
Minutes of the European Bridge League Seniors Forum Tenerife, Monday 27th June, 2005 
 
Present: Chairman: Göran Mattsson (Ger); Secretary: Patrick Jourdain (Wales);  
Honorary Chairman & WBF Seniors Committee Chairman: Nissan Rand (Isr);  
Committee member: Alfred Fleischmann (Austria); Wlodek Stobiecki (Pol);  
Guido Resta (Ita);  
Others: John Carruthers (Can); Christo Drumev (Bul); Petr Hebak (Cze);  
David Jackson (Ire); David Liggatt (Sco); Sean O’Lubaigh (Ire); Judy Rand (Isr); 
Jaap Trouwborst (Net). Later: Irving Gordon (Eng); Maureen Hiron (Spain). 
 
1. The Chairman welcomed members. 
 
2. The main topic he wanted to discuss was the decline in entries in the Senior Teams,  
18 in Tenerife compared with 29 in Menton, and only 16 in Malmo for the main Europeans.  
The EBL Executive was reported as saying that if the numbers for Warsaw did not increase  
to 20 they would cancel the event. The Chair threw open the debate of the causes of the  
decline and how it might be reversed in Warsaw. 
Causes identified were: 
(a) the cost of participation for an event where few Federations paid full costs of a team.  
     This particularly affected Tenerife. 
(b) The age limit rising from 55 to 60 which meant no new seniors eligible for five years. 
(c) Lack of interest and information within some Federations; 
(d) In Tenerife many seniors had opted to compete in the Open Teams and had then transferred 
      to the Senior Pairs. 
 
The Chairman said it was unlikely the WBF or EBL would change its determination to increase 
the age limit one year at a time until it reached 60. He wanted the meeting to consider whether 
they favoured a return to allowing two teams per Federation. The consensus was against this  
(2 to 1 on a straw poll). Mr Hebak, supported by Carruthers, J-C Beineix, and Jourdain gave the 
main reasons, namely that it would turn the event from a national championship into a  
“team captain” championship, and that it would further favour the large and wealthy nations. 
The consensus was also that the entry for Warsaw would be bigger than Malmo and should  
reach 20 nations. 
Jourdain said that within Europe hotel cost was now more important than travel cost and this  
could mainly be reduced by keeping the event to one week rather than nine or ten days.  
Jackson referred to the small amount of information about WBF or EBL Senior events circulated  
in his Federation.  
Trouwborst urged the Chairman to contact missing Federations personally. 
The meeting advised the chairman to act now, and agreed on this course of action: 
Ensure necessary information about Warsaw was on the Seniors section of the EBL website;  
for example the current intended dates (Thursday 17th August to Saturday 26th August, 2006),  
the exact age limit (born before 1st January 1950) and eligibility conditions. 
Contact all Federations, drawing their attention to this information and then ask whether: 
(a) they currently intended to field a senior team in Warsaw; 
(b) what information they had circulated to their leading senior players; 
(c) what plans they had for a senior trial. 
 
When the Chairman had inspected the replies he should personally contact the larger of those  
Federations who had not replied, or who had replied in the negative with a view to persuading  
them to act. 
 
2. Other business: 
The system requirements would be as agreed in Istanbul, namely no advance notification required for the  
natural systems, and no HUMS or brown sticker permitted. The Systems Committee was considering the  
definition of those systems that did require advance notification. 
 
Patrick Jourdain   Göran Mattsson 
(Secretary)   (Chairman) 
 


