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10.00:
Women's Pairs
Open Teams
BBO:
   RUS - FIN (O)
   EST - LAT (O)
   ROM - GRE (O)
   DEN - HUN (O)
   POR - SWE (O)
   MON - AUT (O)

ON SITE VG + BBO BBO ONLY VOICE + BBO

Israel's Hila Levi & Adi Asulin lead the qualifiers going into the final of the Europe-
an Women's Pairs Championship. The Netherland's Carla Arnolds & Sandra Kolen 
are second with Turkey's Mehves Pisak & Tuna Aluf third.

In the European Team Championship Finland (who are playing four handed) has 
surged to the top of the table, having compiled eight consecutive wins, including 
victories over second-placed France and fourth-placed Poland, as well as Ireland & 
Monaco. Meanwhile, Norway remains in third place.

13.20:
Women's Pairs
Open Teams
BBO:
   HUN - SWE (O) 
   CRO - ISR (O)
   GEO - FAR (O)
   GER - SPA (O)
   ICE - NOR (O)
   NED - BEL (O)

16.00:Ireland vs England
Ron Tacchi, p. 15
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Mark Horton, p. 21
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Jos Jacobs, p. 26
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p. 31
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p. 32

Estonia vs Faroe Islands
John Carruthers, p. 18

17.30:
Women and Senior
Captains' meeting

19.30:
Prize giving
Women Pairs
Opening Ceremony
O/W/S

Women's Pairs
Open Teams
BBO:
   ITA - NOR (O)
   HUN - GEO (O)
   FRA - TUR (O)
   BUL - MON (O)
   ISR - DEN (O)
   ENG - RUS (O)
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MATCHES TODAY

ROM GRE
CZE NED
EST LAT
ENG SER
RUS FIN
CRO ICE
CYP GER
ISR GEO
DEN HUN
POR SWI
SCO POL
BUL BLR
MON AUT
BEL TUR
ITA FAR
NOR WAL
SPA IRE
UKR SWE
FRA Bye yy

FRA ROM
AUT LAT
BLR TUR
POL WAL
SWI IRE
HUN SWE
GEO FAR
GER SPA
ICE NOR
FIN ITA
SER UKR
NED BEL
EST MON
GRE BUL
ENG POR
RUS DEN
CRO ISR
CYP SCO
CZE Bye
 

yy

ROM ICE
LAT SER
GER FIN
POL SWI
HUN GEO
FRA TUR
AUT BLR
SWE IRE
WAL FAR
ITA NOR
SPA UKR
BUL MON
GRE CZE
ISR DEN
POR SCO
ENG RUS
CRO CYP
NED EST
BEL Byeyy

OPEN ROUND 9 OPEN ROUND 10 OPEN ROUND 11

TIME: 10.00 TIME: 13.20 TIME: 16.00

MATTERS OF CEREMONY

The Opening Ceremony of the 53rd European Bridge Team Championships and the prize-
giving ceremony for the Women's Pairs Championship will take place today, Saturday 18 June 
at 19.30 on the second floor of the Groupama Arena. 

The players, captains and coaches representing each country should to sit together for the team presentations.
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by Mark Horton

Dealer South
   [ A Q
   ] A K J 10 4
   { 10 7
   } 8 5 4 2
     [ 6 4 3
     ] 7 2
     { J 6 4 2
     } K 10 9 7

 West North East South
    1NT* 
2{* 3{* Pass 4]
 Pass 5] Pass 6]
 All Pass

1NT  14-16
2{   Spades and another suit
3{   Hearts, invitational or better
Against 6] by South West leads {K.

Declarer wins in hand and draws trump in two 
rounds (West following) then plays ace, queen of 
spades, overtaking with the king and cashing the jack 
to pitch a diamond from dummy. Plan the defence.

The full deal: 

    [ A Q
    ] A K J 10 4
    { 10 7
    } 8 5 4 2
 [ 10 9 7 5 2   [ 6 4 3
 ] 6 3   ] 7 2
 { K Q 9 8 5   { J 6 4 2
 } Q   } K 10 9 7
    [ K J 8
    ] Q 9 8 5
    { A 3
    } A J 6 3

East should be wide-awake as declarer leads a club 
from dummy. The defence needs two tricks in clubs 
to defeat the slam. This can be done if West holds a 
singleton jack or queen. South has the ace and will 
probably try to duck the first club round to West in 
order to get a ruff and discard. So go up immediately 
with your king!

ADVENTURES WITH OTTLIK

88 8 5 5 4 2

Dealer South. E-W Vul.

 [ J 6 3   [ A K Q 10 8 5
 ] 9 4 3   ] A Q
 { 8 5 3 2   { 7 4
 } 6 4 2   } A K 3

 West North East South
 — — — 1]
 Pass Pass Dble 2{
 Pass 2] 3NT Pass
 Pass 4] 4[ All Pass

Against 4[ by East. South leads the {K; North 
contributes the {Q so South underleads in diamonds 
to North’s jack. Back comes the ]J; plan the play.

Dealer South. E-W Vul.

 [ J 6 3   [ A K Q 10 8 5
 ] 9 4 3   ] A Q
 { 8 5 3 2   { 7 4
 } 6 4 2  } A K 3

 West North East South
 — — — 1]
 Pass Pass Dble 2{
 Pass 2] 3NT Pass
Pass 4] 4[ All Pass

AAgainst 4[ by East. South leads the {K; North
contributes the {Q so South underleads in diamond
tto North’s jack. Back comes the ]J; plan the play.

5

ds 

NEW PROBLEM

SSSSOOOOLUTION TO YESTERDAY'S PROBBLLEEEMMM 

88 55 44 22
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by Jos Jacobs

Open Teams, Round 2

Not for the first time, I decided to make a joint re-
port of two matches in one story. The main reason for 
this is, of course, that on quite a number of boards, 
swings are occurring in many matches. These two 
matches proved no exception. 

Both Nordic teams involved in this report had made 
a very good start to the Championships, scoring 20 
V.P. and 19.85 V.P. respectively. Would they be able 
to go on at this rate?

Hungary, the proud host country,  had also made 
a reasonable enough start, beating their neighbours 
Romania by 14.18 – 5.82 V.P., thus making Israel 
the only team of these four not to win its first match – 
they lost heavily to Belgium. 

Both the matches started with a flattish board but 
then, on board 18, at least two of our pairs had their 
chances:

Board 18. Dealer East. N/S Vul.
   [ A 10 7 5 3
   ] 5
   { A K 6
   } Q 10 6 5
 [ Q 4   [ K J 9 6 2
 ] A K Q J 9 6  ] 3 2
 { 7 3   { 10 9 2
 } A 7 4   } K J 9
   [ 8
   ] 10 8 7 4
   { Q J 8 5 4
   } 8 3 2

At first sight, there seem to be no games on for 
either side on this board but as it happened, in both 
matches they had different ideas some of which even 
came off.

Norway v. Israel:

 Open Room
 West North East South 
 Barel Hoftaniska Zack Charlsen
 – – Pass Pass
 1] 1[ Pass Pass
 2] Dble Redbl 3{
 3] All Pass

At this table, and at this table only, E/W managed to 
reach the proper contract, which made exactly when 
North led the [A and another for his partner to ruff. 
Declarer then lost his two diamonds but made his con-
tract. Israel +140.

 Closed Room
 West North East South 
 Brogeland Roll Lindqvist Levin
 – – Pass Pass
 1] 1[ Pass Pass
 Dble Pass Pass Redbl
 Pass 2} Pass Pass
 3] Pass 3NT All Pass

When Brogeland reopened with a double rather 
than 2], N/S looked in trouble. They might well 
have gone just one off in 2{ for -200 but E/W were 
not content with that and tried for an even better sco-
re by transferring their problems to South. On lead 
against 3NT, South might have won the board for his 
side quickly or slowly by a pointed-suit lead but when 
he tried a club instead, Lindqvist had nine tricks for 
+400 and the first 6 IMPs to Norway. 

In the Hungary-Iceland match, we saw two nicely 
contrasting auctions, or at least, so it looked:

 Open Room
 West North East South 
 Jonsson Szilágyi Magnusson Hegedüs
 – – 2] Pass
 4[ All Pass

2] by East was obviously his idea of a weak two in 
spades and thus West duly converted. When he ran 
into a 5-1 trump split, there was no hope. Down two, 
Hungary +100.

 Closed Room
 West North East South 
 Winkler Eiriksson Dumbovich Ingimarsson
 – – 2[ Pass
 4] All Pass

Well, 2[ was not such a good weak two in spades 
but Gábor Winkler was not interested. He simply bid 
what he thought he could make as a natural suit so 
4] became the final contract. There are many ways, 

NORWAY VS ISRAEL & HUNGARY vs ICELAND

QQ

8
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I think, for N/S to beat it, as South might produce 
some sort of spade signal on the {A lead. Even play-
ing the queen should help as North can then underlead 
his {K and South should find the spade shift easily. 
When South played the {2 instead, North continued 
with two more rounds of the suit, thus letting through 
the contract. Hungary another +420 and 11 IMPs to 
them.

Back now to Norway v. Israel:

Board 19. Dealer South. E/W Vul.
   [ 6 5
   ] A Q J 4
   { 9 6
   } K Q 9 5 4
 [ 10 8   [ Q J 9 3 2
 ] K 8 7 6 3   ] 5 2
 { A K Q 3   { 7 2
 } 8 7   } J 10 6 3
   [ A K 7 4
   ] 10 9
   { J 10 8 5 4
   } A 2

 Closed Room
 West North East South 
 Brogeland Roll Lindqvist Levin
 – – – 1{
 1] Pass Pass Dble
 All Pass

When the defenders managed to crash two of their 
combined trump honours, the contract went only two 
off, so Israel had to be content with just +500.

Not that it mattered very much, because in the other 
room,  Zack had a slightly better ideas:

 Open Room
 West North East South 
 Barel Hoftaniska Zack Charlsen
 – – – 1{
 1] Pass Pass Dble
 Pass Pass 1[ Dble
 All Pass

Basically, the board should still have been flat, as 
South might have cashed two top trumps followed by 
four rounds of clubs, leaving declarer with just three 
trump tricks and two of his top diamonds. 

When South selected the {J as his opening lead, 
declarer won the ace and immediately led a club off 
dummy. At this point, the same eight defensive tricks 

are still available but North, rather than playing a 
trump, persisted with diamonds. Dummy won and led 
another club. South won the ace and played another 
diamond, North ruffing dummy’s queen and declarer 
overruffing. Next came a club on which South discar-
ded a heart. Dummy ruffed and led the last diamond, 
ruffed and overruffed. Declarer then could ruff his last 
club with dummy’s ten on which South discarded his 
last heart. As a result of all this, declarer suddenly had 
seven tricks…

Israel a surprise +160 and 12 IMPs to them.

And more to them on the very next board:

Board 20. Dealer West. All Vul.
    [ 10 3
    ] J 9 5
    { K Q 8 6
    } 9 6 5 2
 [ A Q 7 6 4   [ K 8 5 2
 ] 10   ] A 8 7
 { J 3   { 10 9 7 2
 } Q J 10 8 4   } K 3
    [ J 9
    ] K Q 6 4 3 2
    { A 5 4
    } A 7

 Open Room
 West North East South 
 Barel Hoftaniska Zack Charlsen
 2[ Pass 4[ Dbl
 All Pass

The Polish-style 2[ worked well here as Charlsen, 
not unreasonably, thought action was needed over 
4[. Down two in 5] would have been a fine sacri-
fice but -990 (one overtrick) was not the result Norway 
had been looking for…

 Closed Room
 West North East South 
 Brogeland Roll Lindqvist Levin 
 1[ Pass 3{ 3]
 3[ Pass 4[ All Pass

Once Brogeland judged his hand worth a one-level 
opening bid, Norway’s chances of beating par were 
gone. Eleven tricks, +650 to Norway but another 8 
IMPs to Israel.  

[]{}

K QQ 9 5 44

J 9
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Board 23. Dealer South. All Vul.
   [ K J 10 6
   ] 7
   { K 8 2
   } A 10 8 5 3
 [ 7 2   [ A Q 9 8 5 3
 ] K J 10 6 2   ] 9 4
 { 10 6 5   { A 3
 } Q J 2   } K 7 6
   [ 4
   ] A Q 8 5 3
   { Q J 9 7 4
   } 9 4

 Open Room
 West North East South 
 Barel Hoftaniska Zack Charlsen
 – – – 2]
 Pass 3} 3[ All Pass

After another Polish-style opening bid, this time by 
the Norwegians, and a 3} “pass or correct” respon-
se, Israel ran into trouble when East chose an unlucky 
moment for his overcall.

Down one, Norway +100.

 Closed Room
 West North East South 
 Brogeland Roll Lindqvist Levin
 – – – Pass
 Pass 1} 1[ 2]
 Pass Pass 2[ 3{
 All Pass

When South did not open, the N/S pair reached the 
correct denomination, albeit at a pretty dangerous le-
vel. West lead a spade but when East won and played 

off two rounds of trumps, declarer had a lot of hearts 
to lose and thus went down two for another +200 and 
7 IMPs back to Norway. 

More IMPs to Norway on the next board:

Board 24. Dealer West. None Vul.
    [ A 5
    ] 6 5
    { K Q 9 5 4
    } A 5 3 2
 [ 10 8 3 2   [ J 6
 ] 7 4 3 2   ] A K Q J 10 9
 { J 6   { 8 7 2
 } J 7 6   } 9 4
    [ K Q 9 7 4
    ] 8
    { A 10 3
    } K Q 10 8

Open Room
 West North East South 
 Barel Hoftaniska Zack Charlsen
 Pass 1{ 3] 3[
 4] Pass Pass Dble
 Pass 4[ Pass 5NT
 Pass 6} All Pass

Hoftaniska did very well to take partner’s 3[ fol-
lowed by 5NT over his own 4[ as the suggestion to 
look for any minor suit slam as an alternative, if at 
all possible. 6} proved an excellent spot for a well-
deserved +920. 

 Closed Room
 West North East South 
 Brogeland Roll Lindqvist Levin
 Pass 1{ 3] 3[
 4] Pass Pass Dble
 All Pass

When Roll did not find a bid over partner’s double, 
the Israelis had to be content with +500 only for a loss 
of 9 more IMPs.

In our other match, the Hungarians were less enterprising:

 Open Room
 West North East South 
 Jonsson Szilágyi Magnusson Hegedüs
 Pass 1{ 3] 3[
 4] Pass Pass 5{
 All Pass

One overtrick, Hungary +420.ISRAEL
Josef Roll

AA 10 8 5 33

AA 5 3 2
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 Closed Room
 West North East South 
 Winkler Eiriksson Dumbovich Ingimarsson
 Pass 1{ 1] 1[
 3] Pass Pass Dble
 Pass 4} Pass 4]
 Pass 4[ Pass 5}
 Pass 6} All Pass

The Iceland N/S pair did not show any signs of 
being in a hurry, South’s 4] bid being the key to suc-
cess. Well done, Iceland +920 and 11 IMPs to them 
to level the match.

Some quiet boards but then lots of action near the 
end:

Board 28. Dealer West. N/S Vul.
   [ 10 5
   ] A J 7 6 3
   { J 6 2
   } K 9 2
 [ A K Q 9 6 3 2  [ 8
 ] 10 9 5 2   ] K 8 4
 { —   { A K
 } 8 4   } A Q J 10 7 5 3
   [ J 7 4
   ] Q
   { Q 10 9 8 7 5 4 3
   } 6

 Open Room
 West North East South 
 Jonsson Szilágyi Magnusson Hegedüs
 4[ All Pass

When Jónsson opened 4[, everyone kept silent. 
This proved a sound idea, even more so when you 
see East’s hand. 

As the defence did not lead hearts (and why should 
they?), declarer made all the tricks. Iceland +510.

 Closed Room
 West North East South 
 Winkler Eiriksson Dumbovich Ingimarsson
 4[ Pass Pass 5{
 Pass Pass Dble All Pass

Against the same opening bid, the Icelandic South 
took his fate into his own vulnerable hands when he 
ventured 5{. This time, the cost was a mere -800 
and a 7-IMP loss.

On the next board, Iceland looked a little bit unlucky 
at one table:

Board 29. Dealer North. All Vul.
    [ J 7 5 3
    ] Q 7 3 2
    { —
    } Q 7 6 5 3
 [ 10   [ K 4
 ] A K 10 8 6 5  ] 9 4
 { A Q 2   { K 8 5 4 3
 } K 10 9   } A J 8 4
    [ A Q 9 8 6 2
    ] J
    { J 10 9 7 6
    } 2

 Open Room
 West North East South
 Jonsson Szilágyi Magnusson Hegedüs
 – Pass 1{ 2[
 3{ 4[ Pass Pass
 5NT Pass 6} Pass
 6{ All Pass

A priori, 6{ looks quite a playable slam but on the 
actual auction, E/W would have been well advised 
to be a little more cautious. Declarer could not do 
anything at all against the 5-0 trump break and thus 
had to concede two down for +200 to Hungary.

ICELAND
Birkir Jonsson

K 9 2
22 

Q Q 77 66 55 33
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 Closed Room
 West North East South 
 Winkler Eiriksson Dumbovich Ingimarsson
 – Pass 1{ 3[
 4] 4[ Pass Pass
 Dble All Pass

In the Closed Room, the Hungarians took no risks 
when they tried to settle for a small plus. A trump 
lead and trump continuation as soon as East got the 
lead would have led to one down but when West led 
the ]A first before shifting to his trump, declarer had 
the entry position he needed to ruff three diamonds, 
enough to just scramble home. Iceland +790 and 11 
IMPs back to them.

In the Norway v. Israel match, we saw basically the 
same auction to 4[ doubled:

 Open Room
 West North East South 
 Barel Hoftaniska Zack Charlsen
 – Pass 1{ 1[
 2] 3[ Pass 4[
 Dble All Pass

Barel made no mistake. He led his trump and thus, 
declarer was held to nine tricks. Israel +200.

 Closed Room
 West North East South 
 Brogeland Roll Lindqvist Levin
 – Pass 1{ 2[
 3] 4[ Pass Pass
 5NT Pass 6} Pass
 6{ All Pass

In the Closed Room, the Norwegians reached the same 
unlucky slam as their Icelandic counterparts. Down two, 
another +200 to Israel and another 9 IMPs to them.

The final board of the match was nerve-racking. As 
you can see, South can make 5[ by using his only 
entry to dummy for a hazardous trump finesse rather 
than a diamond finesse. As the [A would bring down 
the king next, declarer’s losers would thus be restricted 
to a diamond and a club. 

As 5[ was the final contract at all my four tables, 
sometimes doubled, sometimes not, we can look at 
the four chosen lines of play one by one.

Board 32. Dealer West. E/W Vul.
    [ 6 5 4 3
    ] A 9 4
    { 10 2
    } J 9 5 3
 [ 10 2   [ K 8
 ] 10 8 5 3   ] K Q J 7 2
 { K 5 4 3   { 8
 } A 8 4   } K Q 10 7 6
    [ A Q J 9 7
    ] 6
    { A Q J 9 7 6
    } 2

 Open Room
 West North East South
 Jonsson Szilágyi Magnusson Hegedüs
 Pass Pass 1] 2]
 2NT 3[ 4} 4[
 Pass Pass 5] 5[
 Dble All Pass

For Hungary, Szilágyi as North was in 5[ doubled 
after South’s two-suited overcall. East led the }K and 
shifted to the {8.  When declarer finally decided to 
run this to his ten, he suffered a quick down one when 
West won his king and returned the suit for his partner 
to ruff. Iceland +100.

NORWAY
Thomas Charlsen

JJ 99 55 33



11 22 3333 444 5 66 77 8 99 1000 111 1222 113 1144 1555 111666 1117777 111888 
11999 222000 2222111 2222 22233 22224 255 2666 2227 228 2999 330 RRROOSTTTERRSSS RRRRREEESSSUUUUULLLTTTSSSS 333444

GO TO PAGE:

53RD EUROPEAN TEAM CHAMPIONSHIPS Budapest, Hungary

9

 Closed Room
 West North East South 
 Winkler Eiriksson Dumbovich Ingimarsson
 Pass Pass 1] 2]
 3] 4[ 5] 5[
 Pass Pass Dble All Pass

Eiriksson, North for Iceland was also in 5[ doubled. 
He won the ]K lead and immediately went for the 
diamond finesse. When this lost, West returned the 
suit for a ruff and still held his }A as the entry for a 
second ruff in the suit. Down two, Hungary +300 and 
5 IMPs to them.

The final result: Hungary-Iceland 24-27 or 9.09 - 
10.91 V.P. Both teams had managed not to lose too 
much ground.

 Open Room
 West North East South 
 Barel Hoftaniska Zack Charlsen
 Pass Pass 1] 2]
 3] 4[ 5] 5[
 All Pass

Hoftaniska, too, got the ]K lead and he too won 
his ace and took an immediate diamond finesse. West 
won and…cashed the }A before giving his partner 
just one diamond ruff. Israel +50.

In the Closed Room, we saw an interesting variation:

 Closed Room
 West North East South 
 Brogeland Roll Lindqvist Levin
 Pass Pass 1] 3}
 3{ 4[ 5] 5[
 Dble All Pass

East led the {8 which, after the actual auction, 
gave away the show. Roll went up with the ace and 
now went for his outside chance of not losing a trump 
trick. When this came off, he was home for a juicy 
+650 and 12 more IMPs to Israel to make it a 51-28 
or 15.56 – 4.44 V.P. win to them. They had man-
aged to make up most of the lost ground.

Boye Brogeland (NOR) and Amir Levin (ISR)
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by Brian Senior

At the halfway point in the Women's Pairs qua-
lifying stage the Lebanese pairing of Hana Kreidieh 
and Nahla Hamdan held the lead on 59.66%. The 
two previous winners of the event playing in 2016, 
Carla Arnolds of the Netherlands and Matilda Poplilov 
of Israel were lying second and 14th respectively, Car-
la partnering Sandra Kolen and Matilda playing with 
Daniela Birman.

The top 24 pairs at the end of day two would qua-
lify for Saturday's final, which would be an all-play-all 
barometer event over 46 boards. Qualifying position 
did matter, as the leading qualifiers would start with a 
carry-over of 50 MPs, going down to zero for the 24th 
qualifiers, a spread of just over two tops.

Watching the leading pair meant that, by chance, I 
got to see the same N/S line as on the previous day.

Board 21. Dealer North. N/S Vul.
   [ 7 4 3
   ] 9 8
   { 5 4 3
   } 10 9 8 6 2
 [ K J   [ 10 9 8 5 2
 ] K J 10 7 6 5 2  ] Q
 { 2   { A Q J 10 8 6
 } A K 5   } 7
   [ A Q 6
   ] A 4 3
   { K 9 7
   } Q J 4 3

 West North East South
 Hamdan Reiter Kreidieh Elbro
 – Pass 2[ 2NT
 3] Pass 4{ Pass
 4] All Pass

Hana Kreidieh opened 2[, weak with five or more 
spades plus a five-card or longer minor. Helle Simon 
Elbro overcalled 2NT and Nahla Hamdan introduced 
her hearts. I like a pass now but Kreidieh showed her 
main suit and Hamdan, not liking those, repeated the 
hearts. The E/W hands fit together very well and it 
takes an early trump lead to prevent an overtrick as 
the cards lie.

Kate Reiter led the nine of hearts to the queen and 
ace, preventing the club ruff, and Elbro switched to 
a club. Hamdan won the ace, drew trumps and led a 

diamond to the ace then a spade up. Elbro won the 
ace and returned the queen of clubs. Declarer had to 
concede a club at the end so Hamdan had 10 tricks 
for +420.

Saving the overtrick earned the Danish pair quite a 
lot of MPs, as they took 35 MPS and the Lebanese 
pair only 23.

 
Board 22. Dealer East. E/W Vul.
    [ A 7 2
    ] 8 6 5
    { Q 8
    } A Q J 4 2
 [ K Q 4   [ 10 9 3
 ] K J 10   ] A 9 7 4 2
 { A 10 2   { 7 6 5 4
 } K 10 7 6   } 3
    [ J 8 6 5
    ] Q 3
    { K J 9 3
    } 9 8 5

 West North East South
 Hamdan Reiter Kreidieh Elbro
 – – Pass Pass
 1NT Pass 2{ Pass
 2] All Pass

Hamdan opened a strong no trump in third seat and 
Kreidieh transferred to hearts then passed the respon-
se.

Reiter again led a trump, to the queen and king. 
Hamdan ducked a diamond at trick two, losing to Rei-
ter's eight, and back came a second trump. Hamdan 
won the jack and played ace then ten of diamonds to 
Elbro's jack and the spade return went to the king and 
ace. Reiter persevered with trumps, leading a third 
round which Hamdan won in the dummy and led a 
club, putting in the ten as she believed Elbro's discou-
raging club discard on the third round of hearts. Rei-
ther won the jack and was endplayed. She returned a 
spade, Elbro ducking dummy's ten, and declarer had 
to give up a diamond at the end, just making for +110 
and another 23 MPs to E/W. Once again, the trump 
lead had won the day for N/S.

Reiter/Elbro ended mini-session six in 22nd position, 
just above the cut line. There were, however, four 
more mini-sessions to go.

     WOMEN'S PAIRS QUALIFYING SESSION SIX

110 9 8 6 22

AA QQQQ JJ 44 22



11 22 3333 444 5 66 77 8 99 1000 111 1222 113 1144 1555 111666 1117777 111888 
11999 222000 2222111 2222 22233 22224 255 2666 2227 228 2999 330 RRROOSTTTERRSSS RRRRREEESSSUUUUULLLTTTSSSS 333444

GO TO PAGE:

53RD EUROPEAN TEAM CHAMPIONSHIPS Budapest, Hungary

11

Board 23. Dealer South. All Vul.
   [ J 8 7 4 3 2
   ] Q 5
   { A 6 5
   } J 2
 [ 5   [ K 10 9 6
 ] A J 6 3 2   ] K 9 8 4
 { J 8   { K 3
 } K Q 10 4 3  } A 8 7
   [ A Q
   ] 10 7
   { Q 10 9 7 4 2
   } 9 6 5

 West North East South
 Hamdan Haddad Kreidieh Farhat
 – – – Pass
 1] Pass 2} Pass
 3} Pass 4] All Pass

A simple auction saw the leaders get to 4] after 
also bidding and supporting clubs. Their opponents 
were the other Lebanese pair in the field. Wafa Had-
dad led the three of spades, third and fifth, to the nine 
and queen. Faten Farhat tried the spade ace at trick 
two and that was that. Hamdan ruffed and played ace 
of hearts and a heart to the king. A diamond pitch 
on the king of spades was followed by five rounds 
of clubs, pitching both the diamonds from dummy. 
A diamond ruff now completed a quick and easy play 
with 12 tricks the outcome. Plus 680 scored 38 MPs 
for the leaders, 20 for N/S.

 
Board 24. Dealer West. None Vul.
   [ K Q J 4
   ] A J 10 9
   { K 7
   } A K 7
 [ 9 5   [ 10 2
 ] Q 6 5 2   ] K 4 3
 { 8   { A J 6 4 3 2
 } Q J 6 5 4 3  } 9 2
   [ A 8 7 6 3
   ] 8 7
   { Q 10 9 5
   } 10 8

 West North East South
 Hamdan Haddad Kreidieh Farhat
 Pass 2NT Pass 3]
 Pass 3[ Pass 3NT
 Pass 4[ All Pass

Haddad opened 2NT and played 4[ after a transfer 
sequence. What would you lead on this auction? With 
a strong balanced hand to the right, it hardly looks cri-
minal to lead a club, but that proved to be an expen-
sive choice. The nine of clubs went to the ten, queen 
and king and Haddad played king of spades then the 
queen to dummy's ace and ran the seven of clubs. A 
heart to the ace put her back in hand to cash the ace 
of clubs, pitching dummy's heart loser, and now it wa 
sjust a matter of giving up a diamond and ruffing two 
diamonds in hand; 12 tricks for +480.

That gave 55 MPs to N/S, just 3 MPs to the leaders, 
and Haddad/Farhat ended the mini-session in tenth 
place.

 
Board 25. Dealer North. E/W Vul.
    [ A J 9 8 7
    ] 8
    { 9 7 6 5 4
    } 6 2
 [ K 6 4 3   [ Q 5
 ] 6 5 4 2   ] A 10 9
 { K 3 2   { A Q 10 8
 } Q 5   } K 10 9 3
    [ 10 2
    ] K Q J 7 3
    { J
    } A J 8 7 4

 West North East South
 Hamdan Asulin Kreidieh Levi
 – 2[ 2NT Pass
 3NT All Pass

Adi Asulin of Israel opened 2[, weak, and Kreidieh 
overcalled 2NT. Hamdan had a borderline raise and 
took the mildly optimistic decision to go on to game.

Hila Levi led the king of hearts and must have liked 
the look of dummy, with heart length but no signifi-
cant spot card. She cleared the hearts and Kreidieh 
led a club to the queen, Levi not seeing the need to 
rush in with her ace. Right she was, as the play conti-
nued with a diamond to the queen, back to dummy's 
king and a spade to the queen. Declarer should surely 
have cashed out now, settling for down two. While 
that would not have exactly been a triumph, it would 
have salvaged a few matchpoints compared to her ac-
tual play of a second spade, ducking Levi's ten. Asulin 
overtook with the jack, cashed the ace and played a 
club through, resulting in down four and –400. E/W 
might have been grateful to collect 11 MPs for this 
result, giving the Israeli pair 47.

 

J 2

6 2

AA KK 77
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Board 26. Dealer East. All Vul.
   [ A K 7 2
   ] A K Q 4
   { J 9 7
   } 10 7
 [ J 8 3   [ Q 9 5 4
 ] J 10 6 5 3   ] –
 { K 8   { A 10 6 5 4 2
 } 6 5 4   } A 9 8
   [ 10 6
   ] 9 8 7 2
   { Q 3
   } K Q J 3 2

 West North East South
 Hamdan Asulin Kreidieh Levi
 – – Pass Pass
 Pass 1NT 2{ Pass
 Pass Dble Pass 2]
 All Pass

Asulin opened 1NT in fourth seat and Kreidieh made 
a natural overcall. Levi wanted to bid something but 
nothing seemed right so she passed. With two strong 
four-card majors, Asulin reopened with a take-out 
double and Levi made the good decision to respond 
in her weak four-card major rather than the strong 
five-card minor.

Hamdan led king and another diamond so Kreidieh 
won the ace and continued with the ten of diamon-
ds. Levi discarded a spade on the third diamond as 
Hamdan ruffed. She returned a spade to dummy's ace 
and Levi cashed a top heart, saw the five-nil split, and 
switched her attention to the black suits. A spade ruff 
was followed by a club to the ten and ace, She won 
the spade return with the king and cashed two club 
winners, throwing dummys last spade loser. There 
was still a heart to be lost but Levi had eight tricks and 
her contract for +110 and 54 MPs, leaving only 4 
MPs for Hamdan/Kreidieh.

Asulin/Levi ended the mini-session in third place 
overall.

Board 27. Dealer South. None Vul.
    [ 10 8 5 3
    ] Q 10 7 6 2
    { 7 5 4
    } 6
 [ 7 2   [ A K J
 ] A 8 5 3   ] K J 4
 { A K J 6   { Q 10
 } A 10 2   } Q 9 8 5 4
    [ Q 9 6 4
    ] 9
    { 9 8 3 2
    } K J 7 3

 West North East South
 Hamdan Gilliland Kreidieh Whelan
 – – – Pass
 1NT Pass 2[ Pass
 2NT Pass 3NT All Pass

Hamdan opened a strong no trump and Kreidieh 
used a range inquiry – usually a raise to 2NT. When 
Hamdan rebid 2NT to show a minimum, Kreidieh 
gave up on slam and raised quietly to 3NT. Ireland's 
Dolores Gilliland led a heart so Hamdan called for 
dummy's jack and, when that held, led a club to her 
ten followed by a diamond to the ten and the eight of 
clubs to the jack and ace. She cleared the clubs now 
and had 12 tricks for +490 and 30 MPs to the Irish 
pair's 28. The key was, of course, the play of the club 
suit, and not everyone got the suit right, balancing out 
the pairs who got to slam and made it.

 

LEBANON
Hana Kreidieh

10 6

66
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Board 28. Dealer West. N/S Vul.
   [ J 8 2
   ] Q 9 7 5
   { A 9 6 4
   } K 2
 [ 5   [ K Q 6 3
 ] A K 10 3   ] 4
 { K 10 5 3 2   { J 8
 } Q J 9   } A 10 8 7 5 4
   [ A 10 9 7 4
   ] J 8 6 2
   { Q 7
   } 6 3

 West North East South
 Hamdan Gilliland Kreidieh Whelan
 1{ Pass 1[ Pass
 1NT Pass 2NT All Pass

Hamdan opened 1{ and rebid 1NT rather than 
repeat the moderate diamond suit. Kreidieh had no 
good way to both invite game and show the long clubs 
so compromised with an invitational raise to 2NT and 
Hamdan judged to treat her hand as a minimum, 
perhaps because of the singleton spade.

Gilliland led the eight of spades to dummy's king and 
Maria Whelan won the ace but was unable to read 
her partner's lead. She switched to a heart. Hamdan 
won the king and led the queen of clubs to the king 
and ace. With all suits still covered and her commu-
nications open, Hamdan might have tried diamonds 
now, but she preferred to cash her winners and see 

what developed. She played a club back to her jack, 
cashed the ace of hearts and rattled off the clubs. The 
defenders discarded all the diamonds with the excep-
tion of the ace, while Gilliland also came down to the 
bare queen of hearts. Hamdan now judged correctly 
that she could afford to play a diamond without first 
cashing the queen of spades. Gilliland won and cashed 
the heart but then had to lead a spade to dummy's 
queen and declarer had a diamond for her tenth trick; 
+180 and 33 MPs to Hamdan/Kreidieh, 25 to Gilli-
land/Whelan.

The Irish pair ended the mini-session in 47th place.

Board 29. Dealer North. All Vul.
    [ J 5
    ] 10 3
    { A J
    } A K Q 7 5 4 3
 [ A 9 8 6 4 2  [ K
 ] A K 8   ] J 5 4 2
 { K 9 8   { 10 7 5 2
 } 9   } J 10 8 6
    [ Q 10 7 3
    ] Q 9 7 6
    { Q 6 4 3
    } 2

 West North East South
 Hamdan Vechiatto Kreidieh Kriftner
 – 1} Pass 1{
 1[ 2} Pass 2NT
 Pass 3NT All Pass

Claudia Vechiatto, representing Germany (which 
might not have been your first guess for someone 
of that name), opened with a strong club (17+) and 
Suzanne Kriftner made a negative response (0-7). 
When Vechiatto showed her long clubs over Hamdan's 
overcall, Kriftner tried 2NT and Vechiatto, hoping to 
have seven running club tricks, raised to game.

Hamdan led a low spade to her partner's bare king 
and Kreidieh switched to a low heart. That went to 
the six, king and ten, and Hamdan cashed the ace of 
hearts then exited with a club. Kriftner won in dum-
my and played three more rounds of the suit. Krei-
dieh was now endplayed but her diamond exit to the 
queen, king and ace (declarer had pitched diamonds 
to keep spades and hearts) was good enough to defe-
at the contract as Kriftner had to concede a spade at 
trick 13.

Minus 100 was worth 27 MPs to the Germans, lea-
ving 31 for Hamdan/Kreidieh.

KK 22

GERMANY
Susanne Kriftner

QQ 1010 77 33
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Board 30. Dealer East. None Vul.
   [ 7 6 4
   ] K 10 9 7 4 2
   { K 8 4
   } A
 [ J   [ K 10 9 8 3
 ] Q 8   ] J 6 5
 { Q 5 3   { A 9
 } K J 10 9 8 6 3  } Q 5 4
   [ A Q 5 2
   ] A 3
   { J 10 7 6 2
   } 7 2

 West North East South
 Hamdan Vechiatto Kreidieh Kriftner
 – – Pass 1[
 2} 2] 3} Pass
 Pass 3] All Pass

Kriftner's 1[ opening promised only four cards with 
the possibility of a longer side-suit, as indeed proved 
to be the case on this deal. Two Hearts was natural 
but non-forcing but, when Kreidieh's club raise came 
back to her, Vechiatto had an extra heart so could 
compete with 3], where she played.

Kreidieh led the four of clubs to the king and ace. Vechiat-
to cashed the king then ace of hearts and followed up with 
the jack of diamonds, running it to the ace. Kreidieh tri-

ed to c a s h 

the queen of clubs now but Vechiatto could ruff and play 
king and another diamond, losing to the queen. There 
was just a trump to be lost now, the spades going away 
on the diamonds; ten tricks for +170.

The Germans scored 26 MPs to Hamdan/Kreidieh's 
32. Vechiatto/Kriftner ended the mini-session in 49th 
position with a lot of work to do to make the final. 
Our leaders, Hamdan and Kriedieh, had slipped to 
second overall on 56.27%, and still looked good for 
a place in the final. The new leaders were Tuna Aluf 
and Mehves Pisak of Turkey, on 57.67%.

LEBANON
Nahla Hamdan

AA

33
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by Ron Tacchi

With England due to play Wales in that other Eu-
ropean event that is running concurrently with these 
championships Round two saw them pitted against 
the Republic of Ireland, though by the time the match 
finished it would be England versus Wales in both 
tournaments.

Though this match was a low-scoring affair the deals 
were not without interest.

The first board was a nerve-settler:

Board 17. Dealer North. None Vul.
   [ 8 7 3
   ] 9 6
   { K 8 7 4
   } K J 10 6
 [ J 10 2   [ K Q 9
 ] A Q 7 3 2   ] K J 10 4
 { Q J 6 3   { A 9 5
 } A   } Q 5 2
   [ A 6 5 4
   ] 8 5
   { 10 2
   } 9 8 7 4 3

Open Room
 West North East South
 Bakhshi Garvey Gold Carroll
 – Pass 1}* Pass
 1] Pass 1NT Pass
 2}* Pass 2]* Pass
 2NT* pass 3] Pass
 3NT* Pass 4{ Pass
 4] All Pass

1} clubs or a 15-17 NT
2} Transfer diamonds

After East showed a strong no-trump and West the 
red suits the easy heart game was reached. North 
found the imaginative lead of the king of clubs, as has 
been said and no doubt will be said many times during 
this tournament, ‘that did not exactly paralyse decla-
rer’, though there was nothing that would. With the 
amazingly fortuitous layout of the diamond suit, there 
were always twelve tricks.

Closed Room
 West North East South
 McGann Forrester Hanlon Robson
 – Pass 1NT Pass
 2{ Pass 3] Pass
 4] All Pass

After a strong no-trump opening Robson super-ac-
cepted the heart transfer and was soon in game and 
he made the same twelve tricks (though a trifle more 
slowly) and the session started with a push.

Board 18. Dealer East. N/S Vul.
    [ A 10 7 5 3
    ] 5
    { A K 6
    } Q 10 6 5
 [ Q 4   [ K J 9 6 2
 ] A K Q J 9 6  ] 3 2
 { 7 3   { 10 9 2
 } A 7 4   } K J 9
    [ 8
    ] 10 8 7 4
    { Q J 8 5 4
    } 8 3 2

Open Room
 West North East South
 Bakhshi Garvey Gold Carroll
 – – Pass Pass
 1] 1[ Pass Pass
 1NT Pass 3NT All Pass

The spotlight was on North but he was not hard-
pressed to find the lead of the diamond ace and so 
the defence took the first six tricks and that was down 
two.

Closed Room
 West North East South
 McGann Forrester Hanlon Robson
 – – Pass Pass
 1} 1[ Pass Pass
 2] Pass 3NT All Pass

This time it was South who had to lead and he too 
chose a diamond so the defence took the same six 
tricks and a second push. (Spoiler Alert - This will be 
a recurring theme in this report.)

IRELAND VS ENGLAND

KK JJ 1100 66
QQ

88
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After another three simple game contracts making 
there had now been four successive pushes and the 
score was a riveting 0 – 0.

We now come to our first swing – be prepared for 
excitement.

Board 22. Dealer East. E/W Vul.
   [ 9 8 5
   ] Q 6 3 2
   { K Q
   } Q 6 5 4
 [ Q 10 6 3   [ A 7 4 2
 ] A 9 7   ] J 10 4
 { A J 7 6   { 9 2
 } 10 7   } K J 3 2
   [ K J
   ] K 8 5
   { 10 8 5 4 3
   } A 9 8

Open Room
 West North East South
 Bakhshi Garvey Gold Carroll
 – – Pass 1}*
 Pass 1] Pass 1NT*
 All Pass

1NT 11-13

As is their wont, the Irish were attacking in the bid-
ding. Having just taught my ninety-two year old mo-
ther to play bridge I am confident she would not have 
opened the South hand but in these modern times 
there are many that would.

Bakhshi led a small spade to the ace and Gold con-
tinued the suit to Carroll’s king. He continued with 
a small diamond to dummy’s king ducked by West 
and the queen was then taken by Bakhshi’s ace who 
cashed the ten of spades and gave Gold the lead with 
the fourth round of spades. The jack of hearts came 
back to dummy’s queen from whence a club was led 
to East’s jack and declarer’s ace.  He exited with a 
diamond to West’s jack at which point BBO says six 
tricks were claimed for one one off but it would appe-
ar if West leads a minor-suit card declarer will fail by 
two tricks. So declarer failed by one trick, -50.

Closed Room
 West North East South
 McGann Forrester Hanlon Robson
 – – Pass Pass
 Pass Pass

The pulse – raising auction in the closed room gave 
England two IMPs.

Board 25 had a slightly Molloesque tinge to it as in 
both rooms the contract was played in spades, only 
by Ireland and excluding the concluding passes only 
three bids were made.

Board 25. Dealer North. E/W Vul.
    [ J 9 7 6 5 4
    ] 7 2
    { A 9
    } Q 10 8
 [ Q 2   [ A K 10 8 3
 ] Q 5   ] K 9 8 3
 { 7 3   { Q 8 6 2
 } A 9 7 6 5 3 2  } —
    [ —
    ] A J 10 6 4
    { K J 10 5 4
    } K J 4

Open Room
 West North East South
 Bakhshi Garvey Gold Carroll
 – 3[ All Pass

With five tricks available in the suit in which decla-
rer had pre-empted this was never going to be a suc-
cessful contract and drifted three off, -150.

Closed Room
 West North East South
 McGann Forrester Hanlon Robson
 – 2{* 2[ All Pass

2{ Weak two in a major or 16+ 4441

Having polled some experts on the multi 2{ there 
were varying opinions as to the best course for South. 
The two main actions considered: pass as espoused 
by Robson at the table or a double by those who were 
of the opinion that if partner’s major was spades then 
the contract may well fail. In this instance the pass was 
the better action as declarer fulfilled his contract for – 
110 but yet another IMP for England.

[]{}

The following three boards produced an IMP each 
for both teams giving rise to the score of 4 – 1 to 
England.

QQ

KK JJ
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Board 29. Dealer North. All Vul.
   [ J 7 5 3
   ] Q 7 3 2
   { —
   } Q 7 6 5 3
 [ 10   [ K 4
 ] A K 10 8 6 5  ] 9 4
 { A Q 2   { K 8 5 4 3
 } K 10 9   } A J 8 4
   [ A Q 9 8 6 2
   ] J
   { J 10 9 7 6
   } 2

Open Room
 West North East South
 Bakhshi Garvey Gold Carroll
 — Pass Pass 2[
 3] 4[ Dble Pass
 5] All Pass

Bakhshi elected to try for the vulnerable game and 
when dummy appeared he must have had high ho-
pes but after a spade lead and a diamond switch from 
South ruffed by North the 4-1 trump split took him 
one down  for +100.

Closed Room
 West North East South
 McGann Forrester Hanlon Robson
 – Pass 1} 3[
 4{ 4[ Pass Pass
 Dble All Pass

Here 

West tried for a vulnerable penalty and started with 
the classic lead of a trump. Robson won in hand and 
essayed the nine of diamonds and West fell from grace 
when he played a small card. South was now home as 
he could ruff two diamonds in dummy and establish the 
suit for +790 and 12 IMPs, the first real swing of the set.

Board 30 featured a defensive slip up by the Irish 
South which allowed a no-trump game through for 
England and another 6 IMPs. But on the final board 
England took a wrong view and doubled a cast iron 
game and lost 5 IMPs resulting in a final score of 23 – 6.

IRELAND
Tommy Garvey

DUPLIMATE AND CARDDSSSS

The Duplimates used for the duplication during the 
championship are already sold out. You can either pre-order a 
new Duplimate for delivery at a special price during the World 
Championships in Wroclaw, or buy an older model for EUR 
1280 here in Budapest. Contact Jannerstens at the bridge stall 
in the Reception area, or drop a line to per@jannersten.com.

The [new] Budapest cards that you find in the boards will be 
sold after usage for EUR 136 per 200 decks.

QQ 77 66 55 33
[[
]]

}}
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by John Carruthers

Open Teams, Round 1

The early history of the Faroe Islands, midway 
between Norway and Iceland, is shrouded in mystery. 
It is possible that the first settlers were monks from 
Ireland, perhaps driven out by Norse raiders. Various 
Irish (the monk Brendan’s) and Norse accounts of un-
certain reliability from the 400s to the 800s describe 
islands that could have been the Faroes. Permanent 
settlement was established sometime in the late 800s 
and the islands have been under the control of, first 
Norway, then Denmark, ever since. Although an inde-
pendence referendum was held and passed in 1946, 
this was not recognised by Denmark. Today there is a 
high degree of self-rule, but full independence has not 
yet been granted.

With a population of less than 50,000, the Faroese 
NBO boasts 200 members, making it amongst, if not 
the, highest per capita bridge-playing country in the 
world. The Faroes faced Estonia in the first match of 
these championships.

Board 2. Dealer East. N/S Vul.
   [ A 10
   ] Q J 10 5 4
   { 10 9 5
   } Q 8 4
 [ J 7 3   [ K 9 6 5
 ] 8 3   ] A K 7 6
 { A K Q J   { 6 4 3 2
 } K J 5 3   } 10
   [ Q 8 4 2
   ] 9 2
   { 8 7
   } A 9 7 6 2

Closed Room
West North East South
Naber Jøkladal Luks Simonsen
 – – Pass Pass
1{1 1] Dble2 2]
Dble3 All Pass

1. 11-16 HCP; 
 promises zero diamonds (could be 4=4=0=5); 
 a 1NT opener at this vulnerability would have 
 shown 10½-13 balanced.
2. 4+ spades
3. 3-card spade support

The editor admonished us before the tournament: 
“No partscores.” Surely that cannot apply to partsco-
res doubled into game, of which there were an abun-
dance in this match.

I daresay this auction has occurred somewhere be-
fore today, but I had certainly never seen it previously. 
Both hands doubled to show spades and they pas-
sed Two Hearts doubled for penalties! Luks started 
with his stiff club, ducked to the king. Naber shifted to 
the eight of hearts to the king and a low heart went 
to dummy’s nine. Declarer overtook with his ten and 
led the queen of hearts, forcing out the ace (Naber 
discarded the jack of spades). East shifted to the six 
of diamonds. West cashed three diamonds, and then 
gave East a club ruff. East exited with his last diamond 
and waited to score the king of spades. That was eight 
tricks for the defence, plus 800 for Estonia.

Open Room
West North East South
Lassaberg Karpov Mikkelsen Laanemae
 – – Pass Pass
1NT Pass 2}* Pass
2{* Pass 3NT All Pass

Here was an auction with which we could all iden-
tify. Unfortunately for Lassaberg, he could not come 
close to making his contract, losing one spade trick, 
three hearts and two clubs for two off, minus 100, 
and 14 IMPs to Estonia.

[]{}

ESTONIA VS FAROE ISLANDS

Q 8
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Board 4. Dealer West. All Vul.
   [ Q 7 4 3
   ] Q 10 9 6
   { A 9
   } A K 10
 [ A 10 6 5 2   [ 9
 ] J 8 7 4   ] K
 { —   { K Q J 6 4 3
 } 9 7 3 2   } Q J 8 5 4
   [ K J 8
   ] A 5 3 2
   { 10 8 7 5 2
   } 6

Closed Room
West North East South
Naber Jøkladal Luks Simonsen
Pass 1}1 2NT2 Dble
4} Dble All Pass

1}  2+ clubs, 10+ HCP
2NT Minors

This table produced another (slightly) unusual auc-
tion. Three rounds of clubs would have left declarer 
one off, but Jøkladal preferred a spade lead, which 
might have led to two down. With ruffs the only entri-
es to the East hand, and needing to make something 
of the diamonds, declarer led a trump. North won 
with his king and shifted to the … ace of diamonds! 
Declarer was not hard pressed to ruff, ruff a spade, 
ruff a low diamond and lead another trump. Minus 
710 was Jøkladal’s punishment. He’d had the right 
idea – tapping the dummy – he’d just needed to follow 
that plan.

Open Room
West North East South
Lassaberg Karpov Mikkelsen Laanemae
Pass 1NT Dble1 Redble
2} Pass 3} Pass
Pass 3NT All Pass

Dble Described as (14)15+
The fortunate lie meant that 3NT could always be 

made. Karpov’s job was made easier on the king of 
diamonds lead and he made an overtrick. Plus 630 
and 800 added up to 16 IMPs to Estonia.

[]{}

Board 5. Dealer North. N/S Vul.
    [ A 9 4
    ] 5
    { A 8 7
    } K J 8 5 4 2
 [ 10 7 6 5 3   [ Q
 ] 9   ] A K 8 7 3 2
 { K 2   { Q 10 9 5 4
 } Q 9 7 6 3   } 10
    [ K J 8 2
    ] Q J 10 6 4
    { J 6 3
    } A

Closed Room
West North East South
Naber Jøkladal Luks Simonsen
 – 1} 1] Dble*
Pass 2} 2{ Dble
All Pass

For the fourth deal in a row, a partscore was doubled 
at this table (South declared Three Diamonds doubled 
down one on Board 3). Simonsen led a trump: three, 
two, seven, nine. Luks attempted to cash the ace and 
king of hearts. Jøkladal ruffed and cashed the ace of 
diamonds. The black-suit force meant that East could 
make only the three trumps left in his hand for minus 500.

Open Room
West North East South
Lassaberg Karpov Mikkelsen Laanemae
 – 1} 2] Dble
All Pass

It appears that declarer needs to guess diamonds 
to restrict his losses to six tricks. However, South led 
the ace of clubs and shifted to the three of diamon-
ds, two, seven, nine. East thought playing diamonds a 
very good idea and led another: four, six, king, ace. A 
trump shift would still have meant one off, but North 
played a low club, allowing East to discard his spade 
loser and forcing South to ruff with one of his natural 
trump tricks. There were two more trump tricks to 
come for the defence, but that meant eight for decla-
rer; plus 670 and 15 IMPs to the Faroes. We’d played 
five boards and had seen swings of 14, 16 and 15 
IMPs; five contracts had been played doubled.

Two boards later, Simonsen held 
[A987632 ]74 {A }K94, at game all. He ope-

ned Four Spades in first seat, got doubled and, when 
the defence dropped a trick, went two off for minus 

AA K 10 KK J 8 5 4 22
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500. His teammates made ten tricks in 1NT at the 
other table, so Simonsen’s loss was 8 IMPs.

Board 8. Dealer West. None Vul.
   [ J 5 4 3
   ] A Q J 7
   { 2
   } K 5 4 2
 [ K 8 6 2   [ A Q
 ] 10 9 4   ] 6 2
 { 8 7 5   { Q 9 6 3
 } A J 3   } Q 10 9 8 7
   [ 10 9 7
   ] K 8 5 3
   { A K J 10 4
   } 6

Closed Room
West North East South
Naber Jøkladal Luks Simonsen
Pass Pass 1NT 2{
Pass 3NT All Pass

The defence led and continued clubs. Declarer won 
with the king of clubs and finessed the diamond jack. 
When the queen of diamonds failed to drop under 
the ace and king, he could, however, take only eight 
tricks. Down one, minus 50.

Open Room
West North East South
Lassaberg Karpov Mikkelsen Laanemae
Pass 1} Pass 1{
Pass 1] Pass 4]
All Pass

Mikkelsen led the nine of clubs to Lassaberg’s ace. 
West shifted to the six of spades, three from declarer 
and … ? Mikkelsen thought long and hard about play-
ing the ace and continuing with the queen, but even-
tually settled for the queen, then the ace. He shifted 
to diamonds and it was Karpov’s turn for long, hard 
though. He was, however, in the enviable position of 
having no losing play (other than a nullo four of dia-
monds). Karpov eventually rose with the ace of dia-
monds, cashed the king and crossruffed for ten tricks. 
That meant plus 420 and 10 IMPs for Estonia.

We were not, however, finished with doubled 
partscores …

[]{}

Board 13. Dealer North. All Vul.
    [ K 7 5
    ] A K J 8 4 2
    { —
    } K J 9 5
 [ A Q J 10 9 3  [ 6
 ] 9 6   ] Q 10 7 5
 { K 8 5 4 3   { 7 6 2
 } —   } A Q 10 6 2
    [ 8 4 2
    ] 3
    { A Q J 10 9
    } 8 7 4 3

Closed Room
West North East South
Naber Jøkladal Luks Simonsen
 – 1] Pass 1NT
3[ 4} Dble All Pass

North had a very awkward bid at his second turn, 
thanks to West’s off-shape preempt. Before you cri-
me Jøkladal, consider if South’s minors were reversed 
slightly. East started with his spade. West won with 
the ace and returned the nine for the king to be ruffed 
out. East obediently shifted to a diamond and decla-
rer won with dummy’s ace to discard his third spade. 
Declarer mis-stepped here, playing a club to the king. 
That allowed East to play three rounds of the suit. De-
clarer won in hand, cashed the two high hearts, ruffed 
a heart and led the queen of diamonds. West covered 
and declarer ruffed and gave East a heart trick with his 
queen. East still had a long trump but had to surrender 
a diamond to dummy. Still, that was minus 800.

Open Room
West North East South
Lassaberg Karpov Mikkelsen Laanemae
 – 1] Pass 1NT
2[ 3] Pass 3[(!)
All Pass

Assuming the BBO operator got it right, what an extra-
ordinarily lucky pass of the cue bid Karpov made! Stran-
gely, Three Spades cannot be beaten more than two 
tricks, at least 7 IMPs better than Four Clubs doubled or 
Four Hearts doubled would have been. Laanemae did in-
deed take seven tricks for minus 200 and a 12-IMP win.

It had been a very entertaining start to the tourna-
ment for those of us who watched. Also for Estonia, 
but less so for the Faroe Islands. The final score was 
87-36 Estonia. Only one other match racked up in 
excess of 100 IMPs, and that just barely.

1100 99

KK J 9 5
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The definition of luck varies by the philosophical, reli-
gious, mystical, and emotional context of the one inter-
preting it; according to the classic Webster's dictionary, 
luck is"a purposeless, unpredictable and uncontrolla-
ble force that shapes events favourably or unfavou-
rably for an individual, group or cause". The author 
Max Gunther defines it as "events that influence one's 
life and are seemingly beyond one's control."

A game may depend on luck rather than skill or ef-
fort. For example, chess does not involve any random 
factors such as throwing dice, while dominoes has the 
"luck of the draw" when selecting tiles. In poker, espe-
cially games with a communal board, pure luck may 
decide a winning hand.

Luck plays its part in bridge, but from the journalists 
or commentators point of view, the decision about 
which match to follow is of immense significance. 
Whilst part-scores can be interesting, the excitement 
that readers and viewers crave comes from games and 
slams, but when you choose a match you have no idea 
how things will turn out.

In these championships I am wearing so many hats 
that I am struggling to find the time to put pen to 
paper, so whatever I decide to report on needs the 
utmost co-operation from the Great Shuffler.

Decide for yourselves if he was in a benevolent mood 
for this Round 4 encounter between Croatia and Serbia.

Board 18. Dealer East. N/S Vul.
   [ J 9 8 7 2
   ] 10 7 4
   { 9 8
   } 7 6 3
 [ A Q 6 4   [ 5
 ] A Q 3 2   ] 9
 { A 10 7 5   { K Q 6 4 3
 } 2   } Q J 10 8 5 4
   [ K 10 3
   ] K J 8 6 5
   { J 2
   } A K 9

Open Room
 West North East South
 Perisic Borevkovic Parezanin Marinovski
 — — 2NT* Dble
 5{ All Pass

2NT Minors, 5-10
North led the seven of hearts for the king and ace 

and declarer played a club to the queen and ace. He 
won the return of the ten of spades with the ace, 
crossed to dummy with a diamond and played the jack 
of clubs, covered and ruffed. When both defenders fol-
lowed to the ace of diamonds declarer claimed, +420. 

Closed Room
 West North East South
 Zoric Radisic Stanicic Zipovski
 — — 3} 3NT
 Dble All Pass

West led the two of clubs and declarer took East's 
ten with the ace and played the king of hearts which 
was allowed to hold (that cost the defenders one trick). 
Declarer continued with the six of hearts and West 
won with the queen and switched to the five of dia-
monds (East had discarded the four of clubs). East won 
with the queen  and returned the three (which cost the 
defenders a second trick). The defenders cashed their 
diamonds and then East played a spade, five down, 
-1400 and 14 IMPs for Croatia - it would have been 
17 if they had taken all their tricks.

CROATIA
Ognjen Stanicic

by Mark Horton

LADY LUCK

7 6 3
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Board 20. Dealer West. All Vul.
   [ 3
   ] 9 5 3 2
   { A Q 2
   } Q 10 8 7 2
 [ K 2   [ Q J 9 5
 ] K Q 6   ] J 10 8 7 4
 { 10 7 6 5 4   { J 9 8
 } K 9 5   } 6
   [ A 10 8 7 6 4
   ] A
   { K 3
   } A J 4 3

Open Room
 West North East South
 Perisic Borevkovic Parezanin Marinovski
 — — — 1[
 Pass 1NT Pass 2}*
 Pass 2{* Pass 3}*
 Pass 4{ Pass 4[
 Pass 5} Pass 5{
 Pass 6} All Pass

2} Gazzilli
2{ 8+
3} [+}

The convention card is silent as to the exact mea-
ning of this sequence - it might be that after 3} that 
4{ was RKCB for clubs, with the response of 4[ 
promising 0-3 key cards. With the king of clubs offside 
it was a good job North held a  singleton spade.

On the lead of the king of hearts declarer won and 
played to set up the spades, +1370.

Closed Room
 West North East South
 Zoric Radisic Stanicic Zipovski
 — — — 1}*
 Pass 2{* Pass 2]
 Pass 2[ Pass 2NT
 Pass 3{ Pass 4}*
 Pass 4] Pass 6}
 All Pass

1} 15+ HCP 4441 or 18+ HCP or 8+ tricks
2{ 5 }+, 4X+, 8-11 or 11-12, Balanced

I cannot decipher the auction after 2{, but it got the 
job done, no swing.

Board 21. Dealer North. N/S Vul.
    [ K Q 10 7 4
    ] 8
    { K J 10 6
    } Q J 4
  [ A 9   [ J 5 3 2
 ] J 7 4 3   ] A 9 2
 { A 7 3   { Q 9 5 4
 } 10 7 5 2   } K 6
    [ 8 6
    ] K Q 10 6 5
    { 8 2
    } A 9 8 3

Open Room
 West North East South
 Perisic Borevkovic Parezanin Marinovski
 — 1[ Pass 1NT
 Pass 2{ Pass 2]
 All Pass

West led the two of clubs for the queen, king and 
ace and declarer played a spade, West taking the ace 
and switching to the three of diamonds. If declarer 
had guessed to put  up the king he would have had 
a shot at making eight tricks, but he played the jack, 
East winning with the queen and returning the four, 
West taking the ace and switching to the five of clubs. 
Declarer won with dummy's jack and cashed the king 
of spades. Best now is to play a diamond, but declarer 
tried the queen of spades and West ruffed, and re-
turned the ten of clubs. East ruffed that and played a 
spade, ruffed with the ten and overruffed and West ex-
ited with a diamond. Forced to ruff declarer played the 
king of hearts and East won and played a diamond, 
promoting a trump for three down, -300.

Closed Room
 West North East South
 Zoric Radisic Stanicic Zipovski
 — 1[ Pass 1NT
 Pass 2{ Pass 2[
 All Pass

East led the two of spades and West won with the 
ace and returned the nine. Declarer won with the 
king, played a heart to the queen and a diamond for 
the jack and queen. East returned a diamond and 
West won and played a third diamond. Declarer won, 
cashed the queen of spades and with the king of clubs 
onside emerged with nine tricks, +140 and 10 IMPs, 
getting Serbia on the scoreboard.

QQ 10 8 7 22 QQ Q J 4
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Board 24. Dealer West. None Vul.
   [ 8 5
   ] A 3
   { K Q 9 6
   } K J 10 3 2
 [ A K 10 4 3   [ J 9 6 2
 ] Q J 7 2   ] 10 8 4
 { J 8 3   { 7 5 4
 } 6   } 8 7 5
   [ Q 7
   ] K 9 6 5
   { A 10 2
   } A Q 9 4

Open Room
 West North East South
 Perisic Borevkovic Parezanin Marinovski
 Pass 1}* Pass 1{*
 1[ Pass 2[ 3NT
 All Pass

1} 11-14 balanced (could be 5332 with 5 dia-
monds and 2254 if we treat this hand as balanced) or 
10-21 natural unbalanced 5+} or (4414)

1{ Transfer

When West led the four of spades declarer's gambit 
in the bidding paid off to the tune of +520 when the 
defenders unguarded the hearts.

Closed Room
 West North East South
 Zoric Radisic Stanicic Zipovski
 1[ 2}* Pass 3NT
 All Pass

2} 8 - 15 HCP, min. 4-4 in suit bid and next higher

West led the two of hearts and declarer won with 
dummy's ace and ran the clubs, somehow finishing 
with twelve tricks to lose an IMP.

Board 27. Dealer South. None Vul.
    [ J 8 5 4
    ] Q J 10 8 5
    { 10 8 5
    } 2
 [ K Q 3 2   [ A 10 9 7 6
 ] A K 4 3 2   ] 6
 { A 7   { 9
 } 6 4   } A K Q 10 7 3
    [ —
    ] 9 7
    { K Q J 6 4 3 2
    } J 9 8 5

Open Room
 West North East South
 Perisic Borevkovic Parezanin Marinovski
 — — — 4{
 Dble 5{ 6} All Pass

Declarer won the diamond lead in dummy and 
played trumps from the top, +920.

Closed Room
 West North East South
 Zoric Radisic Stanicic Zipovski
 — — — 4{
 Dble 5{ 6} All Pass

An identical auction was matched by an identical 
line of play. 

Fourteen pairs were given the space to find a route 
to a grand slam - and of course they all went down.SERBIA

Darko Parezanin

CROATIA
Dimitraki Zipovski

K J 10 3 22

22
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Board 29. Dealer North. All Vul.
   [ Q
   ] A 10 9
   { A K 7
   } K Q 8 7 5 4
 [ A 10 7 6 4   [ 9 8 5 2
 ] Q 5 4 3   ] K J 7 2
 { 9 8 5   { J 4 3 2
 } 3   } 2
   [ K J 3
   ] 8 6
   { Q 10 6
   } A J 10 9 6

Open Room
 West North East South
 Perisic Borevkovic Parezanin Marinovski
 — 1}* Pass 1[*
 Pass 2]* Pass 3}
 Pass 3{ Pass 3NT
 Pass 6} All Pass

1} 11-14] balanced 
 (could be 5332 with 5 diamonds and 2254 if 
 we treat this hand as balanced) or 10-21] 
 natural unbalanced 5+} or (4414)
1[ At least invitational if partner has balanced 
 hand; could have 4M with some minimum  
 balanced hand and 4333 distribution). 
 Opener bids 1NT with minimum balanced
  2NT with maximum
2] Natural, strong

It was asking a lot for East to find a heart lead - after 
the nine of spades declarer quickly claimed, +1430.

Closed Room
 West North East South
 Zoric Radisic Stanicic Zipovski
 — 1}* Pass 2{*
 Pass 2] Pass 2NT
 Pass 3} Pass 3]
 Pass 4} Pass 4]
 Pass 6} All Pass

1} 15+ HCP 4441 or 18+ HCP or 8+ tricks
2{ 5 }+, 4X+, 8-11 or 11-12, Balanced

This time East led the five of spades, no swing. 
Four defenders found a heart lead, two from either 

side, and they all collected a double digit swing.

Board 30. Dealer East. None Vul.
    [ A Q 9 8 7 4
    ] 5
    { 10 5
    } J 9 7 2
 [ —   [ J 5
 ] A J 10 9 4   ] K 2
 { 3 2   { A K J 9 8 7 6 4
 } K Q 10 8 4 3  } A
    [ K 10 6 3 2
    ] Q 8 7 6 3
    { Q
    } 6 5

Open Room
 West North East South
 Perisic Borevkovic Parezanin Marinovski
 — — 2}* Pass
 2]* 3[ 5{ 5[
 6{ Pass Pass 6[
 7{ 7[ Dble All Pass

2} 22+ hcp or 8.5playing tricks
2] CRAS

I am not familiar with CRAS - are you? My guess is 
that West was showing the ace of hearts.

Declarer lost the obvious tricks, four down, -800.

Closed Room
 West North East South
 Zoric Radisic Stanicic Zipovski
 — — 1{ 1]
 1NT* 4[ 5{ Pass
 6{ All Pass

1NT looks like a transfer to clubs. 

It is generally a good idea to raise partner when you 
have four-card support, so it is surprising that South 
saw fit to remain silent. +940 was worth 4 IMPs, 
leaving the teams level, 23-23.

Q

KK JJ 33 KK 1010 66 33 22
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Board 31. Dealer South. N/S Vul.
   [ —
   ] K Q 6
   { A 8 5 3 2
   } 10 9 7 5 3
 [ K 10 9 7 3   [ A Q 6 5 4
 ] 10 5 2   ] 9 4
 { 10 7 4   { 9 6
 } K J   } A Q 8 4
   [ J 8 2
   ] A J 8 7 3
   { K Q J
   } 6 2

Open Room
 West North East South
 Perisic Borevkovic Parezanin Marinovski
 — — — 1]
 Pass 2{ 2[ Pass
 4[ 5] All Pass

West led the king of spades, and with both red suits 
behaving declarer could ruff in dummy,  draw trumps 
and claim, +650.

Closed Room
 West North East South
 Zoric Radisic Stanicic Zipovski
 — — — 1{*
 Pass 1]* 1[ 3]
 4[ Dble All Pass

1{ 2+{, 1st/2nd possible 5M (11)12-15 HCP, 
 Balanced
1] 0+, 3+]

South led the king of diamonds and continued with 
the jack. North overtook that with the ace and played 
the eight of diamonds. Declarer ruffed high, cashed 
the queen of spades and claimed, +590 and 15IMPs 
to Croatia, their 38-23 victory leaving them at the top 
of the table.

JJ 88 22

FFISUU WORRLD UNIVERSITY TEAMMS 
BBRRIDGGE CHAMMPIONSHIPS 2016 - POOLANNDD

From 22-28 August 2016, 
FISU (International University Sports Federation) 

will organize the 

8th World University Bridge Championships in Lodz, Poland.

Teams can be composed of students from different universities 
and participants must be between 18 and 28 years old. 

Entries should be made through 
the National University Sports Federation.

It is not too late to enter, 
For all information, please consult 
www.unibridge.eu  
or 
www.fisu.net or on the WBF website.

All your questions can be answered by 
contacting:geert.magerman@telenet.be.

See you in Poland!

Geert Magerman
Technical Delegate Bridge FISU and EUSA
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by Jos Jacobs

Open Teams, Round 4

For Thursday’s evening match, having a look at the 
encounter between the neighbouring countries France 
and Monaco looked a good idea to me.  I soon found 
out that this was a fine choice for a reporter as these 
were the first two boards:

Board 17. Dealer North. None Vul.
   [ Q 9 6 2
   ] K 5
   { J 8 7 3
   } 6 5 3
 [ K J 10 7 3   [ A 5
 ] A   ] Q J 9 8 7
 { K Q 5   { 9 6 4 2
 } 10 9 8 4   } A K
   [ 8 4
   ] 10 6 4 3 2
   { A 10
   } Q J 7 2

 Open Room
 West North East South 
 Volcker Multon Bessis Zimmermann
  Pass 1] Pass
 1[ Pass 1NT Pass
 2}* Pass 2{* Pass
 3NT All Pass

A pretty straightforward auction to the normal contract. 
South led a low club to declarer’s king and Bessis immediately 
led a low spade to dummy’s jack and North’s queen. Now, 
rather than returning partner’s led suit, Multon decided to 
remove an entry to dummy by returning the ]8.   

Declarer countered this defence by returning to hand 
in spades after winning the ]A. His next move was 
a low diamond to dummy’s king which held the trick. 
The ending was very hard to read (especially given 
North’s low heart shift from a doubleton), but when 
Bessis worked out to get off play with a low diamond 
after the run of the spades, this brought down South’s 
now bare ace – producing declarer’s ninth trick in the 
process (4[, 1], 2{ and 2}). France +400.

Bessis had decided that if {A was offside, North 
would simply have led back a club at trick three.

 Closed Room
 West North East South 
 Helgemo Lorenzini Helness Quantin
  Pass 1] Pass
 1[ Pass 2{ Pass
 3} Pass 3NT All Pass

Quantin, too, led a low club to declarer’s king but 
Helness opted for a different line. He unblocked 
dummy’s ]A, came back to his hand with the [A 
and played the ]Q. North took his king perforce and 
simply returned a club. When the ]10 did not appear 
and dummy’s [J lost to North’s queen later on, the 
defenders had six tricks. Down two, France another 
+100 and 11 IMPs to open their account.

Maybe, a diamond to dummy’s king at trick two is 
best?

MONACO VS FRANCE

MONACO
Tor Helness

FRANCE
Frederic Volcker66 55 33
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The next board brought another double-figure swing 
and again, it went to France:

Board 18. Dealer East. N/S Vul.
   [ J 9 8 7 2
   ] 10 7 4
   { 9 8
   } 7 6 3
 [ A Q 6 4   [ 5
 ] A Q 3 2   ] 9
 { A 10 7 5   { K Q 6 4 3
 } 2   } Q J 10 8 5 4
   [ K 10 3
   ] K J 8 6 5
   { J 2
   } A K 9

 Open Room
 West North East South
 Volcker Multon Bessis Zimmermann
   Pass 1]
 Pass Pass 2NT* Pass
 3]* Pass 5} Pass
 6{ Pass Pass Dble
 All Pass

Bessis showed good judgement here by jumping 
to game over partner’s cuebid. His 5}-bid could 
not possibly be misunderstood as he was known to 
be a passed hand. Volcker’s raise to 6{ then was 
automatic. Zimmermann expressed his scepticism 
about the auction by doubling the final contract, no 
doubt hoping his }AK would survive.  When it turned 
out that declarer held only one club, France soon 
wrote down +1090. Nicely done.

 Closed Room
 West North East South 
 Helgemo Lorenzini Helness Quantin
   Pass 1NT
 2}* All Pass

2} showed majors, so Helness could hardly imagine 
the hand Helgemo actually held. Monaco +150 but 
14 IMPs more to France to lead 25-0 after just two 
boards.

With the score at 39-5 to France, two more 
interesting boards came up:

Board 26. Dealer East. All Vul.
    [ Q 7
    ] 9 4 3
    { 4
    } K J 10 9 7 6 5
 [ K 10 3   [ A 9 8
 ] A Q 8 7 5   ] K J 10 6 2
 { Q 7 6   { A 5 2
 } A 8   } 4 2
    [ J 6 5 4 2
    ] —
    { K J 10 9 8 3
    } Q 3

 Open Room
 West North East South
 Volcker Multon Bessis Zimmermann
   1] 1[
 2[* 5} Dble All Pass

2[ was a GF heart raise.
Whit his [Q proving a worthless value, Multon had 

to pay the full price when the defence was as obvious 
as it was merciless. Two rounds of trumps, followed 
by rising with the {A on the first round of the suit, 
meant that declarer was held to just his six trump 
tricks. France +1400.

 Closed Room
 West North East South 
 Helgemo Lorenzini Helness Quantin
   1] 1[
 2NT* 3} Pass Pass
 3NT Pass 4{ Pass
 4] All Pass

2NT was a heart raise

Lorenzini, too, showed his suit at an already dange-
rous level but when nobody doubled, Monaco settled FRANCE

Thomas Bessis

7 6 3

KK JJ 1010 99 77
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for their normal 4]. Ten tricks, +620 to them but still 
a further 13-IMP loss.

And the next board:

Board 27. Dealer South. None Vul.
   [ J 8 5 4
   ] Q J 10 8 5
   { 10 8 5
   } 2
 [ K Q 3 2   [ A 10 9 7 6
 ] A K 4 3 2   ] 6
 { A 7   { 9
 } 6 4   } A K Q 10 7 3
   [ —
   ] 9 7
   { K Q J 6 4 3 2
   } J 9 8 5

 Open Room
 West North East South 
 Volcker Multon Bessis Zimmermann
    4{
 Dble 5{ 5NT Pass
 6{ Pass 6[ All Pass

Cautious bidding saw the French end up in a small 
slam rather than the seemingly obvious grand slam. 
We were told that Bessis claimed 13 tricks after the 
{K opening lead, though the layout is such that 13 
tricks are impossible. Declarer cannot both draw 
trumps and ruff out the clubs. 

Anyway: France +1010.

 Closed Room
 West North East South 
 Helgemo Lorenzini Helness Quantin
    4{
 Dble Pass 6[ Pass
 7[ All Pass

Good bidding by the Monegasques to an excellent 
contract, which has a well over 90% chance of success. 
As it happened, this was not their day, so one down 
meant France could chalk up another 14 IMPs to lead 
by 66-5 with just five boards to play.

The following two boards were the 3rd and 4th of this 
series of five:

Board 30. Dealer East. None Vul.
    [ A Q 9 8 7 4
    ] 5
    { 10 5
    } J 9 7 2
 [ —   [ J 5
 ] A J 10 9 4   ] K 2
 { 3 2   { A K J 9 8 7 6 4
 } K Q 10 8 4 3  } A
    [ K 10 6 3 2
    ] Q 8 7 6 3
    { Q
    } 6 5

 Open Room
 West North East South 
 Volcker Multon Bessis Zimmermann
   2{ Pass
 2] 2[ 3{ 4[
 5[ Pass 7{ All Pass

The classic French 2{, followed by 3{ showed 
a game forcing hand with that suit. Bessis correctly 
took 5[ as an invite for the grand and consequently 
accepted, hoping dummy would produce ]A as well 
as a first-round spade control.  France +1440.

 Closed Room
 West North East South
 Helgemo Lorenzini Helness Quantin
   1{ 1[
 2] 4[ 6{ Pass
 7{ 7[ Dble All Pass

When Helness opened just 1{, the tempo of the 
auction changed. This enabled the French to find the 
good sacrifice against the grand. Down just four, Mona-
co +800 but another 12 IMPs to France to lead 79-5.FRANCE

Jean-Christophe Quantin

22

JJ 99 77 22



11 22 3333 444 5 66 77 8 99 1000 111 1222 113 1144 1555 111666 1117777 111888 
11999 222000 2222111 2222 22233 22224 255 2666 2227 228 2999 330 RRROOSTTTERRSSS RRRRREEESSSUUUUULLLTTTSSSS 333444

GO TO PAGE:

53RD EUROPEAN TEAM CHAMPIONSHIPS Budapest, Hungary

29

On the next board, Monaco finally struck back.

Board 31. Dealer South. N/S Vul.
   [ —
   ] K Q 6
   { A 8 5 3 2
   } 10 9 7 5 3
 [ K 10 9 7 3   [ A Q 6 5 4
 ] 10 5 2   ] 9 4
 { 10 7 4   { 9 6
 } K J   } A Q 8 4
   [ J 8 2
   ] A J 8 7 3
   { K Q J
   } 6 2

 

Open Room
 West North East South 
 Volcker Multon Bessis Zimmermann
    1]
 Pass 2NT Pass 3]
 Pass 4] All Pass

When Volcker did not venture an overcall, the 
Monegasques scored their heart game in peace. 
Monaco +650. 

In the other room, Helgemo immediately overcalled 
1[ over South’s 1] opening bid, so the Monegasques 
could not avoid reaching 4[ in quick time. When 
the French judged not to go on (the double fit not 
having been exposed during the auction) they had to 
be content with +50 only. 

This gave Monaco 12 IMP to make the final score 
79-17 but (still) 20-0 V.P. to France.

LYON - the place to be in August 2017

WORLD BRIDGE TEAMS CHAMPIONSHIPS
from 12th to 25th August 2017

LYON – FRANCE

Its geographic location at the heart of Europe has always made Lyon a place of warmth and cultural Its geographic location at the heart of Europe has always made Lyon a place of warmth and cultural 
exchange. Today, Lyon still passionately cultivates this tradition of hospitality and openness.exchange. Today, Lyon still passionately cultivates this tradition of hospitality and openness.

The French Bridge Federation is pleased to invite you The French Bridge Federation is pleased to invite you 
to come and participate in the official events and side games.to come and participate in the official events and side games.
Come to Lyon and play!Come to Lyon and play!

Schedule of play for the 2017 World Bridge Teams ChampionshipsSchedule of play for the 2017 World Bridge Teams Championships

Teams Registration Saturday 12Teams Registration Saturday 12thth August August
Captains meeting  Saturday 12Captains meeting  Saturday 12thth August August
Opening Ceremony Saturday 12Opening Ceremony Saturday 12thth August at 19.00 August at 19.00
Round Robin  1st Match Sunday 13Round Robin  1st Match Sunday 13thth August August
Round Robin  Last Match Saturday 19Round Robin  Last Match Saturday 19thth August August
Captains Meeting  (Qualified Teams) Saturday 19Captains Meeting  (Qualified Teams) Saturday 19thth August August
Quarter-final Sunday 20Quarter-final Sunday 20thth August August
Transnational Teams Monday 21Transnational Teams Monday 21stst August August
Semi-final Tuesday 22Semi-final Tuesday 22ndnd August August
Final & Play-Off  Thursday 24Final & Play-Off  Thursday 24thth to Saturday 26 to Saturday 26thth

Prize-giving &Prize-giving &
Closing ceremony  Saturday 26Closing ceremony  Saturday 26thth

7
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LICENCIE.FFBRIDGE.FRCITÉ INTERNATIONALE DE LYON
WWW.CITE-INTERNATIONALE-LYON.FR
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OPEN TEAMS ROSTERS
  AUSTRIA
Andreas BABSCH
Torbjorn JONSSON
Arno LINDERMANN
Gunther PURKARTHOFER
Josef SIMON
Christian TERRANEO
Andreas BABSCH pc
Arno LINDERMANN coach
  BELARUS
Andrei KAVALENKA
Aleksandr KORZUN
Igor RADJUKEVICH
Andrej SOTNIKAU
Aleh TSIMAKHOVICH
Alexander ZHUKOV
Sviatlana BADRANKOVA 
npc & coach
  BELGIUM
Sam BAHBOUT
Philippe COENRAETS
Steven DE DONDER
Steve DE ROOS
Zvi ENGEL
Mike VANDERVORST
Patrick BOCKEN npc

  BULGARIA
Diyan DANAILOV
Vladimir MARASHEV
Borislav POPOV
Stefan SKORCHEV
Jerry STAMATOV
Ivan TSONCHEV
Vladislav N. ISPORSKI npc

  CROATIA
Goran BOREVKOVIC
Kiril MARINOVSKI
Marina PILIPOVIC
Ognjen STANICIC
Nikica SVER
Vedran ZORIC
Tvrtko PERKOVIC npc
Alexander HYDES coach
  CYPRUS
Aleka ASTREOU
Philippos FRANGOS
George GEORGIADES
George KOLETTIS
Takis POLITIS
Frosso TILLYRI
Philippos FRANGOS pc

  CZECH REPUBLIC
Patrik BOURA
Frantisek KRALIK
Jan MARTYNEK
Petr PULKRAB
Jakub SLEMR
David VOZABAL
David VOZABAL pc

  DENMARK
Dennis BILDE
Morten BILDE
Knut BLAKSET
Mathias BRUUN
Soren CHRISTIANSEN
Martin SCHALTZ
Bo Loenberg BILDE npc
Jacob RON coach

  ENGLAND
David BAKHSHI
Tony FORRESTER
David GOLD
Jason HACKETT
Justin HACKETT
Andrew ROBSON
David PRICE npc
Alan MOULD coach
  ESTONIA
Maksim KARPOV
Tiit LAANEMAE
Vassili LEVENKO
Leo LUKS
Lauri NABER
Sven SESTER
Aarne RUMMEL npc

  FAROE ISLANDS
Arant BERJASTEIN
Roi A Rogvu JOENSEN
Magni JOKLADAL
Simin LASSABERG
Arne MIKKELSEN
Bogi SIMONSEN 
A. MARQUARDSEN npc
Ossur WINTHEREIG coach
  FINLAND
Vesa FAGERLUND
Kauko KOISTINEN 
Vesa LESKELA
Clas NYBERG
Kauko KOISTINEN npc
Sanna KITTI coach

  FRANCE
Thomas BESSIS
Francois COMBESCURE
Cedric LORENZINI
Jean-Christophe QUANTIN
Jerome ROMBAUT
Frederic VOLCKER
Lionel SEBBANE npc

  GEORGIA
George ABZIANIDZE
Revaz BERIASHVILI
Rati BURDIASHVILI
Grigol GOGOBERIDZE
Gocha GOSHADZE
Giorgi UCHAVA

GERMANY
Sabine AUKEN
Michael GROMOELLER
Julius LINDE
Martin REHDER
Christian SCHWERDT
Roy WELLAND
Kevin CASTNER npc
Andrea SCHWERDT coach
  GREECE
Konstantinos DOXIADIS
Aris FILIOS
K. KONTOMITROS
Tassos KOUKOUSELIS
Thanassis MATZIARIS
Petros ROUSSOS
Y. PAPAKYRIAKOPOULOS 
npc

  HUNGARY
Miklos DUMBOVICH
Gal HEGEDUS
Gyorgy KEMENY
Tamas SZALKA
Laszlo SZILAGYI
Gabor WINKLER 
Peter TALYIGAS npc
Gyorgy SZALAY coach
  ICELAND
Sveinn Runar EIRIKSSON
Throstur INGIMARSSON
Birkir JONSSON
Thorlakur JONSSON
Adalsteinn JORGENSEN 
Magnus E. MAGNUSSON
Ragnar HERMANNSSON npc
Anna T. JONSDOTTIR coach
  IRELAND
Rory BOLAND
John CARROLL
Tommy GARVEY
Tom HANLON
Hugh McGANN
Mark MORAN
Grainne BARTON npc

  ISRAEL
Ilan BAREKET
Michael BAREL
Assaf LENGY
Amir LEVIN 
Josef ROLL
Yaniv ZACK
Ilan BAREKET pc
Eldad GINOSSAR coach
  ITALY
Massimiliano DI FRANCO
Giovanni DONATI
Alessandro GANDOGLIA 
Lorenzo LAURIA
Andrea MANNO
Alfredo VERSACE 
Gianni MEDUGNO npc

  LATVIA
Nauris ARMANIS
Martins LORENCS
Janis NEIMANIS
Bruno RUBENIS
Ivars RUBENIS
Karlis RUBINS

  MONACO
Jean Charles ALLAVENA
Geir HELGEMO
Tor HELNESS
Krzysztof MARTENS
Franck MULTON
Pierre ZIMMERMANN
Jean Charles ALLAVENA pc

  NETHERLANDS
Sjoert BRINK
Simon DE WIJS
Bas DRIJVER
Bob DRIJVER
Bauke MULLER
Bart NAB
Anton MAAS npc
Ton BAKKEREN coach

  NORWAY
Erik BERG
Boye BROGELAND
Thomas CHARLSEN
Thor Erik HOFTANISKA
Espen LINDQVIST
Steffen F. SIMONSEN
Christian VENNEROED npc
Sten BJERTNES coach
  POLAND
Piotr GAWRYS
Krzysztof JASSEM 
Jacek KALITA
Michal KLUKOWSKI
Marcin MAZURKIEWICZ
Michal NOWOSADZKI
Piotr WALCZAK npc
S. GOLEBIOWSKI coach
  PORTUGAL
Joao BARBOSA
Pedro MADEIRA 
Antonio PALMA 
Nuno PAZ
Sofia PESSOA 
Paulo SARMENTO
Rui PINTO npc
A. MORTAROTTI coach
  ROMANIA
Ionut COLDEA
Filip FLORIN
Marius IONITA 
Bogdan MARINA
Dan MORARU
Marina STEGAROIU
Marius GEORGESCU npc
R. SPIRIDONESCU coach
  RUSSIA
Igor KHAZANOV
Maria LEBEDEVA
Sergei ORLOV
Dmitri PROKHOROV
Vladmir TATARKIN
Andrez VORONOV

  SCOTLAND
Alan GOODMAN
Irving GORDON 
Danny KANE
Stephen PETERKIN 
Derek SANDERS
Brian SHORT
Sandy DUNCAN npc

  SERBIA
Dejan JOVANOVIC
Zoran KOLDZIC
Darko PAREZANIN
Marko PERISIC
Goran RADISIC
Dimitraki ZIPOVSKI

  SPAIN
Gabriel CARRASCO 
Gabriel FRACTMAN
Federico GODED
Gonzalo GODED MERINO
Ramon GOMEZ HIERRO
Pedro GONCALVES
Enrique PINTO POCH npc

  SWEDEN
Fredrik NYSTROM
Mikael RIMSTEDT
Ola RIMSTEDT
Johan SYLVAN 
Johan UPMARK
Frederic WRANG 
Jan LAGERMAN npc

  SWITZERLAND
Bachar ABOU CHANAB
Stephan MAGNUSSON
Dmitrij NIKOLENKOV 
Fernando PIEDRA 
Marco SASSELLI
Cedric THOMPSON 
Fernando PIEDRA pc

  TURKEY
Nuri CENGIZ
Orhan EKINCI
Yusuf KAHYAOGLOU 
Enver KOKSOY
Ali UCAR 
Nafiz ZORLU
Mustafa Cem TOKAY npc
Dundar CIFTCIOGLU coach
  UKRAINE
Volodymyr DRAGAN 
Oleksandr NYEMTSEV
Volodymyr PORKHUN
Oleg ROVYSHYN
Gennadii RYBNIKOV 
Borys SHUKHMEYSTER
Volodymyr DRAGAN pc

  WALES
Gary JONES
Patrick JOURDAIN
Richard Mark PLACKETT
Julian POTTAGE 
Tony RATCLIFF
Simon RICHARDS
Alan STEPHENSON npc
Krista P. EDWARDS coach
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1 ROMANIA PORTUGAL 40 14 16.09 3.91
2 SCOTLAND ISRAEL 29 23 11.76 8.24
3 DENMARK LATVIA 42 23 14.80 5.20
4 BULGARIA CYPRUS 28 26 10.61 9.39
5 MONACO CROATIA 33 15 14.60 5.40
6 BELGIUM RUSSIA 34 25 12.55 7.45
7 ITALY CZECH REPUBLIC 58 30 16.42 3.58
8 NORWAY GREECE 24 24 10.00 10.00
9 SPAIN ESTONIA 17 29 6.72 13.28
10 UKRAINE NETHERLANDS 14 40 3.91 16.09
11 SWEDEN SERBIA 62 30 17.03 2.97
12 IRELAND FINLAND 29 67 2.15 17.85
13 WALES ICELAND 50 11 17.97 2.03
14 FAROE ISLANDS GERMANY 46 43 10.91 9.09
15 FRANCE GEORGIA 45 22 15.56 4.44
16 TURKEY HUNGARY 24 45 4.81 15.19
17 AUSTRIA SWITZERLAND 14 27 6.48 13.52
18 BELARUS POLAND 23 25 9.39 10.61
19 ENGLAND Bye 0 0 12 0.00

1 CYPRUS ROMANIA 44 49 8.52 11.48
2 RUSSIA CROATIA 52 30 15.38 4.62
3 LATVIA ENGLAND 29 48 5.20 14.80
4 ISRAEL ESTONIA 42 22 15.00 5.00
5 DENMARK GREECE 40 24 14.18 5.82
6 PORTUGAL CZECH REPUBLIC 31 45 6.25 13.75
7 SCOTLAND NETHERLANDS 23 34 6.96 13.04
8 BULGARIA ICELAND 39 47 7.71 12.29
9 MONACO FINLAND 31 42 6.96 13.04
10 BELGIUM SERBIA 50 48 10.61 9.39
11 ITALY SWITZERLAND 42 15 16.26 3.74
12 NORWAY HUNGARY 47 15 17.03 2.97
13 SPAIN GEORGIA 55 2 19.43 0.57
14 UKRAINE POLAND 2 47 1.34 18.66
15 SWEDEN TURKEY 21 23 9.39 10.61
16 IRELAND AUSTRIA 33 19 13.75 6.25
17 WALES BELARUS 25 24 10.31 9.69
18 FAROE ISLANDS FRANCE 3 32 3.42 16.58
19 GERMANY Bye 0 0 12 0.00

1 GERMANY ROMANIA 37 22 13.97 6.03
2 FINLAND LATVIA 47 11 17.59 2.41
3 SERBIA ICELAND 8 20 6.72 13.28
4 NETHERLANDS GEORGIA 18 19 9.69 10.31
5 ESTONIA POLAND 17 34 5.61 14.39
6 GREECE SWITZERLAND 13 22 7.45 12.55
7 CZECH REPUBLIC HUNGARY 9 25 5.82 14.18
8 ENGLAND BELARUS 23 2 15.19 4.81
9 RUSSIA FRANCE 9 32 4.44 15.56
10 CROATIA TURKEY 66 36 16.73 3.27
11 CYPRUS AUSTRIA 16 10 11.76 8.24
12 ISRAEL FAROE ISLANDS 15 5 12.80 7.20
13 DENMARK SWEDEN 17 48 3.12 16.88
14 PORTUGAL IRELAND 21 41 5.00 15.00
15 SCOTLAND WALES 26 40 6.25 13.75
16 BULGARIA UKRAINE 21 30 7.45 12.55
17 MONACO ITALY 22 7 13.97 6.03
18 BELGIUM NORWAY 22 30 7.71 11.29
19 SPAIN Bye 0 0 12 0.00

1 ROMANIA DENMARK 35 37 9.39 10.61
2 LATVIA SCOTLAND 31 45 6.25 13.75
3 ISRAEL PORTUGAL 13 63 0.84 19.16
4 BULGARIA RUSSIA 41 1 18.09 1.91
5 MONACO ENGLAND 13 11 10.61 9.39
6 BELGIUM CYPRUS 19 19 10.00 10.00
7 ITALY ESTONIA 40 3 17.72 2.28
8 NORWAY NETHERLANDS 23 21 10.61 9.39
9 SPAIN CZECH REPUBLIC 49 31 14.60 5.40
10 UKRAINE GREECE 18 33 6.03 13.97
11 SWEDEN ICELAND 34 14 15.00 5.00
12 IRELAND GERMANY 27 34 7.97 12.03
13 WALES SERBIA 19 19 10.00 10.00
14 FAROE ISLANDS FINLAND 13 56 1.56 18.44
15 FRANCE SWITZERLAND 33 12 15.19 4.81
16 TURKEY POLAND 31 22 12.55 7.45
17 AUSTRIA GEORGIA 29 23 11.76 8.24
18 BELARUS HUNGARY 31 18 13.52 6.48
19 CROATIA Bye 0 0 12 0.00

RESULTS OPEN TEAMS
R

O
U

N
D

 5

1 FINLAND 120.02
2 FRANCE 109.59
3 NORWAY 106.38
4 POLAND 105.61
5 ITALY 104.48
6 ENGLAND 104.26
7 CROATIA 101.66
8 SWEDEN 100.87
9 IRELAND 98.71
10 GERMANY 95.89
11 BELGIUM 93.36
12 HUNGARY 93.04
13 WALES 89.39
14 MONACO 87.83
15 NETHERLANDS 87.41
16 ROMANIA 87.29
17 ISRAEL 83.05
18 SPAIN 81.16
19 TURKEY 80.19
20 ICELAND 79.59
21 BULGARIA 79.49
22 ESTONIA 74.62
23 GREECE 71.71
24 DENMARK 71.49
25 RUSSIA 70.77
26 AUSTRIA 70.75
27 SWITZERLAND 70.10
28 PORTUGAL 66.90
29 SERBIA 66.44
30 UKRAINE 64.16
31 BELARUS 60.54
32 GEORGIA 55.30
33 FAROE ISLANDS 51.35
34 LATVIA 50.15
35 CYPRUS 48.70
36 CZECH REPUBLIC 45.59
37 SCOTLAND 45.16

RANKING
AFTER ROUND 8
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RESULTS WOMEN PAIRS

1   LEVI Hila  ASULIN Adi ISR - ISR 58.02
2   ARNOLDS Carla  KOLEN Sandra NED - NED 56.16
3   PISAK Mehves  ALUF Tuna TUR - TUR 55.84
4   ERKKILA Pia  AHONEN Hulda FIN - FIN 55.67
5   ORMAY Krisztina  FISCHER Brigitta HUN - HUN 54.69
6   ZMUDA Justyna  DUFRAT Katarzyna POL - POL 54.61
7   BILDE Lone  RASMUSSEN Helle DEN - DEN 54.31
8   HACKETT Barbara  EGGELING Marie GER - GER 54.30
9   SARNIAK Anna  CZAJKA Iwona POL - POL 54.30
10   HELNESS Gunn  BLAAGESTAD Lise NOR - NOR 54.23
11   CHEDIAK Virginia  SIVERTSVIK Ranja NOR - NOR 54.21
12   CUMMINS Carol Anne  NEWELL Sandra IRL - IRL 54.04
13   BROWN Fiona  O'CONNOR Sarah ENG - ENG 54.03
14   POPLILOV Matilda  BIRMAN Daniela ISR - ISR 53.88
15   KREIDIEH Hana  HAMDAN Nahla LIB - LIB 53.20
16   HADDAD Wafa  FARHAT Faten LIB - LIB 53.13
17   BROCK Sally  GROSS Susanna ENG - ENG 52.85
18   HOMME Marianne  BIRIBAKKEN Aase NOR - NOR 52.62
19   CESARI Barbara  MASINI Nicoletta ITA - ITA 51.92
20   PAVLUSHKO Olga  RUDAKOVA Elena RUS - RUS 51.83
21   KRIFTNER Susanne  VECHIATTO Claudia GER - GER 51.66
22   THOMPSON-VINCENT Kristina  SIMHA Esther SUI - SUI 51.43
23   ELBRO Helle Simon  REITER Kate DEN - DEN 51.36
24   ZORLU Ferda  KOTAN Nilgun TUR - TUR 51.33
25   ORAS Maarja  TAUBE Aire EST - EST 51.25
26   PHELAN Lucy  MITCHELL Louise IRL - IRL 50.73
27   DELESTRE Blandine  BOURDIN Dominique FRA - FRA 50.72
28   MOSZCZYNSKA Zuzanna  PIESIEWICZ Dominika POL - POL 50.65
29   SANDSTROM Kati  MYLLAERI Maria FIN - FIN 50.42
30   TAGA Fethiye  OZCAN Nese TUR - TUR 50.34
31   D'OVIDIO Catherine  SALONEN Irmeli FRA - FRA 50.09
32   GLADIATOR Anne  WEBER Elke GER - GER 50.04
33   McQUAKER Fiona  ADAMSON Sheila SCO - SCO 49.71
34   GREENWOOD Diane  KENNY Joan IRL - IRL 49.54
35   SKORDALIDI Korina  MAKRI Eleni GRE - GRE 49.51
36   EGE Tina  FARHOLT Stense DEN - DEN 49.30
37   OZUMERZIFON Meltem  KOKTEN Hatice Nazan TUR - TUR 49.19
38   NORDGREN Maria  BERGLUND Agneta FIN - FIN 48.88
39   KURANOGLU Serap  ATES Ebru TUR - TUR 48.88
40   LYBAEK Astrid Steen  DANIELSEN Ann-Elin NOR - NOR 48.77
41   SPANOU Vivian  MITSI Georgia GRE - GRE 48.33
42   KALKERUP Bettina  JEPSEN Ketty DEN - DEN 48.31
43   CINAR Nur  MIZRAHI Ece TUR - TUR 48.26
44   CUZZI Monica  SERANGELI Franca ITA - ITA 48.13
45   SZABADOS Julianna  BOSZORMENYI Katalin HUN - HUN 48.09
46   ZORANOVIC Jovana  PEPIC Selena SER - SER 47.99
47   BIANCHI Valeria  PACE Enza ITA - ITA 47.41
48   CLENCH Gilly  WOODRUFF Laura WAL - WAL 47.29
49   JOYCE Emer  FITZGERALD Jeannie IRL - IRL 47.14
50   PANADERO Maria  GUTIIERREZ-HERRERO Myriam ESP - ESP 47.01
51   DONNELLAN Joan  MCENTEE Orla IRL - IRL 46.66
52   GUMRUKCUOGLU Lale  ERENGIL Yasemin TUR - TUR 46.28
53   KURSAKOVA Larissa  MALKOVA Marina RUS - RUS 46.07
54   TIMONEY Mary  BRADY Mary IRL - IRL 45.28
55   GILLILAND Dolores  WHELAN Maria IRL - IRL 45.10
56   KELLY-ROGERS Mary  MCCANN Eileen IRL - IRL 43.66
57   VAUGHAN Kathleen  BURKE-MORAN Valarie IRL - IRL 43.38
58   HIGGINS Carmel  SPROULE Toni IRL - IRL 43.09
59   CORNFIELD Hannah  CLOW Rowena Anwen ENG - ENG 42.03
60   LILLIS Heidi  FITZPATRICK Anne IRL - IRL 41.74
61   MANTYLA Mirja  LAUKKANEN Elina FIN - FIN 41.21

AFTER SESSION 10
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MONACO WELCOMES THE

WWW.CAVENDISH.BRIDGEMONACO.COMWWW.CAVENDISH.BRIDGEMONACO.COM

CAVENDISH V
MONACO, FROM 13 TO 19 FEBRUARY, 2017

SPECIAL HOTEL RATES FOR BRIDGE PLAYERS
OPEN TEAMS - OPEN PAIRS - WOMEN PAIRS

SPECIAL ENTRY FEES FOR JUNIOR TEAMS & PAIRS


