, you can ruff a diamond and cash two 
clubs -- your four and three -- to pitch small hearts, before 
leading a heart to the king. Knut missed this possibility, 
but it turned out not to be a losing board for his side, 
thanks to the Hammer horror show from the other room. 
Playing 3NT Dennis won the second spade and played a 
diamond to dummy to find the terrible news. After much 
thought he played a club to the ace, led a second diamond 
up (ducked) and finessed in hearts. East won the king, 
cashed a diamond, and still did not appear to know that 
his partner had begun with four spades and declarer two. 
(Yes West had meanly clung to both his spades – look 
how easy East’s task is if he does pitch one.) 

When East exited in hearts, declarer ran the hearts, 
and West pitched a clubs to keep spades. That meant 
declarer ended up with one spade two diamonds three 
hearts and four clubs; read’em and weep. +430 was 
worth four IMPs against the 300 from the other room.

Latvia then pushed to a slam that turned out to need 
3-3 clubs, and got it to lead 11-4, but gave most of 
it back by removing themselves from a 6-1 fit where 
they had +140 available, bidding instead to a 3-3 
fit for reasons that appear obscure on even first or 
second, or even third, glance. 

DENMARK VS LATVIA

AA KK JJ 22

LATVIA
Karlis Rubins
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The match scored remained 11-10 to Latvia for 
quite a few deals, though there was no shortage of 
excitement. 

Denmark took the lead when both N/S pairs 
pushed their opponents into a thin game, but Latvia 
doubled their opponents and conceded 590. And 
then Denmark bid to a delicate game which made – 
the critical issue being how much to bid with 

[ 8 6 3 2   ] A K 7 5 2  { A Q 2   } A 
after opening 1] and hearing a passed hand 

respond 1[. Bruno Rubenis bid 3[ and Ivars with 
a controlless six-count but 5-2-3-3 shape including ]
QJ doubleton passed. Game needed either a finesse 
or 2-2 trumps and duly came home. In the other room 
the Danes drove to game with the strong hand – as I 
must confess I would too.

The Latvians closed the gap here: 

Board 12. Dealer West. N/S Vul.
    [ K 10 7 3
    ] 10 2
    { K J
    } A K 10 8 5
 [ 9 8 2   [ A Q J 5 4
 ] A Q J 8 5 3  ] 7 4
 { 10 3   { Q 7 2
 } J 2   } 6 4 3
    [ 6
    ] K 9 6
    { A 9 8 6 5 4
    } Q 9 7

Both Wests o pened a multi and both Easts heard 
the opponents bid to 3NT. Bruno doubled this to get 
a spade lead, and the opponents ran to 4{, which 
could have been defeated, but wasn’t. Bruno passed 
3NT out, and his partner led a spade anyway. The 
defenders took the first nine for 400 and 11 IMPs, to 
get right back into the match. 

However, the match remained close only for one 
deal, since a disagreement on whether 2/1 applied 
after responder’s suit rebid saw the Latvians miss an 
easy vulnerable game, and play in partscore. And then 
yet another system debacle gave Denmark 10 IMPs.

At unfavorable vulnerability you hold a 4-3-2-4 
shape seven-count in fourth chair and after a pass 
to your left you raise partner’s 1] opener to two. 
LHO comes to life with 2[, RHO corrects this to 3{, 
partner reopens with a double: take-out or penalty? 
Since RHO rates to have zero spades and LHO five, 
partner must have spade length, so can hardly be 
doubling diamonds for penalty. And so it proved, 
when 3{x romped home with +570 whereas 3] 
would likely also have made.

The final score of 42-23 had seen Denmark efficiently 
collect a great deal in the way of charitable offerings. 
But comfortable as the win might seem, they would 
probably need not merely to rely on the comfort of 
strangers if they were to contend for a top placing.

AA K 10 8 55

Dennis Bilde
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by David Bird

Open Teams, Round 6

Sometimes you get a session where nothing much 
happens. This was not it! There were spectacular 
boards from beginning to end. Only a complete 
apology of a bridge writer could fail to find some good 
deals to write about.

Board 19. Dealer South E/W Vul. 
   [ A J 2
   ] K Q J 10 9 6 3 
   { —
   } Q 5 4
 [ 9 8 6 3   [ 5 4  
] 8 5   ] A 7 4 2 
{ K Q 8 7 6   { 10 9 4 3 2
} K 7   } 6 3
   [ K Q 10 7   
   ] —
   { A J 5  
   } A J 10 9 8 2

Open Room
 West North East South
 Th.Jonsson Stamatov Magnusson Danailov
 – –  1}
 Pass 1] Pass 2}
 Pass 3] Pass 3[
 Pass 5{ Pass 5[
 Pass 6] All Pass

Danailov, South for Bulgaria, opened a strong 1}. 
Stamatov, at his second turn, would have liked to advise 
South of two things – very good hearts and club support. 
He opted to emphasize the hearts and they ended in the 
second best slam. (North’s 5{ was Exclusion Blackwood 
and South showed one keycard outside diamonds.)

All now depended on Magnusson’s opening lead. 
A diamond was excluded by the exclusion Blackwood 
bid(!) Should he lead a spade or a club? A tiny clue 
might be that West had not doubled the 5[ response. 
Against that, clubs were dummy’s main suit. 
Magnusson did wonderfully well to diagnose a club 
lead and the slam was one down. 

At the other table North did not employ Exclusion 
Blackwood and East led a diamond against 6]. 
Declarer could then win, draw trumps and discard two 
clubs. That was 14 IMPs to Iceland.

There was interest at both tables on this deal:  

 Board 22   Dealer East   E/W  Vul. 
    [ 10 8 7
    ] J 10 5
    { A 10 9 5 3
    } 6 2 
 [ A J 9 5 3    [ K Q 6  
] A 8 4   ] K 9 6 2  
{ K 6    { 7 4 
} K 10 7   } Q 8 4 3
    [ 4 2   
    ] Q 7 3
    { Q J 8 2  
    } A J 9 5

Open Room
 West North East  South
 Th.Jonsson Stamatov Magnusson Danailov 
 – – Pass  1{
 1[ Dble 2]  Pass
 4[ All Pass
  
A heart lead was best for the defence but Stamatov 

began with the }2 (2nd and 4th from all holdings). 
Thorlakur Jonsson won South’s jack with the king and 
crossed to the [K. The winning line is to continue 
with the ace and queen of trumps and then  play a 
club to the 7, setting up a heart discard. The club 
position was difficult to read and he preferred to play 
the queen and ace of trumps, continuing with the 
}10. That was one down.

In the Closed Room:

 West North East South
 Skorchev Jorgensen Popov B.Jonsson 
 – – Pass  Pass
 1NT Pass 2}  Pass
 2[ Pass 3NT  All Pass

The {5 was led to the jack and king. Skorchev 
crossed to the [K (Smith from North) and led a low 
club. South needed to rise with the ace and return a 
diamond. When he chose to play low, Skorchev won 
with the }K and claimed 9 tricks. That was 12 IMPs 
to Bulgaria.

Different games were reached on the next board too.

BULGARIA VS ICELAND

QQQ 55 44

} 66 2
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Board 23   Dealer South   Both  Vul. 
   [ K
   ] A K 10 8 7 3 
   { Q J 10 2
   } A J 
 [ A J 9 7    [ 10 6 5 4 2  
] 6 5 2   ] Q J 4  
{ A 4    { 8 6 
} 9 5 4 3   } K 10 8 
   [ Q 8 3   
   ] 9
   { K 9 7 5 3  
   } Q 7 6 2

Open Room
 West North East South
 Th.Jonsson Stamatov Magnusson Danailov 
 – – – Pass
 Pass 1} Pass 1{
 Pass 1] Pass 1[ 
Pass 2] Pass 2NT
 Pass 3{ Pass 3NT  

 All Pass

Stamatov opened with a strong 1} and showed 
6-4 shape in the red suits. Against 3NT West led 
the [7, won with dummy’s king. The {Q went to 
West’s ace and Jonsson switched to a club. Declarer’s 
only practical chance seems to be a successful finesse 
of the }J, but Danailov rose eventually with the                    
}A. Nothing unexpected happened after that and the 
contract was one down.

In the Closed Room: 
 West North East  South
 Skorchev Jorgensen Popov B.Jonsson 
 – – –  Pass
 Pass 1} Pass  1{
 Pass 1] Pass  1[
 Pass 2] Pass  2NT
 Pass 3{ Pass  4]
 All Pass

Playing a similar strong club system the Icelanders 
arrived in 4]. Declarer has a loser in spades, hearts 
and diamonds. He needs to avoid losing a club trick, 
possibly by discarding the }J on the [Q. Even on 
a spade lead this cannot be done without assistance, 
because there is no quick entry to the South hand. 
Popov solved declarer’s problems by leading the }10 
and that was 12 IMPs to Iceland. 

[]{}

Right, now we come to my prize exhibit:

Board 25   Dealer North   E/W  Vul. 
    [ J 10 8 7
    ] A K 2 
    { 5
    } J 9 7 4 3 
 [ 9 5 4 2    [ A K Q 6 3  
] J 6 3   ] Q 10 5 4  
{ A K 9 6 2    { 7 4 
} 6   } A Q 
    [ —   
    ] 9 8 7
    { Q J 10 8 3  
    } K 10 8 5 2

Open Room
 West North East South
 Th.Jonsson Stamatov Magnusson Danailov 
 – Pass 1[ 2NT
 4[ 5} Pass Pass
 Dble Rdble All Pass

Stamatov could place his partner with a probable 
void in spades and knew that he held a great hand in 
support of clubs. He puzzled us by thinking for quite a 
long time before bidding 5}, perhaps contemplating 
a slam. Magnusson held a strong opening bid but he 
restrained himself to what I expect was a forcing pass. 
West duly doubled and Stamatov promptly redoubled! 
Neither East nor West saw any reason to bid 5[ and 
it seemed they had judged well to defend. However...   

Stamatov ruffed the [K lead in dummy and played 
the {Q, West winning with the {A. Declarer won 
the heart return and led the [J, covered and ruffed. 
The {J was also covered and ruffed, setting up the 
{10. When a trump was led, East rose with the ace 
and returned the trump queen. Declarer was still on 
the train to One-Down Station but West discarded 
the [5, baring his [9. The alternative heart discard 
seems entirely safe on the cards that he had seen. 

Declarer discarded the ]2 on the {10 and ruffed 
a diamond in his hand. After playing the ]K, he 
led the [10. East had to cover and West’s [9 was 
pinned. The [8 became 
declarer’s eleventh trick 
and that was +800 for 
5} redoubled and made.

At the other table 
Bulgaria went to 5[ 
over 5}, going one 
down for a gain of 12 
IMPs.

}} AA J 

[
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I will end with a splendid auction from Stamatov and 
Danailov:

Board 30   Dealer East   Neither Vul. 
   [ A
   ] K J 2 
   { A Q 3 2
   } A Q 9 5 3 
 [ Q 10 9    [ J 6 5 4 2  
] Q 10 6 4   ] 9 8  
{ J 10 9   { 8 7 6 5 
} K 6 2   } 10 7 
   [ K 8 7 3   
   ] A 7 5 3
   { K 4  
   } J 8 4

Open Room
 West North East South
 Th.Jonsson Stamatov Magnusson Danailov 
   Pass  1{
 Pass 2} Pass  2{
 Pass 3{ Pass  3NT
 Pass 4NT Pass  ???

North’s first two bids were natural, suggesting 4-5 
shape in the minors. South’s 1{ was Precision style 
and his 2{ rebid was artificial, showing a minimum 
balanced hand. In an average club game, many players 
would head for the six-level on North’s 20-count. 
No, Stamatov bid a disciplined natural 4NT, a mere 
invitation to greater things.

Danailov held no intermediates but he realized that 
all four of his honour cards were likely to be gilt-edged. 

He lit up the afternoon with a fine 6} bid. You can 
see that the [K is working well, providing a heart 
discard, and the }J is also a useful card.    

South opened the bidding at the other table too 
and both declarers recorded +940 by leading the }
J, covered by the king and ace, then playing the }
Q. The slam might be much more difficult to reach if 
South were to pass at his first turn.

Iceland won a hard-fought and very enjoyable 
encounter by 47 IMPs to 39 (12.29 VP to 7.71).

BULGARIA
Diyan Danailov

DUPLIMATE AND CARDDSSSS

The Duplimates used for the duplication during the 
championship are already sold out. You can either pre-order a 
new Duplimate for delivery at a special price during the World 
Championships in Wroclaw, or buy an older model for EUR 
1280 here in Budapest. Contact Jannerstens at the bridge stall 
in the Reception area, or drop a line to per@jannersten.com.

The [new] Budapest cards that you find in the boards will be 
sold after usage for EUR 136 per 200 decks.

Q

[ 88 33
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by Brian Senior

Twenty-four pairs had qualified to the European 
Women's Pairs Championship final, in which they 
would play a complete movement of 23 x 2-board 
rounds. There was a carry-over from the qualifying 
stage, with the leading qualifiers having a 50-MP start 
going down to zero for the last qualifier, so a little over 
two tops spread from top to bottom.

The leading qualifiers were the young Israeli pair of 
Adi Asulin and Hila Levi, so who better to watch for 
the early rounds of the final?

Board 1. Dealer North. None Vul.
   [ K 7 5 3
   ] 10 3
   { A 9 7
   } K 5 4 3
 [ Q 6 2   [ A J 10 9 8
 ] A Q 7 5   ] K 4
 { 5 4 3   { K Q 6
 } A J 2   } Q 9 7
   [ 4
   ] J 9 8 6 2
   { J 10 8 2
   } 10 8 6

 West North East South
 Asulin Poplilov Levi Birman
 – Pass 1NT Pass
 3NT All Pass

The leaders started the session against another Israeli 
pair, Matilda Poplilov and Daniela Birman. After a 
simple auction Birman led the six of hearts. Levi called 
for dummy's queen and continued with the spade queen 
from the dummy. Poplilov covered so Levi won the ace 
and led a low club to the jack, losing to the king. Poplilov 
returned the ten of hearts. Levi won the king and led the 
queen of diamonds from hand. Poplilov won but declarer 
had the rest; 11 tricks and +660. With a number of pairs 
playing in 4[, that was worth 16 MPs to Asulin/Levi, 
only 6 MPs to Poplilov/Birman.

Board 2. Dealer East. N/S Vul.
    [ Q 8 5 4 3
    ] A 9 8 6 4
    { 8
    } K J
 [ 7   [ A 9 6
 ] Q J 10 7 3 2  ] K
 { 6 5 3   { K Q 10 7 2
 } Q 10 9   } 7 5 4 2
    [ K J 10 2
    ] 5
    { A J 9 4
    } A 8 6 3

 West North East South
 Asulin Poplilov Levi Birman
 – – 1{ Pass
 2] Pass Pass Dble
 Pass 3[ Pass 4[
 All Pass

Levi opened 1{ and Asulin responded with a weak 
jump shift of 2]. When that ran round to Birman 
she had the perfect distribution to double for take-out, 
giving Poplilov the a decision – should she defend or 
bid the five-card spade suit and, if the latter, at what 
level? At a different vulnerability the decision might 
have been a different one, but the fifth spade offered 
too much playing potential, quite apart from reducing 
the defensive potential of her hand, so Poplilov judged 
correctly to bid her spades and, with partner's double 
being quite wide-ranging, chose an invitational jump 
to 3[, which Birman raised to game.

Levi led the king of hearts. Poplilov won the ace 
and led a diamond to the ace, ruffed a diamond and 
played the king of clubs, the }J to the ace, and ruffed 
another diamond. She continued with a heart ruff, Levi 
discarding a club, then ruffed another diamond. On the 
next heart ruff, Levi pitched her last club. Poplilov ruffed 
a club with the queen and Levi ruffed and returned her 
last diamond. Poplilov ruffed in dummy so Levi had a 
trump trick at trick 13. The contract made 11 tricks for 
+650 and 14 MPs, only 8 MPs to the leaders.

Levi should not have over-ruffed the club. Had she 
discarded, she would have been assured of a second 
spade trick. And, once she had over-ruffed, declarer 
should have made 12 tricks, discarding from dummy 
on the diamond return and being able to ruff in hand 

     WOMEN'S PAIRS FINAL

44

KK J
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with the eight. It looks as though the distribution of 
the hand was known, so hoping to find the nine of 
spades in the right place could not cost.

Board 3. Dealer South. E/W Vul.
   [ K 10 5 3
   ] 10 8 3
   { J 9
   } K Q 4 3
 [ J 7   [ 9 4
 ] 9 7   ] A J 6 5 4 2
 { Q 10 4 3   { A 7 2
 } A 10 8 7 2   } 9 6
   [ A Q 8 6 2
   ] K Q
   { K 8 6 5
   } J 5

 West North East South
 Asulin Pisak Levi Aluf
 – – – 1[
 Pass 3{ Pass 4[
 All Pass

The Turkish pair of Tuna Aluf and Mehves Pisak bid 
to 4[ via a Bergen raise. Asulin led the nine of hearts, 
Levi winning the ace and returning the suit-preference 
six. Maybe a ruff was not all that likely after the fall 
of the queen at trick one, but dummy's ten-eight 
meant that declarer might have been falsecarding, 
planning to rely on the finesse if need be, just in case 
hearts were six-one and this might dissuade East from 

returning the suit. Aluf won the second heart and 
drew trumps then played the jack of clubs. Asulin won 
the ace and played back a diamond and the ace was 
the last trick for the defence; 10 tricks for +420 and 
15 MPs to N/S, only 7 MPs to the leaders.

Board 4. Dealer West. All Vul.
    [ K J 7 6 2
    ] K 10 7 5 4
    { 9 3
    } 6
 [ 9 8 3   [ 10
 ] J 9 2   ] Q 3
 { 7 6 5   { K J 8 4
 } 10 9 8 7   } K Q J 4 3 2
    [ A Q 5 4
    ] A 8 6
    { A Q 10 2
    } A 5

 West North East South
 Asulin Pisak Levi Aluf
 Pass Pass 1} Dble
 Pass 2} Dble 2[
 Pass 4[ All Pass

The Turkish pair bid easily to 4[ on this deal and 
Asulin led the ten of clubs. Aluf won the ace and 
drew trumps then led a heart to the king to take the 
diamond finesse. When the queen of diamonds won 
the trick, there was just a heart to be lost; 12 tricks for 
+680 and 9 MPs to N/S, 13 to Levi/Asulin.

After four deals, the Israelis were on 50% for the 
session, but suddenly things started to get a whole lot 
better.

Tuna Aluf

Mehves Pisak
TURKEY

TURKEY

Q 3

66
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Board 5. Dealer North. N/S Vul.
   [ A 8 5
   ] 10 9 8 6
   { 7 5 4 2
   } K 3
 [ Q 10 9 7 6   [ K J 4 2
 ] K 4   ] Q J 7 5 3 2
 { K 8 6   { Q 10
 } Q 9 8   } J
   [ 3
   ] A
   { A J 9 3
   } A 10 7 6 5 4 2

 West North East South
 Asulin Zorlu Levi Kotan
 – Pass Pass 1}
 1[ Dble 2} 2{
 2[ Pass Pass 3}
 Pass 3{ 3[ All Pass

Turkey's Nilgun Kotan opened 1} and Asulin 
overcalled. Ferda Zorlu made a negative double and Levi 
thought for some time before making an unassuming 
cuebid. The East hand is difficult to evaluate, with soft 
values in hearts and clubs. That left room for Kotan 
to introduce her second suit and now Asulin rebid 2[ 
to show her minimum (fast arrival). Levi again thought 
before passing and Kotan competed with 3}, Zorlu 
giving preference back to diamonds. When Levi now 
took the push to 3[, neither North nor South could 
find another bid and the Israelis had bought it in 3[ 
when their opponents were cold for 11 tricks in either 
minor.

Zorlu led the king of clubs then switched to the seven 
of diamonds to the ten, jack and king. Asulin played 
back a diamond to the queen and ace. Kotan cashed 
the ace of hearts then switched to a diamond, ruffed 
in dummy. Asulin cashed the king of spades followed 
by the king of hearts and could draw trumps ending 

in dummy and cash the hearts, claiming the rest; nine 
tricks for +140 and 21 MPs.

And it got better...

Board 6. Dealer East. E/W Vul.
    [ Q 7
    ] Q J 10 8
    { A 10 2
    } J 9 8 4
 [ A K J 9 3   [ 2
 ] 5   ] A K 9 3 2
 { K 6 4 3   { J 9 8 7 5
 } K Q 10   } 7 3
    [ 10 8 6 5 4
    ] 7 6 4
    { Q
    } A 6 5 2

 West North East South
 Asulin Zorlu Levi Kotan
 – – 2] Pass
 2NT Pass 3{ Pass
 3NT All Pass

Levi's 2] opening was weak and two-suited, 
promising hearts and a minor. Asulin inquired and 
found her partner with diamonds but not a maximum, 
so closed proceedings with 3NT. The best lead for 
the defence is a heart, but the bidding dissuaded Zorlu 
from selecting her better suit and she instead led the 
four of clubs. Kotan won the ace and continued clubs, 
Asulin winning the king. A heart to dummy put Asulin 
where she needed to be to play diamonds to best 
effect and she led the nine of diamonds to the queen, 
king and ace. Winning the club return, she finessed in 
diamonds to pick up the suit without further loss then 
cashed her winners and the fall of the [Q meant 11 
tricks for +660 and another 20 MPs.

TURKEY
Nilgun Kotan

Ferda Zorlu
TURKEY

K 3

JJ 9 8 4
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Board 7. Dealer South. All Vul.
   [ A Q 7 3 2
   ] A 9
   { A Q 6 2
   } A 6
 [ K   [ 6 5 4
 ] K J 8 6 5 3   ] 7 2
 { K 5   { J 10 9 8 4
 } K 9 8 2   } 7 5 3
   [ J 10 9 8
   ] Q 10 4
   { 7 3
   } Q J 10 4

 West North East South
 Dufrat Asulin Zmuda Levi
 – – – Pass
 1] Dble Pass 1[
 2] 4[ All Pass

Asulin doubled for take-out then raised the 1[ 
response to game. Katarzyna Dufrat of Poland led a 
low heart away from her king-jack and Levi ran it to her 
hand, overtaking the nine with the ten to get to hand to 
take the spade finesse. The [J was covered by king and 
ace, Zmuda following with the six, and a second spade 
back to hand saw her follow with the five. If this was 
intended as suit preference to tell partner that she had 
no help in the lower-ranking suit, the message didn't 
get across. Levi continued with the queen of clubs and 
Dufrat, after some thought, covered. That simplified 
matters as declarer now had three club winners and 
needed only one ruff in dummy. All 13 tricks meant 
+710 and 18 MPs to Levi/Asulin.

Board 8. Dealer West. None Vul.
    [ K
    ] K Q J 10 9 3
    { 9 7
    } K 10 8 2
 [ A Q J 5 2   [ 6 4
 ] A 4   ] 8 6 2
 { A K 8 6   { J 10 5 4 2
 } 9 7   } 6 5 4
    [ 10 9 8 7 3
    ] 7 5
    { Q 3
    } A Q J 3

 West North East South
 Dufrat Asulin Zmuda Levi
 1} 1] Pass 1[
 2[ 3] All Pass

Dufrat's 1} opening was Polish, clubs, a weak no 
trump or strong and artificial. Though Levi had bid spa-
des, the 2[ bid was natural, based on the strong variety. 
When Asulin now repeated her chunky heart suit, West 
had done her bidding and East, with no spade fit and no 
high cards, had no reason to even consider bidding.

Justyna Zmuda led the four of spades, low from a 
doubleton in Polish style, and Dufrat won the ace and 
cashed the king then ace of diamonds before reverting 
to spades. Asulin ruffed high and led a club to dummy 
then a heart up. Dufrat won the ace and played a third 
spade but declarer again ruffed high and drew trumps, 
scoring +140 for another 18 MPs.

Where West opened 1[, E/W were more likely to find 
the diamond fit, where they could compete effectively.

POLAND
Justyna Zmuda

POLAND
Katarzyna Dufrat

AA 66

KK 10 8 2
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Board 9. Dealer North. E/W Vul.
   [ J 9 8 7 4 3
   ] 9
   { J 10 2
   } K 10 5
 [ K Q 10 2   [ A 6 5
 ] 10 5 4   ] K Q 6 2
 { 8 5   { –
 } J 9 8 3   } A Q 7 6 4 2
   [ –
   ] A J 8 7 3
   { A K Q 9 7 6 4 3
   } –

 West North East South
 Hackett Asulin Eggeling Levi
 – 2{ 3} 5{
 Pass Pass Dble All Pass

Asulin opened a multi 2{ and Germany's Marie 
Eggeling overcalled 3}. What should South bid? 
There is no way to have an intelligent conversation 
with partner after this start – and possibly not after 
any other start – so Levi made what seems to be 
a practical choice of 5{. When that came back to 
Eggeling she could not be sure which suit opener 
held, nor whether 5{ had been bid to make or as 
an advance save. Looking at good defensive values, 

Eggeling doubled and Barbara Hackett left it in.
With no trump to lead, Eggeling was powerless 

to prevent Asulin from making all 13 tricks, three 
diamond ruffs establishing the fifth heart. However, 
+750 proved to be worth only 8 MPs to N/S, 14 to 
the Germans, as there were a number of pairs in the 
cold slam. Matilda Poplilov, for example, didn't open 
the South hand so Daniela Birman had to decide what 
to bid over a 1} opening on her right. She plumped 
for 6{, making plus one when West did not find the 
trump lead which would have saved the overtrick.

Board 10. Dealer East. All Vul.
    [ K 9
    ] A 9 7
    { K Q 9 8 7 5
    } A 3
 [ 10 4 3 2   [ J 8 6 5
 ] Q 5 4   ] J
 { 10 4   { A J 6 2
 } 10 9 6 5   } K Q 4 2
    [ A Q 7
    ] K 10 8 6 3 2
    { 3
    } J 8 7

 West North East South
 Hackett Asulin Eggeling Levi
 – – 1{ 1]
 Pass 2{ Pass 3}
 Pass 3NT All Pass

Levi overcalled and Asulin felt that she was too good 
to just raise to game so started with a cuebid. Levi 
responded to that with 3}, the suit where she wanted 
help for a heart game, rather than 2[, the suit where 
she had strength. Asulin viewed to jump to 3NT and 
hope to find at least the same number of tricks there 
as in a heart contract, and Levi passed.

Eggeling led a spade, which looks normal enough on 
this auction, so Asulin won in hand with the king and 
had to decide how to play the hearts. Knowing that 
Eggeling had length in both diamonds and spades, she 
chose to lead the nine to the jack and king then a 
low one back and put in the seven. That was a great 
success, of course, and she could cash the ace then 
play the queen of diamonds to set up an eleventh 
trick; +660 and 18 MPs.

Asulin and Levi had scored over 66% over the ten 
board mini-session and had a big lead. Of course, 
with a further 36 deals to be played, everything could 
change very quickly, but this was an excellent start to 
the final.GERMANY

Marie Eggeling

KK 10 5

AA 3
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by Ram Soffer

The host team had a good start to this championship. 
Hungary scored 54.22 VPs from the first four matches, 
occupying 5th place before their meeting with Turkey.

The first major swing occurred when a Turkish 
defender switched at trick 2, eventually allowing a 
vulnerable game to make, while returning partner's 
suit would have ensured one down.

Board 3. Dealer South. E/W Vul.
   [ 7 6 4 3
   ] J 5 4
   { Q 10 9
   } A 6 4
 [ 8 5   [ K Q 10
 ] A 10 9 8 6 2  ] K
 { A K   { J 8 6 4 3 2
 } K 7 2   } J 5 3
   [ A J 9 2
   ] Q 7 3
   { 7 5
   } Q 10 9 8

 West North East South
 Winkler Koksoy Dumbovich Cengiz
 – – – Pass
 1] Pass 1NT Pass
2] Pass 2NT Pass
3NT All Pass

East's 2NT rebid was by no means clear-cut. At the 
other table Ali Ucar passed 2] with the East cards, an 
auction which was duplicated at several other tables. 
The problem with East's 10 HCP hand is that his long 
suit is unlikely to be a source of tricks.

However, Dumbovich preferred the 

optimistic view, and his partner raised him to game. 
Cengiz led the }10 ,evidently misread by Koksoy, 

who won the }A and switched to a small spade! 
Returning clubs would have developed two tricks for 
his partner together with the spade ace as an entry, 
while declarer must concede a red-suit trick in order to 
develop his 9 tricks.

Interestingly, ducking declarer's [K would still have 
been good enough for a set. Perhaps Cengiz should 
have inferred the right play from his partner's choice 
of [7 (a discouraging card) .When he won the [A 
prematurely, the contract could no longer be beaten, 
as declarer can always develop the necessary tricks in 
hearts. South's spade lead at trick 3 was also helpful 
to declarer, but it didn't matter anymore.

Going plus 600 produced 10 IMP to the hosts when 
compared aginst plus 110 in the Closed Room.

HUNGARY VS TURKEY

HUNGARY
Miklos Dumbovic

A 9 2
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Four deals later, Koksoy-Cengiz were having more 
defensive problems:

Board 7. Dealer South. All Vul.
   [ A 9 7 5 3
   ] 10 9
   { K J 6 5
   } A 5
 [ Q J 10 2   [ K 8
 ] K J 5   ] A Q 7
 { 2   { Q 8 7 4 3
 } K Q J 10 3   } 9 6 4
   [ 6 4
   ] 8 6 4 3 2
   { A 10 9
   } 8 7 2

 West North East South 
 Zorlu Szilagyi Ucar Hegedus
 – – – Pass
 1} 1[ 2NT Pass
3NT All Pass

Gal Hegedus (South) ignored his partner's overcall 
by leading the ]6 (second-best from a poor suit) 
and Laszlo Szilagyi switch to a small diamond upon 
winning his }A, ensuring one down. Ucar chose to 
play {Q which resulted in an extra undertrick.

 West North East South
 Winkler Koksoy Dumbovich Cengiz
 – – – Pass
 1} 1[ 2{ Pass
2NT Pass 3NT All Pass

Once again Dumbovich demonstrated healthy 
optimism by raising 2NT to game. 

Koksoy started with the [5. Dummy's [K won 
the tricks, while Gabor Winkler dropped a deceptive 
[10 from his hand. Upon winning the }A, Koksoy 
tabled the {J – an accurate card, apparently giving  
the defence six tricks – but Cengiz interpreted it as 
being top of nothing, went up with {A and returned 
a spade… 

In my opinion, this was a clear error, since the play 
to the first trick showed that North couldn't have a 
spade tenace lying over declarer. In case declarer's 
spades were Q 10 9, he would have played small from 
dummy, not the [K. Therefore North didn't need his 
partner to lead spades, and switching away from them 
meant that they were not good enough.

[]{}

Halfway through the match, Hungary built a lead 
of 39:2 after making all the right decisions on the 
following competitive deal:

Board 8. Dealer West. None Vul.
    [ 9 8 3
    ] 6 4 3 2
    { J 3
    } 8 7 4 2
 [ K J 6 4   [ Q 10 5 2
 ] J 7   ] 10
 { K 10 9 6 5   { A Q 8 4
 } 9 6   } K Q 10 3
    [ A 7
    ] A K Q 9 8 5
    { 7 2
    } A J 5

 West North East South
 Zorlu Szilagyi Ucar Hegedus
 Pass Pass 1{ Dble
 1[ Pass 3[ 4]
4[ 5] Pass Pass
5[ Pass Pass Dble
All Pass

South had shown a very strong hand with long 
hearts. Nevertheless North guessed correctly that 4[ 
was making, having 4 cards in his partner's 6-7 card suit. 
Good defence would have set 5] doubled by at least 
two tricks, but East and West were reluctant to double. 
Eventually Zorlu bid one more, going minus 100.

West North East South 
 Winkler Koksoy Dumbovich Cengiz
 Pass Pass 1{ Dble
 1[ Pass 2[ 3]
3[ 4] 4[ Dble
All Pass

In the Open room, Dumbovich got less excited in 
his second turn, bidding only two spades rather than 
three. As a result, everyone bid one step lower. When 
East tried 4[, Cengiz was happy to punish him for 
the "overbid " and Koksoy was reluctant to overrule 
his partner. Without much difficulty Winkler was able 
to register plus 590.

A 7

A 5
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Not too much happened till board 14, and Hungary 
seemed to be on the verge of a big win, taking them 
to the top of the table. However, their efforts on the 
final two boards left much to be desired:

Board 15. Dealer South. N/S Vul.
   [ A J 10 4
   ] K Q 6 3 2
   { 7 2
   } A 4
 [ K 9 8 7 3   [ —
 ] 9   ] 10 7 5 4
 { K J 10 4   { A Q 9 8 3
 } K J 6   } Q 10 5 3
   [ Q 6 5 2
   ] A J 8
   { 6 5
   } 9 8 7 2

 West North East South 
 Zorlu Szilagyi Ucar Hegedus
 – – – Pass
 1[ 2] Pass 3]
Pass 4] Dble All Pass

With a real game invitation, South would have bid 
2[. His 3] was a 'courtesy raise', not meant to be 
taken seriously unless North had lots of distribution. 

Szilagyi's good spades tempted him to try 4], but 
Ucar doubled. When he led a club and the dummy was 
tabled it became obvious that East had a spade void. 
Declarer had to draw trumps before touching spades, 
and there was no play at all for 10 tricks: Hungary 
-200.

 West North East South 
 Winkler Koksoy Dumbovich Cengiz
 – – – Pass
 1[ 2] Dbl 3]
All Pass

At this table there was a slight difference. East 
preferred a negative double in his first turn – a slightly 
dubious action because it was unclear what to do after 
2[ by his partner. Koksoy duly passed 3], making 
nine tricks after a normal club lead. Turkey +140.

On the final deal Dumbovich misplayed an easy-
looking 4] hand where 29 out of 31 declarers made 
10 tricks (the other five making 10 tricks in 3] or 5]). 
Going down needlessly meant that Hungary's margin 
of victory was truncated to 45:24, and at the end of 
the round they were unable to overtake Finland at the 
top of the table. A heavy loss to Norway followed in 
Round 6. Surely we will see a spirited effort by the 
home team to finish at least among the top six.

AA 44

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 ROSTERS RESULTS 32 33
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FISSU WORRLD UNIVERSITY TEAMSS 
BBRIDGEE CHAMMPIONSHIPS 2016 - POLLANDD

From 22-28 August 2016, 
FISU (International University Sports Federation) will organize the 

8th World University Bridge Championships in Lodz, Poland.

Teams can be composed of students from different universities 
and participants must be between 18 and 28 years old. 

Entries should be made through 
the National University Sports Federation.

It is not too late to enter, For all information, please consult:
www.unibridge.eu   or 
www.fisu.net or on the WBF website.

All your questions can be answered by contacting:
geert.magerman@telenet.be.

See you in Poland!

Geert Magerman
Technical Delegate Bridge FISU and EUSA



GO TO PAGE:

53RD EUROPEAN TEAM CHAMPIONSHIPS Budapest, Hungary

24 111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 2222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222 222 22222222222 2222222222222 3333333333333333333333333333333333333333333333333333333333333333333333 33 333333 333 33333333333333333333 4444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444 444 444444444444444444444 55555555555555555555 5 55555555555555555555 555555555555555555555 555555555555555 5 555555555555555555555555 55555555 6 6 6666666 6 666 6 6666 66 66666666666666666666666666666 777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777 88 88888 8 888 8888888888888888888888888888 9 9 9 9 99999 9999999999999 999 999 1010101010101001010101010101011001001110000000 1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 1212121212121212121111212121212121221211121212122112112121212121211112121211212112221112121212121212121222222222221222 1111111111111111111111111111111111111111113333 3 3 3 3 3333 33333333333333333333333333333333333 14141141414141414141441414111141411414114141111141141141441414141414141114141141414141414141444411444441411144441414444414141414444414444114444444441414444414444 1111111111111115 55 5 555555555555555 5555 1616161616161616161616661611611 111111111117 7 7 7 777777 1818181888181888888888888818888888888888888888888888888888888888888888818888888888888888888888888888888818888881888888888818888888888888188888188811888 
9191919191919919999191919919999199191919191919191919191999111999119191191919199911191199999919191119191191199999999999919119119199999999919191111919999991919111999919191919199191119191991911999191919199191919191919119 2222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222200000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 000 0 00 212121221222121212122212121112112211212121121212211212222111122112122212122111112222212222221111111121212212121221111121212212222121211111112121221121212121212211111212121212122111121212221212121212121212121221221221 22222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222 222 22222 2222 222 222222222 22323232223232323232323232323232323232323222332223222322323232323322232323232332332333 22222222222222222222222222222222222222222222244 444 4 4 4 4 44444 444444444444444444444444444444 25252525252525252552525252525252525252525225225252525522555552552552 222222222222222222222222222222226 6 6 6 6 6666 6666666666666666666 2727272272727777777277777777777722277727777727777777277777777777777777777777722772277777777777777277777 22222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222222228888 8 8 888 88 8 88 8 8 888 88 88888888 888888888888888 ROROROROROROROROROROROROROROROROROROORORORORORROROROROROORRORRRRRORRRRRRROOROOROOOSTSTSTSTSTSTSTSTSTSTSTSTSTTTTTTTTTTSTSTTTTSTSTSTTSTSTTTSTTTTTTSTTSTSTSTTTTTSTSSSTSTTSTSTTTTTTSTTTSTTTTTTTSTTTTTSTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTEEEEEEEEREREREREREREREREEERERREEREREREEEEREREREEEREREEEREEREREERREEREEEERREREREEREREEREEEEREEEEERSSSSSSSSSSSS S SSSSSSSSSSSS SS SS SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS S SSS S SSSSSSS REREREREREEREREEREERRERERESUSUSUSUSUSUSUSUSSUSUSSSUS LTLTLTLTLTLTLTLTTLTLTTTS S S SSSSSSSSSS 3232323232322323232323 3333333333333333333333333

GO TGO TGGGO TG TTTGGGGGGOOOOOO TOOOO TTTTTTTGO TGOGO TGO TGO TGO TGO TGO TGGO TO TO TTGO TGO TGO TGGO TGO TGGOGOGO TOOOO TO TOOO TTTTTGO TGO TGO TGOO TO TTTGO TGOGO TGO TGGGO TOOGO TOGOGO TGO TGO TGO TGGGGGOGO TOOGO TGO TGO TGO TO OGGO TGO TOOOO TGOGGO TO TO O TOGO TTGO TOOO TGO TGOO TGOOGGGO O PAO PAOO PPPPAOOOOOOOOOOO PAPAPPPPAAO PAO PO PAOOOOO PAOOO PAPAPPAPAAAO PAO PAOO PAO PAO PAOOOO PAPPPAPPPAPPAAAO PAO PAO PAO PO PAPPAO PO PAO PAO PAO PAO PAO PPPPPAAPAO PAAO PAO PAPO PAPAO PAAAAO PO PAPAAAAO PAO PAOO PAO PAO PAO PAPO PAO PAO PAPAPAAO PAPAAO PO PAO PAO PAO PPPAPAAGEGEGEGGEGEGGGGEEEGGGGGGEGEEEEEEEEGEGEGGEGEGGGGEGEGEEGE:GE:GEGGE:GEGEGGGE:GE:GGGE:GE:GGE:GE:EE:GE:GEGE:GE:GGEGE:GE:GE:GE:GE:EEGE:GEGGGE:GGE:EGGGGEE:G24242222242424444422424242224242242444444444444424242424242422444444442422242242422242444244222222242422444442424242242424424242422422424444224242424242424442422424242424222242424444444244244242242424444224244422224

by Barry Rigal

Open Teams, Round 7

A client of mine often opines that if his opponents 
wish to make a mistake, it would be uncharitable not 
to extend them that opportunity.

Board 9. Dealer North. E/W Vul.
   [ K Q 8 6
   ] K J 10
   { 9 5 2
   } K J 6
 [ 3   [ 9 7 5 4
 ] A 3 2   ] 9 6
 { A Q 10 6   { K 8 4 3
 } 10 9 8 4 3   } Q 5 2
   [ A J 10 2
   ] Q 8 7 5 4
   { J 7
   } A 7

Cedric Lorenzini was declarer in 4[ as North after 
an unopposed standard French auction: 1}-1]-1[-
4[. The defenders led diamonds and cashed two dia-
monds ending in West then shifted to the }10.

This looks to be a straightforward deal; win the club 

draw trumps and set up hearts. Lorenzini looked a lit-
tle more deeply at the problem and saw that if trumps 
were 4-1 he would not be able to draw all the trumps 
before playing on hearts. The defenders rated to be 
able to duck a heart and take a ruff.

However he also assumed that hearts were extre-
mely unlikely to be 4-1 as the defenders had not pla-
yed for a ruff. To give them a nudge in the wrong di-
rection, Lorenzini won the club in hand and advanced 
the ]K. When East showed an even number of hearts 
you can perhaps blame West for winning the first he-
art to play a second club, but he had been given the 
opportunity to go wrong, and had taken it. Had the 
defenders ducked the first hear declarer would have 
switched his attention to trumps, but it cost nothing to 
play one heart first

In the other room, declarer drew two rounds of trum-
ps before playing hearts; now it was easy for West to 
see that since his side didn’t have a spade trick coming 
he could duck the first heart, after which declarer was 
dead in the water.

Incidentally three rounds of diamonds leaves the de-
fence in control, whatever declarer tries to do.

EXTENDING THE OPPORTUNITY

A 10 2

Cedric Lorenzini
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Open Teams, Round 7

At the start of this match between two old rivals 
Wales were just above the middle of the table whilst 
Scotland were trying to shake off a poor start which 
had left them trailing at the bottom of the table.

Both Welsh pairs were playing four-card majors 
with a weak NT but in the Scottish camp Short and 
Goodman were employing five-card majors and a 
strong NT whilst their other pair of Sanders and Pe-
terkin were using a weak NT but 1[ would be five 
cards.

Board 1. Dealer North. None Vul.
   [ K 9 6
   ] 10 9 6 3
   { A 8
   } Q 10 7 6
 [ A 4   [ 10 8
 ] A 8 7   ] J 5
 { Q J 7 6 5   { 10 9 4 3 2
 } A 9 4   } K 8 5 3
   [ Q J 7 5 3 2
   ] K Q 4 2
   { K
   } J 2

Open Room
 West North East South
 Pottage Short Ratcliff Goodman
 — Pass Pass 1[
 Dble 2] ([) Pass 2[
 All Pass

After West started with a diamond, declarer was 
not hard-pressed to fulfil his contract with a couple of 
overtricks.

Closed Room
 West North East South
 Peterkin Jones Sanders Jourdain
 — Pass Pass 1[
 1NT Dble Rdbl* Pass
 2}* Pass Pass 2]
 All Pass

Rdbl Let’s start to scramble
2} OK, scrambling commenced

In the closed room Patrick Jourdain, President of 
the International Bridge Press Association, played in 
his four-four heart fit. With the benefit of seeing all 
the cards and also receiving a diamond lead you would 
expect to register at least one overtrick. As usual, the 
real world is somewhat different and declarer has se-
veral options.

At the table West started with the queen of diamon-
ds, East contributing the deuce, which declarer took 
with his singleton king. Declarer can now place most 
of the high cards as the defence has a mere nineteen 
points between them and as West did not commence 
with a top club one of those honours can be postula-
ted to be in the East hand, thus all the high honours 
must now be with West including the ace of hearts. 
You have four top losers so you can afford to lose a 
second trump or a ruff but not both.

Declarer immediately played the king of trumps 
from his hand taken by West with his ace, who con-
tinued with ace and another club. Having taken the 
second club with his king East continued with the 
eight of clubs. Declarer was now at the crossroads, 
he could discard or ruff high. He chose to ruff high 
which was not a success as when East came in with 
his jack of hearts he was able to give his partner a club 
ruff for the setting trick. Could declarer have chosen 
the other route of not ruffing and if so were there any 
indications that this might be the correct play? Spades 
are almost certainly 2-2 otherwise East would have 
played for a ruff, the diamonds appear to be 5-5 as 
if East’s card is to be believed he has an odd number. 
Thus Watson we deduce that if West has a doubleton 
club he will hold four hearts and the contract will fail 
whatever you do.

This gave Scotland 6 IMPs.

SCOTLAND
Alan Goodman

by Ron Tacchi

SCOTLAND VS WALES
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Board 2. Dealer East. N/S Vul.
   [ K Q J 4
   ] A 7 2
   { K 8 3 2
   } K 2
 [ 6   [ 10 9 7 5
 ] K Q 10 5   ] 9 8 6
 { A 7 6   { Q J 9 5
 } Q 9 8 7 4   } A 3
   [ A 8 3 2
   ] J 4 3
   { 10 4
   } J 10 6 5

Open Room
 West North East South
 Pottage Short Ratcliff Goodman
 — — Pass Pass
 1] Dble 1[ Pass
 2} Pass 2] All Pass

It is a long while since I played four-card majors 
and I can see nothing unusual in the convention card 
so I find that the 1] opening might be considered 
slightly off-centre. It led to a final contract of 2] played 
by West. North got off to a good start with the king of 
spades. In explicably he failed to continue the suit but 
switched to a small trump which eliminated all guesswork 
from suit and allowed declarer to bring home a contract 
that would have been doomed on a spade continuation.

Closed Room
 West North East South
 Peterkin Jones Sanders Jourdain
 — — Pass Pass
 1} 1NT All Pass

East not having psychic powers did not find the he-
art lead and so Wales made a part-score in both ro-
oms to reclaim 5 IMPs.

There followed a series of boards with small swings 
to Wales as Scotland pushed to borderline games 
which failed, giving them a lead of 21 – 6.

Board 8. Dealer West. None Vul.
    [ J 9 7 3 2
    ] A K J
    { Q
    } A K Q 9
 [ 5 4   [ K
 ] 10 8 7 5 4 2  ] Q 6 3
 { K 2   { J 10 9 8 6 4 3
 } J 10 7   } 8 3
    [ A Q 10 8 6
    ] 9
    { A 7 5
    } 6 5 4 2

Open Room
 West North East South
 Pottage Short Ratcliff Goodman
 Pass 1[ 3{ 4{*
 Dble Pass Pass Rdbl
 Pass 6[ All Pass

Closed Room
 West North East South
 Peterkin Jones Sanders Jourdain
 Pass 1[ 3{ 4{*
 Dble 4NT* Pass 5[*
 Pass 6[ All Pass

Both rooms brushed aside the pre-empt in diamon-
ds  by East to reach a laydown slam.

We now come to one of the more interesting deals.WALES
Julian Pottage

WALES
Tony Ratcliff

K 2

AA KK QQQ 99
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Board 9. Dealer North. E/W Vul.
   [ K Q 8 6
   ] K J 10
   { 9 5 2
   } K J 6
 [ 3   [ 9 7 5 4
 ] A 3 2   ] 9 6
 { A Q 10 6   { K 8 4 3
 } 10 9 8 4 3   } Q 5 2
   [ A J 10 2
   ] Q 8 7 5 4
   { J 7
   } A 7

Open Room
 West North East South
 Pottage Short Ratcliff Goodman
 — 1}* Pass 1]
 Pass 1NT Pass 2{*
 Dble 2] Pass 4]
 All Pass

2{ Artificial Game Force

Readers of the excellent Bridge Magazine will know 
that Julian Pottage has a column called ‘Test Your 
Defence’. Will this hand appear in a future edition?

West led his singleton spade, for the six, se-
ven and ace. A small trump was led towards dum-
my, West ducked and took the second round, East 
following with the 6 and 9. West obviously needs 
to find East’s entry to obtain his spade ruff. The 
question is which minor should he choose? Here 
he chose unwisely and led a club. Could he or 

should he have done differently? Had East played the 
]9 followed by the 6 that should be a clear signal for 
diamonds,  but reversing the order might not neces-
sarily suggest something useful in clubs. There is also 
the consideration that if you choose the diamond ro-
ute you need less from partner, namely just a king 
and not an ace. However why not have two bites of 
the cherry and lead your diamond ace and see what 
partner does? If he encourages then put him in with 
the king of diamonds, and if he discourages stake all 
on him holding the ace of clubs.

Closed Room
 West North East South
 Peterkin Jones Sanders Jourdain
 — 1NT Pass 2}
 Pass 2[ Pass 4[
 All Pass

In the closed room N/S elected to play in the other 
major. This was the contract in thirty-four of the thir-
ty-six tables. It only failed eighteen times. The defence 
started with two rounds of diamonds and West then 
played a small heart taken by declarer with his king, 
East starting a peter with his nine.  Declarer ruffed 
his remaining diamond in dummy and started to draw 
trumps. West inexplicably discarded his remaining 
diamond on one of the trumps and so now declarer 
was home free and the board was a surprising push.

[]{}Patrick Jourdain
WALES

Gary Jones
WALES

JJ 66
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Board 11. Dealer South. None Vul.
   [ Q 4
   ] A 8 4 3
   { A Q J 8 7
   } A Q
 [ A 10 3   [ 5 2
 ] K 10 7 5 2   ] 9
 { K   { 10 6 5 4 2
 } K 10 8 3   } 9 7 6 5 4
   [ K J 9 8 7 6
   ] Q J 6
   { 9 3
   } J 2

Open Room
 West North East South
 Pottage Short Ratcliff Goodman
 — — — 2[
 3] 4[ All Pass

There are not many of us who would not take action 
with the West cards. West dodged a bullet when North 
chose to bid the spade game which came home trivial-
ly, particularly after the lead of the king of diamonds.

Closed Room
 West North East South
 Peterkin Jones Sanders Jourdain
 — — — 2[
 3] Dble All Pass

Here West was less fortunate and was left to play in 

3] doubled. It was not his most pleasant experience 
of the tournament. For the spectators it had its lighter 
side as the double dummy analyser varied between 
four and six off at virtually every trick. Of course, it 
was almost impossible for either declarer or the defen-
ce to play this with pinpoint accuracy, but five off and 
1100 in the out column was the par and 12 IMPs to 
Wales for our first double-digit swing.

Board 15. Dealer South. N/S Vul.
    [ 7 3
    ] K Q 6 3
    { A 7 6 5
    } K J 4
 [ 9 4   [ K 8 6
 ] A 7 5   ] J 9 4 2
 { K 9 8 2   { Q J 10 3
 } 10 9 5 3   } 7 6
    [ A Q J 10 5 2
    ] 10 8
    { 4
    } A Q 8 2

Open Room
 West North East South
 Pottage Short Ratcliff Goodman
 — — — 1[
 Pass 2{* Pass 2[
 Pass 4[ Pass 5}
 Pass 5{ Pass 5[
 Pass 6[ All Pass

2{ Game-forcing

I suspect the Scottish pair sensed they were not 
in lead at this juncture and pushed hard towards the 
Hamman-esque slam. Once the king of trumps was 
discovered to be onside and only trebleton declarer 
was able to table his hand.

Closed Room
 West North East South
 Peterkin Jones Sanders Jourdain
 — — — 1[
 Pass 2{ Pass 3[
 Pass 3NT All Pass

Not taking the same rosy view of the combined 26 
count Wales rested in game and so lost 12 IMPs.

On the final board they saw another 6 IMPs out as 
the result of  an over enthusiastic game try, but still ran 
out comfortable winners 40-26 or 13.75 – 6.25 VPs. 
This moved them three places up the table.

Stephen Peterkin
SCOTLAND

AA QQQ

J
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OPEN TEAMS ROSTERS
  AUSTRIA
Andreas BABSCH
Torbjorn JONSSON
Arno LINDERMANN
Gunther PURKARTHOFER
Josef SIMON
Christian TERRANEO
Andreas BABSCH pc
Arno LINDERMANN coach
  BELARUS
Andrei KAVALENKA
Aleksandr KORZUN
Igor RADJUKEVICH
Andrej SOTNIKAU
Aleh TSIMAKHOVICH
Alexander ZHUKOV
Sviatlana BADRANKOVA 
npc & coach
  BELGIUM
Sam BAHBOUT
Philippe COENRAETS
Steven DE DONDER
Steve DE ROOS
Zvi ENGEL
Mike VANDERVORST
Patrick BOCKEN npc

  BULGARIA
Diyan DANAILOV
Vladimir MARASHEV
Borislav POPOV
Stefan SKORCHEV
Jerry STAMATOV
Ivan TSONCHEV
Vladislav N. ISPORSKI npc

  CROATIA
Goran BOREVKOVIC
Kiril MARINOVSKI
Marina PILIPOVIC
Ognjen STANICIC
Nikica SVER
Vedran ZORIC
Tvrtko PERKOVIC npc
Alexander HYDES coach
  CYPRUS
Aleka ASTREOU
Philippos FRANGOS
George GEORGIADES
George KOLETTIS
Takis POLITIS
Frosso TILLYRI
Philippos FRANGOS pc

  CZECH REPUBLIC
Patrik BOURA
Frantisek KRALIK
Jan MARTYNEK
Petr PULKRAB
Jakub SLEMR
David VOZABAL
David VOZABAL pc

  DENMARK
Dennis BILDE
Morten BILDE
Knut BLAKSET
Mathias BRUUN
Soren CHRISTIANSEN
Martin SCHALTZ
Bo Loenberg BILDE npc
Jacob RON coach

  ENGLAND
David BAKHSHI
Tony FORRESTER
David GOLD
Jason HACKETT
Justin HACKETT
Andrew ROBSON
David PRICE npc
Alan MOULD coach
  ESTONIA
Maksim KARPOV
Tiit LAANEMAE
Vassili LEVENKO
Leo LUKS
Lauri NABER
Sven SESTER
Aarne RUMMEL npc

  FAROE ISLANDS
Arant BERJASTEIN
Roi A Rogvu JOENSEN
Magni JOKLADAL
Simin LASSABERG
Arne MIKKELSEN
Bogi SIMONSEN 
A. MARQUARDSEN npc
Ossur WINTHEREIG coach
  FINLAND
Vesa FAGERLUND
Kauko KOISTINEN 
Vesa LESKELA
Clas NYBERG
Kauko KOISTINEN npc
Sanna KITTI coach

  FRANCE
Thomas BESSIS
Francois COMBESCURE
Cedric LORENZINI
Jean-Christophe QUANTIN
Jerome ROMBAUT
Frederic VOLCKER
Lionel SEBBANE npc

  GEORGIA
George ABZIANIDZE
Revaz BERIASHVILI
Rati BURDIASHVILI
Grigol GOGOBERIDZE
Gocha GOSHADZE
Giorgi UCHAVA

GERMANY
Sabine AUKEN
Michael GROMOELLER
Julius LINDE
Martin REHDER
Christian SCHWERDT
Roy WELLAND
Kevin CASTNER npc
Andrea SCHWERDT coach
  GREECE
Konstantinos DOXIADIS
Aris FILIOS
K. KONTOMITROS
Tassos KOUKOUSELIS
Thanassis MATZIARIS
Petros ROUSSOS
Y. PAPAKYRIAKOPOULOS 
npc

  HUNGARY
Miklos DUMBOVICH
Gal HEGEDUS
Gyorgy KEMENY
Tamas SZALKA
Laszlo SZILAGYI
Gabor WINKLER 
Peter TALYIGAS npc
Gyorgy SZALAY coach
  ICELAND
Sveinn Runar EIRIKSSON
Throstur INGIMARSSON
Birkir JONSSON
Thorlakur JONSSON
Adalsteinn JORGENSEN 
Magnus E. MAGNUSSON
Ragnar HERMANNSSON npc
Anna T. JONSDOTTIR coach
  IRELAND
Rory BOLAND
John CARROLL
Tommy GARVEY
Tom HANLON
Hugh McGANN
Mark MORAN
Grainne BARTON npc

  ISRAEL
Ilan BAREKET
Michael BAREL
Assaf LENGY
Amir LEVIN 
Josef ROLL
Yaniv ZACK
Ilan BAREKET pc
Eldad GINOSSAR coach
  ITALY
Massimiliano DI FRANCO
Giovanni DONATI
Alessandro GANDOGLIA 
Lorenzo LAURIA
Andrea MANNO
Alfredo VERSACE 
Gianni MEDUGNO npc

  LATVIA
Nauris ARMANIS
Martins LORENCS
Janis NEIMANIS
Bruno RUBENIS
Ivars RUBENIS
Karlis RUBINS

  MONACO
Jean Charles ALLAVENA
Geir HELGEMO
Tor HELNESS
Krzysztof MARTENS
Franck MULTON
Pierre ZIMMERMANN
Jean Charles ALLAVENA pc

  NETHERLANDS
Sjoert BRINK
Simon DE WIJS
Bas DRIJVER
Bob DRIJVER
Bauke MULLER
Bart NAB
Anton MAAS npc
Ton BAKKEREN coach

  NORWAY
Erik BERG
Boye BROGELAND
Thomas CHARLSEN
Thor Erik HOFTANISKA
Espen LINDQVIST
Steffen F. SIMONSEN
Christian VENNEROED npc
Sten BJERTNES coach
  POLAND
Piotr GAWRYS
Krzysztof JASSEM 
Jacek KALITA
Michal KLUKOWSKI
Marcin MAZURKIEWICZ
Michal NOWOSADZKI
Piotr WALCZAK npc
S. GOLEBIOWSKI coach
  PORTUGAL
Joao BARBOSA
Pedro MADEIRA 
Antonio PALMA 
Nuno PAZ
Sofia PESSOA 
Paulo SARMENTO
Rui PINTO npc
A. MORTAROTTI coach
  ROMANIA
Ionut COLDEA
Filip FLORIN
Marius IONITA 
Bogdan MARINA
Dan MORARU
Marina STEGAROIU
Marius GEORGESCU npc
R. SPIRIDONESCU coach
  RUSSIA
Igor KHAZANOV
Maria LEBEDEVA
Sergei ORLOV
Dmitri PROKHOROV
Vladmir TATARKIN
Andrez VORONOV

  SCOTLAND
Alan GOODMAN
Irving GORDON 
Danny KANE
Stephen PETERKIN 
Derek SANDERS
Brian SHORT
Sandy DUNCAN npc

  SERBIA
Dejan JOVANOVIC
Zoran KOLDZIC
Darko PAREZANIN
Marko PERISIC
Goran RADISIC
Dimitraki ZIPOVSKI

  SPAIN
Gabriel CARRASCO 
Gabriel FRACTMAN
Federico GODED
Gonzalo GODED MERINO
Ramon GOMEZ HIERRO
Pedro GONCALVES
Enrique PINTO POCH npc

  SWEDEN
Fredrik NYSTROM
Mikael RIMSTEDT
Ola RIMSTEDT
Johan SYLVAN 
Johan UPMARK
Frederic WRANG 
Jan LAGERMAN npc

  SWITZERLAND
Bachar ABOU CHANAB
Stephan MAGNUSSON
Dmitrij NIKOLENKOV 
Fernando PIEDRA 
Marco SASSELLI
Cedric THOMPSON 
Fernando PIEDRA pc

  TURKEY
Nuri CENGIZ
Orhan EKINCI
Yusuf KAHYAOGLOU 
Enver KOKSOY
Ali UCAR 
Nafiz ZORLU
Mustafa Cem TOKAY npc
Dundar CIFTCIOGLU coach
  UKRAINE
Volodymyr DRAGAN 
Oleksandr NYEMTSEV
Volodymyr PORKHUN
Oleg ROVYSHYN
Gennadii RYBNIKOV 
Borys SHUKHMEYSTER
Volodymyr DRAGAN pc

  WALES
Gary JONES
Patrick JOURDAIN
Richard Mark PLACKETT
Julian POTTAGE 
Tony RATCLIFF
Simon RICHARDS
Alan STEPHENSON npc
Krista P. EDWARDS coach
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1 ROMANIA GREECE 42 25 14.39 5.61
2 CZECH REPUBLIC NETHERLANDS 50 33 14.39 5.61
3 ESTONIA LATVIA 47 39 12.29 7.71
4 ENGLAND SERBIA 20 39 5.20 14.80
5 RUSSIA FINLAND 49 43 11.76 8.24
6 CROATIA ICELAND 55 32 15.56 4.44
7 CYPRUS GERMANY 18 58 1.91 18.09
8 ISRAEL GEORGIA 75 22 19.43 0.07
9 DENMARK HUNGARY 38 45 7.97 12.03
10 PORTUGAL SWITZERLAND 28 59 3.12 16.88
11 SCOTLAND POLAND 10 62 0.66 19.34
12 BULGARIA BELARUS 77 41 17.59 2.41
13 MONACO AUSTRIA 27 12 13.97 6.03
14 BELGIUM TURKEY 36 31 11.48 8.52
15 ITALY FAROE ISLANDS 44 29 13.97 6.03
16 NORWAY WALES 18 43 4.08 15.92
17 SPAIN IRELAND 36 25 13.04 6.96
18 UKRAINE SWEDEN 15 18 9.09 10.91
19 FRANCE Bye 0 0 12 0.00

1 FRANCE ROMANIA 72 21 19.25 0.75
2 AUSTRIA LATVIA 22 38 5.82 14.18
3 BELARUS TURKEY 78 13 20.00 0.00
4 POLAND WALES 30 45 6.03 13.97
5 SWITZERLAND IRELAND 32 59 3.74 16.26
6 HUNGARY SWEDEN 13 48 2.55 17.45
7 GEORGIA FAROE ISLANDS 52 30 15.38 4.62
8 GERMANY SPAIN 56 29 16.26 3.74
9 ICELAND NORWAY 24 27 9.09 10.91
10 FINLAND ITALY 27 46 5.20 14.80
11 SERBIA UKRAINE 38 43 8.52 11.48
12 NETHERLANDS BELGIUM 67 0 20.00 0.00
13 ESTONIA MONACO 15 47 2.97 16.03
14 GREECE BULGARIA 21 46 4.08 15.92
15 ENGLAND PORTUGAL 41 24 14.39 5.61
16 RUSSIA DENMARK 21 64 1.56 18.44
17 CROATIA ISRAEL 30 50 5.00 15.00
18 CYPRUS SCOTLAND 62 9 19.43 0.57
19 CZECH REPUBLIC Bye 0 0 12 0.00

1 ROMANIA ICELAND 58 23 17.45 2.55
2 LATVIA SERBIA 24 51 3.74 16.26
3 GERMANY FINLAND 70 30 18.09 1.91
4 POLAND SWITZERLAND 78 23 19.61 0.39
5 HUNGARY GEORGIA 35 50 5.53 13.47
6 FRANCE TURKEY 74 30 18.55 1.45
7 AUSTRIA BELARUS 36 19 14.39 5.61
8 SWEDEN IRELAND 36 37 9.69 10.31
9 WALES FAROE ISLANDS 37 46 7.45 12.55
10 ITALY NORWAY 30 32 9.39 10.61
11 SPAIN UKRAINE 60 24 17.59 2.41
12 BULGARIA MONACO 54 39 13.97 6.03
13 GREECE CZECH REPUBLIC 39 50 6.96 13.04
14 ISRAEL DENMARK 25 29 8.80 11.20
15 PORTUGAL SCOTLAND 21 36 6.03 13.97
16 ENGLAND RUSSIA 66 24 18.33 1.67
17 CROATIA CYPRUS 61 60 10.31 9.69
18 NETHERLANDS ESTONIA 84 29 19.61 0.39
19 BELGIUM Bye 0 0 12 0.00

RESULTS OPEN TEAMS
R

O
U

N
D

 9

1 FRANCE 159.39
2 POLAND 150.59
3 GERMANY 148.33
4 ITALY 142.64
5 ENGLAND 142.18
6 SWEDEN 138.92
7 FINLAND 135.37
8 CROATIA 132.53
9 IRELAND 132.24
9 NORWAY 132.24
11 NETHERLANDS 131.95
12 BULGARIA 126.97
13 WALES 126.73
14 ISRAEL 126.28
15 MONACO 123.86
16 ROMANIA 119.88
17 BELGIUM 116.58
18 SPAIN 115.53
19 HUNGARY 113.15
20 DENMARK 109.10
21 SERBIA 106.02
22 AUSTRIA 96.99
23 ICELAND 95.67
24 SWITZERLAND 91.11
25 ESTONIA 90.27
26 TURKEY 90.16
27 BELARUS 88.56
28 GREECE 88.36
29 UKRAINE 87.82
30 RUSSIA 85.76
31 CZECH REPUBLIC 85.02
32 GEORGIA 84.22
33 PORTUGAL 81.66
34 CYPRUS 79.73
35 LATVIA 75.78
36 FAROE ISLANDS 74.55
37 SCOTLAND 60.36

RANKING
AFTER ROUND 11
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RESULTS WOMEN PAIRS

1   LEVI Hila  ASULIN Adi ISR - ISR 61.21
2   ZMUDA Justyna  DUFRAT Katarzyna POL - POL 58.31
3   HELNESS Gunn  BLAAGESTAD Lise NOR - NOR 55.68
4   CHEDIAK Virginia  SIVERTSVIK Ranja NOR - NOR 54.10
5   ERKKILA Pia  AHONEN Hulda FIN - FIN 53.86
6   PISAK Mehves  ALUF Tuna TUR - TUR 53.79
7   BROWN Fiona  O'CONNOR Sarah ENG - ENG 53.43
8   BILDE Lone  RASMUSSEN Helle DEN - DEN 52.25
9   BROCK Sally  GROSS Susanna ENG - ENG 51.25
10   HOMME Marianne  BIRIBAKKEN Aase NOR - NOR 50.98
11   HACKETT Barbara  EGGELING Marie GER - GER 50.49
12   PAVLUSHKO Olga  RUDAKOVA Elena RUS - RUS 50.25
13   SARNIAK Anna  CZAJKA Iwona POL - POL 50.22
14   CUMMINS Carol Anne  NEWELL Sandra IRL - IRL 49.76
15   ARNOLDS Carla  KOLEN Sandra NED - NED 49.58
16   KREIDIEH Hana  HAMDAN Nahla LIB - LIB 49.37
17   POPLILOV Matilda  BIRMAN Daniela ISR - ISR 49.01
18   THOMPSON-VINCENT Kristina  SIMHA Esther SUI - SUI 48.40
19   KRIFTNER Susanne  VECHIATTO Claudia GER - GER 46.99
20   HADDAD Wafa  FARHAT Faten LIB - LIB 46.54
21   CESARI Barbara  MASINI Nicoletta ITA - ITA 46.39
22   ZORLU Ferda  KOTAN Nilgun TUR - TUR 40.39
23   ELBRO Helle Simon  REITER Kate DEN - DEN 39.20
24   ORMAY Krisztina  FISCHER Brigitta HUN - HUN 38.16

FINAL A 

1   CUZZI Monica  SERANGELI Franca ITA - ITA 61.61
2   PANADERO Maria  GUTIIERREZ-HERRERO Myriam ESP - ESP 57.23
3   GILLILAND Dolores  WHELAN Maria IRL - IRL 56.52
4   CLENCH Gilly  WOODRUFF Laura WAL - WAL 55.45
5   EGE Tina  FARHOLT Stense DEN - DEN 54.20
6   KURSAKOVA Larissa  MALKOVA Marina RUS - RUS 53.39
7   DELESTRE Blandine  BOURDIN Dominique FRA - FRA 53.30
8   OZUMERZIFON Meltem  KOKTEN Hatice Nazan TUR - TUR 53.21
9   McQUAKER Fiona  ADAMSON Sheila SCO - SCO 52.95
10   JOYCE Emer  FITZGERALD Jeannie IRL - IRL 52.68
11   CINAR Nur  MIZRAHI Ece TUR - TUR 52.32
12   MANTYLA Mirja  LAUKKANEN Elina FIN - FIN 52.05
13   SKORDALIDI Korina  MAKRI Eleni GRE - GRE 51.70
14   SZABADOS Julianna  BOSZORMENYI Katalin HUN - HUN 51.34
15   NORDGREN Maria  BERGLUND Agneta FIN - FIN 50.63
16   SANDSTROM Kati  MYLLAERI Maria FIN - FIN 50.09
17   TAGA Fethiye  OZCAN Nese TUR - TUR 48.93
18   SPANOU Vivian  MITSI Georgia GRE - GRE 48.66
19   LYBAEK Astrid Steen  DANIELSEN Ann-Elin NOR - NOR 48.66
20   LILLIS Heidi  FITZPATRICK Anne IRL - IRL 48.21
21   KELLY-ROGERS Mary  MCCANN Eileen IRL - IRL 47.86
22   MOSZCZYNSKA Zuzanna  PIESIEWICZ Dominika POL - POL 47.14
23   HIGGINS Carmel  SPROULE Toni IRL - IRL 46.79
24   GUMRUKCUOGLU Lale  ERENGIL Yasemin TUR - TUR 46.52
25   BIANCHI Valeria  PACE Enza ITA - ITA 45.45
26   KALKERUP Bettina  JEPSEN Ketty DEN - DEN 44.82
27   CORNFIELD Hannah  CLOW Rowena Anwen ENG - ENG 43.84
28   DONNELLAN Joan  MCENTEE Orla IRL - IRL 43.84
29   KURANOGLU Serap  ATES Ebru TUR - TUR 43.04
30   TIMONEY Mary  BRADY Mary IRL - IRL 37.59

FINAL B 
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